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NWS SUSTAINING SPONSOR

Come visit

Furniture you’ll love to come home to.



Thanks to the
National Writers Series, 
for bringing authors and 

their books to Traverse City.

Thanks as well to the dedicated 
people working to make the 

libraries in our region relevant, 
inclusive and engaging.

NWS SUSTAINING SPONSOR

supporting creative and 
compassionate endeavors.
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Exactly where
you should be.

When you’re true to who you are,
you’re true to where you are.
Come join us.

TraverseCity.com
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NWS Presents A New Year, 
New Authors, New Classes! 

What a year it was for the 
National Writers Series, with a 

stunning line-up of 22 New York Times 
bestselling, Newbery Honor, and 
Pulitzer Prize-winning authors visiting 
Traverse City to talk about their newest 
books.

With a record of 10,000 in-person  
and livestream tickets sold this year,  
it’s clear: the dreary isolation of 2020 
and 2021 is over. But not our  
love of reading.

After such a stellar year, it was quite 
a nail-biter lining up the new season. 
But once again, we convinced some of 
America’s top authors to weather our 
weather and bask in northern Michigan’s 
passion for the written word. 

We hope you love what we have to 
offer! Their amazing books revolve 
around the themes of adventure, 
historic harm, truth, and belonging. 
How are we to understand each other? 

This season’s authors answer those 
question in fascinating ways.

In addition to unprecedented 
attendance at our author events, we 
received record support from grantors 
and donors, which allowed us to ramp 
up our Raising Writers program this 
year in new counties. Ari Mokdad, our 
education manager, is on fire! You can 
read about her efforts on page 8. 

 With a record of 10,000 
in-person and livestream 

tickets sold this year,  
it’s clear: the dreary  

isolation of 2020 and  
2021 is over. But not our  

love of reading.

Heather Cox Richardson and Neal Rubin surrounded by staff and volunteers  
at a sold-out event at  Lars Hockstad Auditorium in October! 

WELCOME TO AN AWESOME NEW SEASON!
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ANNE STANTON
NWS Co-Founder
and Executive 
Director

All of this takes a team, and if you’re 
reading this program guide, consider 
yourself part of it. I hold immense 
gratitude for those who attend the 
events, write us a check, and/or sign 
their child up for a class or Battle of 
the Books. In the past year, we saw a 
couple of nonprofits close their doors 
for good, underscoring just how crucial 
support is to our very existence. We 
don’t take it for granted.

I am also deeply fortunate for the NWS 
team (board, staffers, and contractors)  
who work so incredibly hard. Behind 
the scenes, there’s Jenny and Joe at the 
City Opera House and Jinhee and Juan 

at Horizon Books. There’s Josh, our 
tech guy who live streams each event. 
The list to thank is huge, and not all 
their names start with a “J,” lol. 

Hope you enjoy our new season!

With gratitude,

The National Writers Series of  
Traverse City is a nonprofit 

organization dedicated to holding 
great conversations with today’s 

best authors and building the 
reading and writing skills of youth.

 

Nita Prose on stage discussing Molly Gray's latest exploits. Chef and cookbook author Erin 
French dazzled the audience with cooking tips. Alvin Hall, author of Driving the Green Book, 
arrived in a snowstorm last February, and it was still a well attended event. Nearly all of NWS 
past events are available to watch on Youtube.

OUR MISSION

WELCOME TO AN AWESOME NEW SEASON!
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RAISING WRITERS • SUPPORTING READERS & WRITERS

S ince founding the National Writers 
Series in 2010, we spread our wings 

to support young readers and writers 
in all kinds of ways. We hope that 
someday, one of our young storytellers 
will return to the City Opera House to 
talk about their newest bestselling book 
and how their love of writing began 
right here in Traverse City.
 
RAISING WRITERS

Starting in 2012, our Raising Writers 
program has been a home for 

passionate young writers. The classes 
and workshops are open to students 
across Michigan, from Manistee to 
Grand Traverse, and new in 2023, 
Antrim County. And that’s important 
as most school districts don’t offer 
creative writing classes. Students 
enrolled in our semester-long 
programs have the opportunity to 
publish their work in the NWS Literary 
Journal and recite their work at author 
events. This year, we will publish and 
celebrate their work at the Alluvion on 
May 22 from 4:30-6 PM. We hope you 
can join us in celebrating our young 
writers!
 
This spring, we are expanding our 
Raising Writers program to include 
a section for grades 3-6, Writers 
Create!, taught by NWS instructor 
Kelly Almer. The class will focus on 
creativity, imagination, and journaling 
for students to expand their skills in 

reading, writing, and building stories. 
We are thrilled to pilot this class in an 
entirely online format.

We are welcoming back NWS instructor 
Karin Killian, who will teach a 10-week-
long intensive in literary short story for 
high school students. This advanced 
course  will focus on writing short stories 
and analyzing craft. Students will also 
have the opportunity to work one-on-
one with the instructor.

NWS instructor David Hornibrook will 
teach our Antrim Raising Writers for 
middle school students in grades 5-8. 
Each week, students will focus on an 
area in poetry, such as meter, sound, 
and metaphor. This class is being 
offered in a hybrid format, meeting both 
in-person and online.
 
In addition, we are continuing to grow our 
Raising Writers program in the Manistee 
community. NWS instructor Lauren K. 
Carlson will teach students in grades 6-12 
to discover new ways to use their distinct 
voices, practice reading their work aloud, 

Today a Reader. Tomorrow a Leader.

All of the students enrolled in 
NWS Raising Writers classes have 
the opportunity to publish their 
work in the NWS Literary Journal 
each May. 
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RAISING WRITERS • SUPPORTING READERS & WRITERS
and experiment with form and meter 
throughout the 8-week-long course.

To learn more or to register for class, 
please visit: www.NationalWritersSeries.
org/raising-writers/writing-classes.

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

We host a Battle of the Books  
com petition, which involves  

some 375 fourth and fifth graders in the 
Grand Traverse County area. Students 
have fun, learn teamwork, and closely 
read books in a wide range of genres. A 
best-selling author is always invited to 
serve as master of ceremonies, handing 
out awards, sharing wisdom about 
storytelling, and signing books.
 
This amazing program is truly a 
community effort with many volunteers 
making it possible. If you or someone 
you know would like to volunteer or 
support this program, please contact  
Ari Mokdad at education@nwstc.org
 
POETRY WORKSHOPS

In addition to our Raising Writers 
programs, we also engage fourth 

and fifth graders in a series of poetry 
workshops at Blair and Traverse Heights 
Elementary schools. NWS co-founder 
and bestselling author Doug Stanton 
attended Traverse Heights Elementary 
School where he got his first start in 
writing. He created and wrote for the 
school newspaper, the Traverse Heights 
Traveler, and in that spirit, we began to 
offer these poetry workshops several 
years ago as a way for students to 
express themselves.
 
This year, the NWS is expanding this 
program into Manistee and additional 
underserved schools in Grand Traverse 
County. Students will learn about poetry, 
write their own poems, and practice 

revising their work with the guidance of 
an NWS teaching artist. Each year, we 
celebrate the students by publishing 
their work in a professionally designed 
poetry journal. We are excited to be 
expanding this program to include 
additional schools and more instruction 
days with students. This program is 
supported by outstanding volunteers 
who help guide students in their 
writing process. If you are interested in 
volunteering or would like to financially 
support Raising Writers, please contact 
Ari Mokdad at education@nwstc.org

SCHOLARSHIPS

In partnership with the Grand Traverse 
Regional Community Foundation, 

we have awarded a total of $64,000 
in college scholarships to 46 seniors 
and juniors who are passionate about 
writing. Applications are available 
through the Community Foundation on 
January 15, 2024, and close at midnight 
on March 5, 2024.

2023 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS:
Robert & Marcy Branski Poetry Award
ELIJAH PSZCZOLKOWSKI

William R. Montgomery Fiction Award
LUCY ETTAWAGESHIK

Leslie Lee Nonfiction Award
TAQWA TOTAKHAIL

Judith Lang Journalism Award
KRISTEN MAY

Scholarship winners pose with author Geraldine 
Brooks at her event in the "green room".
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Two full service grocery stores featuring year-round 
local, natural, & organic foods.

SHOP LOCAL
year-round

����E� ���TH�ST� � | ������MARKETPLACE�CIR�
ORYANA�COOP
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Bonnie Jo Campbell, one of 
Michigan’s  most acclaimed 

authors, will talk about her 
highly anticipated novel, 
The Waters. Readers will 
meet the eccentric herbalist 
Hermine “Herself” Zook, who 
has healed local women of 
their ailments for generations on an 
island in the Great Massasauga swamp.

Over the years, Herself has inspired 
reverence and fear in the people of nearby 
Whiteheart, Michigan, and even in her own 
estranged three daughters. Her youngest 
is the beautiful Rose Thorn, who left her 
own daughter, eleven-year-old Dorothy 
“Donkey” Zook, to grow up wild in the 
swamp, known as “The Waters.”

Donkey spends her days searching for 
truths in the lush landscape and in her 
math books, waiting for her wayward 
mother and longing for a father, unaware 
that family secrets, passionate love, and 
violent men will flood through the swamp 
and upend her idyllic childhood.

Bonnie Jo Campbell is the bestselling 
author of Once Upon a River, which was 

made into an award-winning feature film.

Her work also includes Q Road; American 
Salvage, a finalist for the National Book 
Award; Women and Other Animals, 
winner of the AWP prize for short fiction; 
and a story collection, Mothers, Tell Your 
Daughters. She was awarded a 2011 
Guggenheim Fellow and the 2009 Eudora 
Welty Prize from Southern Review. She and 
her husband live with their pet donkeys 
outside of Kalamazoo, Michigan.

BONNIE JO 
CAMPBELL

GUEST HOST ANNE-MARIE OOMEN has won numerous awards for her 
writing, including the  2023 Author Award from the Library of Michigan 

for her lifelong achievements and the AWP Sue William Silverman 
Nonfiction Award for her newest memoir, As Long as I Know You: 
The Mom Book. She is the founding editor of Dunes Review, former 
president of Michigan Writers, Inc., and teaches at Lasell University 

and Interlochen College of Creative Arts. 

 JANUARY 27, 7 PM  • MILLIKEN AUDITORIUM 

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Livestream Sponsor: Cambium Analytica

"The Waters" was chosen as 
the January 2024 selection for 

the Today Show book club.

Interlochen Center for the Arts in partnership with 
the National Writers Series is pleased to present
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LITERARY UNDERWRITER

A GENEROUS FRIEND OF NWS
“I love the NWS … and  I consider 

sponsorship a privilege!”

Books are a uniquely 
portable magic.

~ Stephen King

Proud to support the National Writers Series
in hosting Kaveh Akbar

Lola Jackson & Dilys Tosteson García
‘Community Building’ Author Conversations

“Only an educated 
and informed people 
will be a free people.”

JOHN F. KENNEDY
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Few debut novelists 
have received the 

phenomenal praise 
heaped upon Kaveh 
Akbar’s new book, 
Martyr!, including rave 
reviews by Mary Karr, 
John Greene, and Tommy 
Orange. Time Magazine chose it for its 
list of “The 25 Most Anticipated Books 
of 2024".

Martyr! is the story of Cyrus Shams, 
a newly sober, orphaned son of 
Iranian immigrants. He is a young man 
grappling with an inheritance of violence 
and loss: his mother’s plane was shot 
down over the skies of the Persian Gulf 
in a senseless accident; and his father’s 
life in America was circumscribed by 
his work killing chickens at a factory 
farm in the Midwest. He is a drunk, an 
addict, and a poet, whose obsession 
with martyrs leads him to examine the 
mysteries of his family's past.

Kaveh Akbar is the author of two poetry 

collections: Pilgrim Bell and Calling a 
Wolf a Wolf, in addition to a chapbook, 
Portrait of the Alcoholic. His poems have 
appeared in The New Yorker, The New 
York Times, The Paris Review, The Best 
American Poetry, and elsewhere. He is 
also the editor of The Penguin Book of 
Spiritual Verse: 110 Poets on the Divine 
and the poetry editor for The Nation. He 
lives in Iowa City.

FEBRUARY 7, 7 PM  •  CITY OPERA HOUSE

GUEST HOST ARI MOKDAD is a Detroit-born choreographer, creative 
writer, and passionate educator. She received three Bachelor of Arts 

degrees from Grand Valley State University and completed her 
Master of Arts and doctoral studies at Wayne State University. In 
2023, she received her Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing from 
Warren Wilson College, where she was a former student of Kaveh 

Akbar. Ari is the education manager for the National Writers Series.   

KAVEH AKBAR

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Literary Underwriter:  
A Generous Friend of NWS

Supported by Lola Jackson 
and Dilys Tosteson Garcia

‘Community-Building’  
Author Conversations

A paean to how we spend our  
lives seeking meaning— 

in faith, art, ourselves, others.
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Applauding, connecting and promoting the
people, places and talents that bring arts,
culture and creativity to our communities.

bravo!

Join the audience.
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Current event discussions. Theatre, art, and creative writing  

classes. Music appreciation. Fitness classes. Outstanding food  

and service. At Cordia, you decide how each day is written,  

as you continue to compose the ongoing story of you. 

231.995.5266  |  cordiatc.com

Make your next  
chapter a page turner.
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Kima M Kraimer MA
Advanced Certified Rolfer®

Registered Somatic Movement Educator

ROLFING® 
STRUCTURAL 
INTEGRATION

“Optimizing whole 
body organization 

for more ease 
and less ache.”

Teaching Globally Practicing Locally - 
over 20 years in Traverse City!

WANT TO FEEL 
GOOD IN 

YOUR BODY?

kmkraimer@gmail.com • www.rolf.org  
231.946.3632 (landline)

Is there a book in you?
Mission Point Press can help prepare your manuscript for  

publication with personalized coaching, development,  
editing, fact-checking, and ghostwriting services. 

MissionPointPress.com
Editorial • Design • Illustration • Print • Ebook • National Marketing

“If liberty means anything  
at all, it means the right 
to tell people what they 

do not want to hear.” 

Proud to support
NWS and the lifelong 

love of reading.

Annie & Mike
DeVries

Literary Underwriters of the 
Barbara McQuade author event 

~ George Orwell

m
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Northern Michiganders 
were stunned when 

two major documentaries 
appeared about Twin 
Flames Universe, a self-
help and wellness cult, 
with its leaders stationed 
in Suttons Bay. The depth 
of emotional pain expressed by 
former members was hard to watch and 
raised more questions than it answered. 
What exactly is a cult? What is the 
seductive draw that entraps people? Can 
law enforcement play a role in helping 
those who voluntarily join and fork over 
their savings?

This event will feature Keely Griffin, a 
survivor of the Twin Flames Universe, 
and Dr. Janja Lalich, a cult expert. 
Both who were featured on the Netflix 
documentary, "Escaping Twin Flames." 

Keely will talk about her journey into the 
online group with the goal of improving 
her life, relationships and finding her 
“twin flame,” or divinely chosen soulmate. 
After three years, she left the cult, having 
lost everything, including her career, 
savings, and beloved sister, whom she 
encouraged to join the cult. Keely aspires 
to advocate for fellow survivors in the 
legal system and improve education and 
legislation around coercive control.

Dr. Janja Lalich the author of Take Back 
Your Life: Recovering from Cults and 
Abusive Relationships, will talk about the 
draw of cults, the different forms they 
take, and why they are so hard to escape.

Dr. Lalich is a renowned expert in the 
field of cults and coercion. She has 
written numerous books on the topic and 
appeared on national news programs. 
A former Fulbright scholar, Dr. Lalich is 
the founder and CEO of the nonprofit, 
Lalich Center for Cults and Coercion.

FEBRUARY 22,  7 PM • CITY OPERA HOUSE

JANJA LALICH

GUEST HOST JACOB WHEELER publishes the Glen Arbor Sun news-
paper and works with student journalists at Northwestern Michigan 
College. His reporting has won awards from Project Censored 
and the Michigan Press Association. A native of Denmark, he has 
filed stories from five continents, and his work has appeared in 
Utne Reader, Christian Science Monitor, Detroit Free Press, and the 

San Francisco Chronicle. He lives in Traverse City, Michigan, with his 
wife, Sarah, and two children.

Twin Flames Universe: 
Burned!
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“In a time of  deceit,  
telling the truth is a  
revolutionary act.”

Proud to Support the National Writers Series  
and Barbara McQuade's author event

Nancy & Bob Giles 'Truth Matters' Author Conversations

Proud to Support the 
National Writers Series 
and the Love of Reading 
and Writing!

PAM & HAROLD 
LASSERS 
Event Underwriters of the 
Barbara McQuade 
Author Event

The best way to
support a community
is to be a part of it.

GEORGE ORWELL
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America is under attack and 
the weapon is disinfor-

mation. So says Barbara  
McQuade, a legal analyst 
for NBC News and MS-
NBC, and a University of 
Michigan law professor.

Barbara  writes about how 
authoritarians throughout history have 
manipulated the truth to advance their 
own agendas in her new book, Attack 
From Within—the psychological tactics 
they use, why they work, and how 
the digital age is making the threat 
more potent everyday. She also offers 
solutions and aims to inspire a national 
conversation about renewing this country 
to a democracy.

Barbara McQuade is a University of 
Michigan Law School professor, her alma 
mater, and teaches criminal law, criminal 
procedure, national security, and data 
privacy. She is also a legal analyst for 
NBC News and MSNBC, and a co-host of 
the podcast #SistersInLaw. From 2010 to 
2017, she served as U.S Attorney for the 

Eastern District of Michigan. McQuade 
was appointed by President Barack 
Obama, and was the first woman to serve 
in her position. She has also worked as a 
sports writer, copy editor, a  judicial law 
clerk, an associate in private practice, and 
an assistant U.S. attorney. She and her 
husband, Dan Hurley, have four children 
and live in Ann Arbor.

MARCH 11, 7 PM • CITY OPERA HOUSE

GUEST HOST JOHN U. BACON has worked nearly three decades as 
a writer, a public speaker, and a college instructor. He has written 
13 books, seven of which have been national bestsellers, including 
The Great Halifax Explosion, which is being adapted into a play. 
Good Morning America called his current book, Let Them Lead: 

Unexpected Lessons in Leadership from America’s Worst High School 
Hockey Team, “The real Ted Lasso.” His next book, The Wreck of the 

Edmund Fitzgerald, will be published by Liveright/W.W. Norton in 2025. 

Supported by Nancy and  
Bob Giles 'Truth Matters' 

Author Conversations

BARBARA 
McQUADE

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Event Underwriters: 
Pam & Harold Lassers 
Literary Underwriters:
Annie & Mike DeVries

Disinformation is seeping  
into all facets of our society.

GEORGE ORWELL



231-944-6809 • baybooksmi@gmail.com
220 N SAINT JOSEPH STREET, SUTTONS BAY 

Online ordering available at www.BayBooksMi.com

TO READ OR 
NOT TO READ?

We have the answer 
at Bay Books!

PROUD TO 
SUPPORT THE 

NATIONAL 
WRITERS SERIES

IN BRINGING 
AMAZING 
AUTHORS
TO OUR 

COMMUNITY

Open Mon-Fri, 10am- 6pm , Sat, 10am-5pm

Literary sponsor for the Don Winslow, Tommy Orange, 
and the Hampton Sides Author Events.
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Legendary author Don 
Winslow will take the 

stage to promote City 
in Ruins—the explosive 
conclusion of his epic 
Danny Ryan trilogy. An 
international bestselling 
author, he has announced 
this will be the final novel of his 
extraordinary career.

City in Ruins tells the tale of Danny Ryan, 
who is beyond his wildest dreams rich. 
Once a dock worker, Irish mob soldier, 
and fugitive from the law, he is now a 
respectable businessman—a Las Vegas 
casino mogul and billionaire partner 
in a group that owns two lavish hotels. 
He finally has it all: a beautiful house, 
a child he adores, a woman he might 
even fall in love with.

But when he tries to buy an old hotel on 
a prime piece of real estate with plans to 
build his dream resort, he triggers a war 
against Las Vegas power brokers, an FBI 
agent bent on revenge, and a rival casino 
owner with dark connections of his own.

Danny thought he had buried his past, 
but now it reaches up to him from the 
grave to pull him down. 

After publishing his first novels, Winslow  
branched into television and film with 
his friend Shane Salerno. Together they 
wrote UC/Undercover and collaborated 
on the screenplay of his novel, Savages, 
made into a feature film by Oliver Stone. 

He has written 25 award-winning, interna-
tional bestsellers. Many are destined 
for the small and big screen. He lives in 
California with his wife of 31 years.

APRIL 7, 7 PM • CITY OPERA HOUSE

DON WINSLOW

GUEST HOST DOUG STANTON is the #1 New York Times best-selling 
author of In Harm’s Way and 12 Strong, made into a major motion 
picture by Jerry Bruckheimer, and The Odyssey of Echo Company. 
He has written for numerous major publications. He was awarded 
the 2021 Steven Ambrose Oral History award. Doug attended 

Interlochen Arts Academy, Hampshire College, and received an MFA 
from the Writers’ Workshop at the University of Iowa. He announced 

the creation of the National Writers Series in 2009. His wife, Anne, and attorney Grant 
Parsons are co-founders. He and Anne have three children and live in Traverse City.

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Literary Sponsor:   BAY BOOKS

Sometimes you have to 
become what you hate to 

protect what you love.
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eFulf i l lment Service provides warehousing and 
order ful f i l lment services for onl ine sel lers.

We are extremely proud to support Battle of 
the Books and the National Writers Series!

www.eFulfi l lmentService.com

We’re honored to support the work of Battle of the Books  
and National Writers Series in helping readers dream.

Read, and inspire your dreams! 
At eFulfillment Service, we fulfill the dreams of entrepreneurs 

worldwide by storing and shipping their products.
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eFulf i l lment Service provides warehousing and 
order ful f i l lment services for onl ine sel lers.

We are extremely proud to support Battle of 
the Books and the National Writers Series!

www.eFulfi l lmentService.com

At eFulfillment Service, we fulfill the dreams of entrepreneurs 
worldwide by storing and shipping their products. 

To learn how we’d fulfill your dreams, visit our website and get a quote. 

We’re honored to support the 
work of Battle of the Books 
and National Writers Series 
in helping readers dream.

Read, and inspire your dreams!

www.eFulfillmentService.com

We Are Proud 
to be A PArt of

Battle 
of the 

Books

Sera & Richard 
Thompson

Promoting excellence in

reading and teamwork



January - June 2024  |  A Year-Round Book Festival  |  National Writers Series  |  23 

APRIL 13 • BATTLE OF THE BOOKS TC WEST HIGH SCHOOL

LET THE GAMES BEGIN!

During the winter months, the NWS 
Battle of the Books program engages 

hundreds of fourth and fifth graders in 
reading fun! Kids read incredible stories to-
gether, and learn book facts to prepare for 
an all-day, heart-pounding competition on 
April 13 at Traverse City West High School.

The Battle of the Books season begins in 
December when teams of 4-6 kids form 
under the leadership of a coach, usually a 
wonderful parent (thank you!). In January, 
there's the Book Handout—a special night 
when teams follow a series of fun activities 
that reveal their official battle books as they 
go. Hosted at Traverse Area District Library, 
the Book Handout sends off each team 
with a bag of eight books (provided by 
NWS free of charge) and new friendships.

With books in hand, teams meet weekly 
to read, discuss stories, and strategize. 
Months of preparation culminate in the 
Battle of the Books Tournament on April 
13. At the Tournament, teams rotate 
through four events that challenge their 
book knowledge, creativity, and team-
work skills. At day's end, the kids gather to 
crown the top-scoring teams, celebrate the 
fun of reading together, and meet the best-
selling author of a book they read.

 
Battle of the Books creates a commu-
nity-wide wave of reading enthusiasm 
that sweeps through the kids, siblings, 
friends, teachers, 100+ volunteers, and 
even bookstore patrons. We are so 
grateful to our sponsors, partner-in-battle 
Traverse Area District Library, volunteers, 
and a dedicated planning committee 
who make it happen each year.

To learn more about Battle of the Books 
and check out the amazing books on this 
year's reading list, visit www.battleofthe-
booksgt.org. 
 
(Not a Traverse City Area Public Schools event.)

MAY YOUR JOURNEY BE EPIC

In partnership with the Traverse Area District Library

BATTLE 
of the 

BOOKS

Battle of the Books makes reading fun, from 
creative team names and outfits  to team 
problem-solving.
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Proud to SuPPort

battle of the books
and the love of reading!

~  Anne and RobeRt tuckeR
     Sponsors of the Battle of the Books

The National 
Writers Series 

Thanks the 
Kettering Family  

Foundation
and the 

Rollin M. Gerstacker 
Foundation

for its Support of 
Battle of the Books 

and all the 
Raising Writers 

Programs.

proud to support readers 
and writers of all ages 

Cameron & Dan Farley
~ Battle of the Books Underwriters

Battle of the BooksPROUD TO SUPPORT

Today's readers,
tomorrow's leaders.

Richard & Susan 
Bingham

Battle of the Books Underwriters

Ba�le of the Books

National Writers Series
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For this year’s Battle of 
the Books event, we 

are excited to welcome 
New York Times bestselling 
author Chris Grabenstein. 
Chris will help crown 
the top teams, give an 
inspiring talk, and field an 
always unpredictable mix 
of questions from the young readers. 
Chris has written multiple award-winning 
series such as Mr. Lemoncello's Library, 
The Smartest Kid in the Universe, and 
Welcome to Wonderland.

After graduating from the University of 
Tennessee in Knoxville, Chris moved 
to New York City and started doing 
improvisational comedy in Greenwich 
Village. During those years, he also wrote 
for the Muppets and helped create the 
CBS holiday classic The Christmas Gift, 
starring John Denver. He then spent 
seventeen years writing radio and 
television commercials 
for brands such as KFC, 
Dr Pepper, Seven Up, 
and many others. The 
format of his most 
recent release is sure 
to thrill young fans: 
Escape from Mr. 
Lemoncello's Library: 
The Graphic Novel.

For this year, we are thrilled to include 
Home Sweet Motel from the Welcome to 
Wonderland series as one of our Battle of 
the Books selections for 2024. His books 
have won numerous accolades, including 

CHRIS 
GRABENSTEIN

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Major Sponsors & Underwriters:
eFulfillment Service
Richard and Susan Bingham
Cameron and Dan Farley
Safety Net
Richard and Sera Thompson
Robert and Anne Tucker

Grantors:
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation
Kettering Family Foundation
Michigan Arts & Culture Council
National Endowment for the Arts

“SO FUNNY I FELL OFF MY BED!” 
              –Izzy B., age 10

the Sid Fleischamn Humor  Award from 
the SCBWI and the Denise  McCoy Legacy 
Award for Humor. 

Chris lives with his wife, JJ, in New York City 
with two cats and lots of ideas.

APRIL 13 • BATTLE OF THE BOOKS TC WEST HIGH SCHOOL
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CHEERS TO NWS VOLUNTEERS!

Clockwise from top left: Heather Shumaker and Barb Vinocur; Chuck Mueller; volunteers at 
the Mitch Albom event; Volunteers pose on the City Opera House stairway; Jinhee Scholtus, 
Mary Ann Warner, and Jean Sarasin.
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MAY 1, 7 PM • CITY OPERA HOUSE

Hampton Sides 
is an award-

winning author of 
several nonfiction 
books, including the 
bestselling histories 
Hellhound on his Trial, 
Blood and Thunder, and 
Ghost Soldiers. Now he tells 
the tale of Captain James Cook’s last 
journey, a thrilling narrative of the constant 
danger of exploration in the 1700s. 

Before embarking on his last voyage, 
Captain Cook was admired for his 
peerless seamanship, his humane 
leadership, and his dedication to science.

Yet on this last journey, Cook became 
hot-tempered, resorting to the lash to 
enforce discipline and leading his two 
vessels into danger time and again. 
Uncharacteristically, he ordered violent 
retaliation for perceived theft on the part 
of native peoples. This may have had 
something to do with the pressure he felt 
from secret orders—to chart and claim 
lands before Britain’s rivals could–and  to 
discover the fabled Northwest Passage. 
But the ultimate effects were catastrophic 
for Indigenous people around the world.

The Wide Wide Sea is a major work from 
one of our finest narrative nonfiction 
writers.

Hampton Sides is an award-winning 
editor of Outside. He lives in New Mexico 
with his wife, Anne, and their three sons.

HAMPTON SIDES

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Event Underwriters: 
Ron Chao & Paula Kelly
Literary Sponsor: Bay Books

GUEST HOST DOUG STANTON is the #1 New York Times best-selling 
author of In Harm’s Way and 12 Strong, made into a major motion 
picture by Jerry Bruckheimer, and The Odyssey of Echo Company. 
His writing has appeared in numerous major publications. He 
was awarded the 2021 Steven Ambrose Oral History award. Doug 

attended Interlochen Arts Academy, Hampshire College, and received 
an MFA from the Writers’ Workshop at the University of Iowa. He created 

the National Writers Series in 2009 with his wife, Anne, and attorney Grant Parsons. He 
and Anne have three children and live in Traverse City.

A ferociously-paced story of 
adventure and consequences  

in the Age of Exploration.
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Proud to support the National Writers Series  
and the Amy Tan  author event

Karen & Clark Bunting 'Natural Wonders' Author Conversations

“An understanding of  the 
natural world is a source of  

not only great curiosity,  
but great fulfillment.”

SIR DAVID ATTENBOROUGH

Fresh
The families of the Record-Eagle 
are proud to support the Writers Series. 
We are here with you every step 
of the way.
Bringing the very best in news 
coverage, 24 hours per day to 
Northwest Michigan families. 

EagleRecordTRAVERSE CITY

www.record-eagle.com

120 W. Front Street 
231-946-2187
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MAY 14, 7 PM • CITY OPERA HOUSE

AMY TAN

GUEST HOST ED RONCO is the news director at Interlochen 
Public Radio. He moved back to his home state of Michigan after 
nine years in Seattle, where he was the local host of "All Things 
Considered" for public radio station KNKX. Before that, he worked 
as a reporter in Sitka, Alaska, and South Bend, Indiana. Ed and his 

partner, David, live just outside Traverse City.

Supported by Karen & Clark 
Bunting 'Natural Wonders' 

Author Conversations

With boundless charm and  
wit, Amy Tan charts her foray 

into birding and the natural 
wonders of the world.

Tracking the natural 
beauty that 

surrounds us, Amy 
Tan's new book, 
The Backyard Bird 
Chronicles maps 
the passage of time 
through daily entries, 
thoughtful questions, and 
beautiful original sketches.

In 2016, Amy Tan grew overwhelmed 
by the state of the world: Hatred 
and misinformation became a daily 
presence on social media, and the 
country felt more divisive than ever.  
In search of peace, Tan turned toward 
the natural world just beyond her 
window and, specifically, the birds 
visiting her yard. But what began  
as an attempt to find solace turned  
into something far greater—an 
opportunity to savor quiet moments 
during a volatile time, connect to 
nature in a meaningful way, and 
imagine the intricate lives of the birds 
she admired.

The result is a gorgeous, witty account of 
birding, nature, and the beauty around 
us that hides in plain sight, written and 
illustrated by the best-selling author of 
The Joy Luck Club. With a foreword by 
David Allen Sibley.

Amy Tan is the author of several novels, 
including The Joy Luck Club and The 
Bonesetter's Daughter. She is a co-
producer and co-screenwriter of the film 
version of The Joy Luck Club and is on 
the board of American Bird Conservancy. 
She lives in Sausalito, California.

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
A GENEROUS FRIEND OF NWS
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TRAVERSE CITY'S 
DOWNTOWN 

BISTRO!

Experience the local flavor, dedicated service 
and consistent reputation that has kept Amical  

a Front Street favorite for three decades.

fresh • seasonal 
creative

231.941.8888 • Amical.com
229 E. Front Street • Downtown Traverse City

Proud supporter of the National Writers Series  
and the Tommy Orange author event

Diana Milock 'Historical Fiction' Author Conversations

“A generation which 
ignores history has no 
past and no future.”

ROBERT HEINLEIN



January - June 2024  |  A Year-Round Book Festival  |  National Writers Series  |  31 

A  Pulitzer-Prize finalist  
and National 

Book Award winner of 
There There, Tommy 
Orange delivers 
another masterpiece 
in Wandering Stars. It 
was chosen by Time 
Magazine as one of the 
25 Most Anticipated Books of 2024. It 
was also selected by NPR as one of "11 
books to look forward to in 2024."

This powerful novel traces the legacies 
of the Sand Creek Massacre of 1864 and 
the Carlisle Indian Industrial School (the 
nation’s first Indian boarding school) 
through three generations of a family. 

In Colorado, 1864, Star, a young survivor 
of the Sand Creek Massacre, is brought 
to the Fort Marion Prison Castle, where 
he is forced to learn English and practice 
Christianity by an evangelical prison 
guard. A generation later, Star’s son, 
Charles, is sent to the school, where 
he is also brutalized. Charles becomes 
friends with fellow student Opal Viola, as 
the two envision a future away from the 
institutional violence that follows their 
bloodlines.

In 2018, Oakland, California, Opal Viola 
Victoria Bear Shield is barely holding her 
family together after the shooting that 
nearly took the life of her nephew Orvil. 

Tommy Orange is a graduate of the MFA 
program at the Institute of American 
Indian Arts. An enrolled member of 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of 
Oklahoma, he was born and raised in 
Oakland, California.

"For the sake of knowing, of under-
standing, Wandering Stars blew my heart 
into a thousand pieces and put it all back 
together again. This is a masterwork that 
will not be forgotten, a masterwork that 
will forever be part of you.” 
           
         ~Morgan Talty, bestselling    
             author of Night of the Living Rez

Our guest host for this event will be 
announced soon!

MAY 20, 7 PM • CITY OPERA HOUSE

TOMMY ORANGE

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Literary Sponsor:  BAY BOOKS
Livestream Sponsor:  REHMANN

Supported by Diana Milock 
'Historical Fiction' 

Author Conversations
Piercing in its poetry, sorrow, 

and rage–a devastating  
indictment of America’s  
war on its own people.

CANCELED
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23 24
ICA SINGER-SONGWRITER SHOWCASE
FRI, FEB 9, 2024 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND: FUNNY GIRL
SAT, FEB 10, 2024 - 2PM

THE STEP CREW
SUN, MARCH 10, 2024 - 7PM

ARTRAGEOUS
SAT, APRIL 20, 2024 - 8PM

ICA SPOKEN WORD SHOWCASE
THUR, APRIL 25, 2024 - 7:30PM

THE MOTH
FRI, APRIL 26, 2024 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND: SIX THE MUSICAL
SAT, MAY 18, 2024 - 2PM

CITYOPERAHOUSE.ORG 
231.941.8082

SAVE THE DATE!
COH ANNUAL GALA 
FEBRUARY 17, 2024

THE FRIARS  
WINTERPALOOZA
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN  
MEN’S GLEE CLUB 
FRI, JAN 19, 2024 - 8PM

COMEDIAN  
ORNY ADAMS
SAT, JAN 20, 2024 - 8PM

JOIN US 
FOR THE 
REMAINDER 
OF OUR  
SEASON!

MORE TO 
COME... 
JOIN 
OUR FREE 
ECLUB!
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2009
Elmore Leonard
Peter Leonard
Doug Stanton

2010
Amy Alkon
Rhoda Janzen
Tom Brokaw
Thomas Lynch
Mary Karr
Audrey Niffenegger
Mario Batali
James Bradley
Peter Matthiessen
Karl Marlantes 

2011
Janet Leahy /
Lisa Albert
Sara Brokaw
Mitch Albom
Paula McLain
Bonnie Jo Campbell/
Jack Driscoll/  
Michael Zadoorian
Roy Blount, Jr.
Sebastian Junger
Richard Ford
Elmore Leonard
Daniel Silva
Gretchen Holt Witt
Tom Perrotta
Jeffrey Eugenides
David Sedaris
Chuck Klosterman

2012
Vince Gilligan
Jodi Picoult
Geraldine Brooks
Michael Sandel
Anna Quindlen
Natalie Bakapoulos
Janet Evanovich
Lee Child
Maggie Stiefvater
Ayaan Hirsi Ali
Benjamin Busch
Michael Connelly
2013
Chip Johannessen
Buzz Bissinger
Blaine Harden
Gillian Flynn
Nathaniel Philbrick
Jason Matthews
Colum McCann
Temple Grandin
Mitch Albom
Benjamin Percy
Michael Paterniti
Jamie Ford
David Finkel
Nikki Giovanni
Sara Paretsky 
2014 
Kelly Corrigan
George Packer
Steve Luxenberg
Anchee Min
Emily Giffin
Daniel James Brown
Karin Slaughter

Greg Holmes/ 
Katherine Roth
Diana Gabaldon
A.J. Baime/ 
Bryce Hoffman
Nancy Horan
Sophie Kinsella
Rita Mae Brown
Brian Castner/
Brian Turner
2015
Tess Gerritsen
Garth Stein
Debbie Macomber
Jeff Shaara
Harlan Coben
Hampton Sides
Mardi Link
Vanessa Diffenbaugh
Ben Sidran
Bonnie Jo Campbell
Paula McLain
Sarah Chayes
Susan Casey
John U. Bacon

2016
James Rollins
James Tobin
Tui Sutherland
Laurie R. King
Brian Castner
David Ebershoff
Lucy Kalanithi
Jim & Lynn Kouf
Paola Gianturco
David Maraniss
Margaret Atwood

Ann Patchett
Jodi Picoult
Kyle Mills
Daniel Bergner
2017
John Donvan
Beth Macy
Gordon Korman
Greg Iles
Eric Fair
Elizabeth Strout
Andrea Petersen
Mary Roach
Julia Glass
W. Bruce Cameron
Sarah Shoemaker
Doug Stanton
Alice Waters
Terry McDonell
Dan Gerber
Murray Howe
Sebastian Junger/
Phil Caputo 

2018
Doug Stanton
Peter Heller
Nikki Giovanni
Peter Brown
Anna Quindlen
Drew Philp
Eileen McNamara
Samantha Irby
David Grann
Richard Russo
Adriana Trigiani
Annie Spence
Beth Macy

Mona Hanna-Attisha
Joe Hill
Amy Goldstein
Tayari Jones
Alice Walker 
Richard Clarke
John U. Bacon

2019
Jen Sincero
Tommy Tomlinosn
Keith Gave
Grace Lin
Lisa Scottoline
Elizabeth Berg/
Elizabeth Letts/
Lynne Olson
Marie Benedict
Daniel Pink
Bryan Gruley
Steve Hamilton
Douglas Brinkley
Tanya Anne Crosby
Karl Marlantes
David Maraniss
Aarti Shahani
Randall Sullivan
Susan Orlean
Mitch Albom
Nelson & Alex Demille

2020
Nicholas Kristof/
Sheryl Wudunn
Steve Luxenberg
Peter Heller
Terry McMillan
Bob Giles

CELEBRATING 14 YEARS & 260+ AUTHORS!

LOOK WHO’S BEEN  HERE!
MARGARET	ATWOOD PETER HELLER ANN PATCHETT FREDRIK BACKMAN
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Scott Turow
Elaine Weiss
William Kent Krueger
David Blight
Miles Harvey
Brad Thor
Karen Dionne
Molly Wizenberg
Susan Goldberg
Chasten Buttigieg
Ruth Ware
Yaa Gyasi
Kate Walbert
Christopher Haugh & 
Jordan Blashek
Alice Hoffman
Larissa Fasthorse
Albert Woodfox

2021
Dwight Garner
Alan Lightman
Martha Teichner
Diane Rehm
Shelley Pearsall
Imbolo Mbue
Chris Bohjalian
Karla Cornejo  
Villavicencio
Rochelle Riley
Mary Doria Russell
Robin Wall  
Kimmerer
Emily Henry
Megan Miranda
Dax-Devlon Ross
Susie Yang
John U. Bacon
Pam Houston
Afghanistan Today
International Panel

Mary Roach
Anthony Doerr
Alex Michaelides
Joshua Prager
Jason Reynolds
Omar El Akkad
Angeline Boulley

2022
Daniel Lieberman
Michael Schur
Honorée Fanonne 
Jeffers
Vanessa Riley
Wanda M.Morris
Jack Cheng
Ellen Airgood
Brad Meltzer
Joy Harjo
George Saunders
Paul Holes
Daniel Bergner
Angie Morgan
Jerry Dennis /
Dave Dempsey
Benjamin Gilmer
Fredrik Backman
Margo Price
David Sedaris
Alice Wong /
Stephanie Foo
Pete Souza
Anna Quindlen

2023
Keith Gave/
Tim Rappleye
Nina Totenberg
Alvin Hall
Dan Egan
Ross Gay

Jasmine Warga
Jeannette Walls
Bonnie Garmus
Chasten Buttigieg
Geraldine Brooks
Ruth Ware
Nedra Glover Tawwab
Ann Patchett
Jack Driscoll
Ed Yong
Cameron McWhirter/
Zusha Elinson
Ken Follett
V.E. Schwab
Heather  Cox  
Richardson
Erin French
Nita Prose
Mitch Albom

GUEST HOSTS
Jenie Altruda
John U. Bacon
April Baer
Nancy Baker
Sarah Bearup-Neal
Holly T. Bird
Kate Botello
Jennifer Blakeslee
Geraldine Brooks
Fleda Brown
Benjamin Busch
Elizabeth Buzzelli
Elon Cameron
Cynthia Canty
Phil Caputo
Kendra Carr
Susan Casey
Brittany Cavallaro
Jeremiah Chamberlin
Coco Champagne
Alan Cheuse

Rick Coates
Michael Delp
Tony Demin
Jerry Dennis
Michael Dow
Nick Edson
David Ebershoff
Loren Estleman
Rich Fahle
Christal Frost
Bob Giles
David Griffith
Bryan Gruley
Jeff Haas
Leigh Haber
Colin Harrison
Ed Helms
Ron Hogan
Laura Hohnhold
Rose Hollander
Jean Jennings
Ron Jolly
Bronwyn Jones
Karl Klockars
Walter Kirn
Shannon H. Kleiber
Elizabeth Kostova
Major General
Michael Lehnert
Deb Leonard
Mardi Link
Pat Livingston
Thomas Lynch
Cara McDonald
Paula McLain
Beth Milligan
Megan Miranda
Ari Mokdad
Angie Morgan
Stefanie Murray
Cari Noga
Susan Odgers
Anne-Marie Oomen

Eric Patterson
Peter Payette 
Nate Payne
Leonard Pitts, jr.
Nargis Hakim  
Rahman
Megan Raphael
Troy Reimink
Rochelle Riley 
Ed Ronco
Neal Rubin
Lynn Rutan
Paul Saginaw
John Searles
Jack Segal
Arti Shahani
Patrick Shea
Morgan Springer
Anne Stanton
Doug Stanton
Paige St. John
Anne Strainchamps
Lisa Taylor
Lysley Tenorio
Ed Tracy
Jerome Vaughn
Colleen Wares
Courtney Wiggins
Peter Whorf
Lucas Wittmann
Kerrey Woughter

CELEBRATING 14 YEARS & 260+ AUTHORS!

YOU WON'T
 BELIEVE 
WHO'S 

COMING 
NEXT!

“To me, one of the biggest charms 
of the series is how genuine and 
authentic it is. I have really enjoyed 
the authors and moderators sharing 
of themselves in such a personal 
way.  When guests are such "real" 
people and share practical tips 

as Mitch Albom did regarding his 
actual "how I do it" with number of 
hours writing a day and why that 
works for him, it's inspiring yet less 
daunting all at the same time!”  
 
  ~ JANNIFER STROMBERG

KUDOS TO NWS!
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A COMMUNITY OF READERS AND WRITERS!

CLOCKWISE	FROM	TOP	LEFT:		1)	Ed	Yong	
and	Ed	Ronco	2)	Erin	French	3)	A	fan	of	
NWS		4)	Heather	Cox	Richardson	and	Neal	
Rubin	5)	Mitch	Albom	6)	Cameron	 
McWhirter	and	Zusha	Elinson	7)	Nita	Prose	 
8)	Jack	Driscoll.	Center	photos	are	 
9)	Ruth	Queens	and	Deora	Hoag	and	 
10)	Anne	Stanton.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 9

10



A COMMUNITY OF READERS AND WRITERS!

Proud supporter 
of our community 

and non-profit
partners since

1898. 
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SUSTAINING SPONSOR

SEASON SPONSOR DEVELOPMENT SPONSOR

northguardgroup.com TraverseCity.com

ARTS BENEFACTOR SPONSOR COMMUNITY SPONSOR

nwmiarts.org westshorebank.com

THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
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MEDIA SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

GRANTORS

The Wege 
Foundation

Rollin M. Gerstacker 
Foundation

This activity is supported by the MICHIGAN 
ARTS & CULTURE COUNCIL and the 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS.

THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

TC’s Complete Printing Solution TeamTC’s Complete Printing Solution Team



 40   |  National Writers Series  |  A Year-Round Book Festival  |  January - June 2024

AUTHOR EVENT SPONSORS

BARBARA MCQUADE

BONNIE JO CAMPBELL

TWIN FLAMES
Diana Milock 

'Historical Fiction' 
Author Conversations

Literary Sponsor: BAY BOOKS
Livestream Sponsor: REHMANN

Literary Sponsor:

KAVEH AKBAR

Lola Jackson & Dilys Tosteson Garcia 
'Community-Building' 
Author Conversations

Literary Sponsor: 
A Generous Friend of NWS

Bob Giles 'Truth Matters'
Author Conversations

Event Underwriters: 
Pam & Harold Lassers
Literary Underwriters: 

Annie & Mike DeVries

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

Major Sponsors/Underwriters: 
eFulfillment Service

Richard and Susan Bingham
Cameron and Dan Farley

Richard and Sera Thompson
Robert and Anne Tucker

Grantors:
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation

Kettering Family Foundation
Michigan Arts & Culture Council
National Endowment for the Arts

Livestream Sponsor: 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

DON WINSLOW

HAMPTON SIDES

Literary Sponsor: 
BAY BOOKS

Literary Sponsor: 
BAY BOOKS

Event Underwriters: 
Ron Chao & Paula Kelly

AMY TAN

Karen & Clark Bunting 
'Natural Wonders' 

Author Conversations
Literary Sponsor: 

A Generous Friend of NWS

TOMMY ORANGE

THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
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FOUNDERS CIRCLE
$10,000/year for 3 years
Brenda & Ross Biederman
Aubrey Adelle Bliss
Rota & David Bump
Dana & Casey Cowell
Susie & Bill Janis
Diana & Richard Milock
Jon & Marissa Wege

BOOKER PRIZE
$75,000 and above
Bob & Nancy Giles

BESTSELLER LIST
$5,000 - $10,000
Anonymous
Ross & Brenda Biederman
Richard & Susan Bingham*
Rota Bump - in memory  
of  David Bump*
Clark & Karen Bunting*
Leith & Gloria Butler
Dan & Marsha Edson
Dan & Cameron Farley
Paula Jo & Jamie Kemler*
Jim & Diana Huckle
Lola Jackson &  
Dilys Tosteson Garcia*
Bill & Susie Janis
Jon & Sue Kinne
Eleanor Luedtke
Richard & Diana Milock
Anne Montgomery*
Sera & Rick Thompson*
Janet Wolf

NATIONAL BOOK 
AWARD 
$1,000 - $4,999 
Laura Asiala
Danielle Beauvais & Steve 
Baumgartner
Lorraine & Mack Beers
Arleta Bernson
Bob & Marcy Branski
Terry Carrithers
Bob & Suzy Cline
Susan & Al Cogswell
Bill & Paula Cordes

Beverly Cuthbert
Michael & Annie DeVries*
Karen & Roger Edgley
Debra Edson
Patrick (Pat) Egan
Anonymous
Ward & Mary Gillett*
Jason Gollan
C. Joanne Grabinski
Gail & Robert Hetler
Chip & Shirley Hoagland
Beth Holmes-Bozung &  
Kevin Bozung*
Susan Kettering*
Harold & Pamela Lassers*
Marcy & Jordan Lindberg
Wayne & Terry Lobdell
Janice & Michael London
Magmus Tool & Die Co.
Gladys & Tom Maguire
Nancy McGuire
Elizabeth (Betsy) Moore
David Murphy &  
Suzanne Peters
Mark & Helen Neithercut
Grant & Paulette Parsons
Linda & Max Proffitt
Bernie & Donna Rubin
Scott Schulz
Vicki Stanton
Ryan & Jessica Sullivan
Stephen Tomlinson &  
Pam Fletcher
Herm Triezenberg &
Elizabeth Mostrom
Robert & Anne Tucker*
Bill Unger*
Jill & Tim Vollbrecht
Nancy & Kent Walton
Angie & Ed Witkowski
Alice Wolfe

*Also an event underwriter

PULITZER CLUB 
$250 - $999
Nathanael Adamson
Vicki & Bil Anderson
Gary & Mimi Appel
Jeanne Ascione
Barbara & Joseph Backus

Judy & Bruce Balas
Diana & Jeff Baribeau
Thomas Barnes
Linda Barry
Polly Basile
Barb & Chuck Benson
Alfred & Joan Bonney
Cynthia Brzak
Susan Burks
Dick & Sue Campbell
Jennifer & Stan Carroll
Andrew & Brooke Chapman
Randy Chapman & Angela 
Schuler
Luba & Kurt Childs
Elsa Clark
Marylou & Don Coe
Camille Colatosti
Steve & Sheri Constantin
James & Margaret Costello
Rebecca D'Agostino &  
David Faling
Nancy Davy
Kelly Dillan
Michael & Brenda Earl
Bob Eichenlaub &  
Becky Ewing
Mike & Rhonda Estes
Renee & Don Fedrigon
Mike & Mary Forness
Lisa Genesen & David Tabolt
Chris & Jen Gerling
Christine & Michael Gravlin
Pat Green
David & Kara Gregory
John Gudritz
Tom & Victoria Gutowski
Sondra Hardy
Jeanne & Michael Haynes
Tom Hazelton
Stephen Hennessy
Pam & Steve Horne
Bette Jackson
Michael & Joanie Jackson
Deyar Jamil
Jill & Jerome Jelinek
Pat Kessel &  Barb  
Gordon-Kessel
Ruthanne Kladder

DONATION	PERIOD	12	MONTHS		~	FROM	12-30-22	THRU	12-30-23

THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
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PULITZER CLUB continued
George Kleiber & Diane Dabich
Kathy Kovas
Kima Kraimer
Judith & Charles Kraus
Suzanne & Jim Lamond
Dona Laskey
Maryln & Gordon Lawrence
Marcia Lee
Susan Lio
Eleanor Lynn
Laurie & Paul Madison
Catherine Markes
Larry Mawby & Lois Bahle
Meredith McComb
Louise McDermott
George &  Eleanor Miller
Jayne Mohr & Calvin Karr
John Moore & Elinor Fong
Shirley Murray
Kevin Nagy & Debbie Lewis
Nancy Navarre
Mary Oosterhouse
Barbara Papazian
Paul Schmuckal
Mary Peters
Beedy Ritchie & Bruce Neiner
Pug Rundio
Jennifer Schell
Christine Schneider
Patricia Sharpnack
Angela Sheets
Sarah Shoemaker
Alton & Kathy Smith
Isiah & Marlene Smith
Bonnie Stanton
Doug & Anne Stanton
Kathleen Steeves
Daniel Stewart
Karin & David Summers
Craig & Becky Tester
Jodi Thompson
Maria Tucker & John Stilwell
Doug & Cindy Weaver
Bonnie Willings
Betsy & Richard Wilson
Pete Wilson

QUILL DONORS
$125 - $249
James Adams
Carol Adler

Alison Arthur
Valerie Atkin
David Barth & Ronda 
Edwards-Barth
Jan Bauer
Margaret Bossenbery
Trish Brauninger
Mary Ellen Bridges
Linda Butka & Bryan Olshove
Susan Cahn
Vicki Carpenter & 
Phil Downs
Valerie Church-McHugh
Jill & Richard Claybour
Marilyn Cobb
Shelley Cowan
Betsy Davis
Mike & Tekla Dettmer
Michelle Detty
Gail Drayton
Ann Marie Erickson
Gary Faria & Patricia Mallon
Donna & Michael Flynn
Richard & Lin Foa
Julia Freiburger
Keith Gave
Branko & Diane Gegich
Sally Grady
Agnes Hayden
Teri Hedrich & Alfred Stachel
Mike & Sharon Herron
Brian & Vicki Howard
Roz Huntley
Kay & David Ingraham
Karin Jacobson &  
Robert Seeman
Annelle Kaspor &  
Joseph Jonika
Andrea Ketchum
Diana Ketola
Susan LaBelle
Gail Lanphear
Doni & Donald Lystra
Anne Magoun
Kristin & Bruce Moore
Christine & Douglas Muscott
Christine & Randy Nelson
Bonnie Nescot &  
Timothy Barr
Dawn & Kean Oh
Betsy & Dave Olson
Carolyn & John Olson

Stephen Palmer
Cheryl Pavkovich
Sarah Pfeil
Dennis & Barbara Piskor
Pamela Radabaugh
Yasmin Richmond &  
Ruth Hoppe
Sandy Seppala Gyr
Laura & Keith Seymore
Bill Smith & Donna Weitz
Bonnie Smith
William Smith
Lianne Somerville
Tom Streasick
David Taft
Jim Tambling
Michael & Terry Tarnow
Louise Taylor
June Thaden
Lisa Thauvette & Brian Thelen
William Thauvette
Kathy Tuckerman

FRIENDS
$50 - $125
Charlene Abernethy
Robert & Betty Adler
Gayle Akins
Margaret Alexander
Jackie Amos
Paula Anderson
Josephine Arrowood-Ross
Jillian Avis
Faye Backie
Katie Baeverstad
Josey Ballenger
Kathryn Barnes
Patricia Bauer
Michael Baughman
Pat Bazley
Becky Beach
Carole & Dennis Becker
Elizabeth & Richard  
Bellingham
Sally Berlin
Marilyn Berry
Theresa & Charles Bethea
Janice Beyer
Lindy Bishop
Susan Bizon 
Sara Blessed
Emily Bluemer

THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
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FRIENDS continued 
Robert Bradshaw
Eric & Julia Braverman
Bright Bridge  
Communications 
Dorothy Britten
Bill & Theresa Brown
Sue Brown
Lynn Bryant
Barbara Burkhardt
Susan Burns
Peggy Byland
Susan & Charles Cady
Sandra Callis
Jean Callum
Sally Campi
Sandra & Bill Cartwright
Rita Cheyne
Keith Clancy
Melissa Cleaver
Bob & Cindy Clement
Dorothy & Robert Clore
Chad Coberly
Corinne Cochran
Sylvia Cofer
Megan Coggan
Anne Cooper
Nancy Coscarelli
Michelle Courval &  
George Kinney
Therese Cousins
Elodie Crawford
Jamie Creason
Sally Crowley
Barbara & Hugh Culton
Barb & John Dancer
Martha Daniel
Kathryn Dean
Ann Dechow
Elizabeth DeLaRossa
Nancy & Dave Denison
Kate Denten
Kay DePauw
Kathryn Drabik
Stephen & Carola Drosdeck
Luana & Dale Dueweke
Mary Jo Durivage
Lyndsay Edmonds
Shelley Ehrenberger
Sally Eisele
Mark Elliott &  
Heather Kingham

Sharon Elzinga
Amy Endresen
Kaylee Erlewein
Linda Farrell
Jill Fenton
Connie Finnin
Ellen Flegenheimer-Riggle
Janet Fleshman & John  
Snodgrass
Richard & Barbara Foster
Karen Fox
Brandon Freeman
Belinda Friis
Susan Fritz
Rondi & Carlton Fry
Cheryl Gabriel
Charlie Gano
Carla Garbin
Laura Gayan
Kathy Giffels
Armando Gonzalez-Perez
Kay Goodall
Steve & Pam Grace
Pamela Grath
Michael Greer
MaryKay Grewe
Nancy Griesinger
Terry Griffin
Richard Gross
Helen Grove &  
Theodore Wagenaar
Janet Guidos
Michael & Mary Haley
Diane Hansell
Leah Harding
Sara Hartley
Cynthia Hayes
Barbara Heflin
Paul Heidbreder
Kristina Henke
Karla Herbold
Sharon & George Hermach
Debbie & Bill Hershey
Renae Hesselink
Kimberly Hetherington
Marguerite Hickman
Linda Hoch
Tara Hochstetler
Kathy Hoffman
John Hoffmann
Marie & Doug Holem
Cate Hollenback

Kelly Holloway
Tishri Hosler
Cindy & LaVail Hull
Susan & Bruce Idema
John & Kathleen Jahoda
Karen Jennings
Kallie Jensen
Jennifer John
David Johnson
Laura Johnson
Ursula & Mark Johnson
Barbara Jones
Sue Jones
Peg & Dan Jonkhoff
Sue Judson
Gail & Kevin Juett
Terri Kachadurian
Ed & Ann Kalat
Angela Karbowski
Anne Kelly
Susan & Jeff Kessler
Ann Kincaid
David Kirby & Martha Topol
Christopher Kitchen
Ildi Kraft
Susan Kraus
Mary Kropp
Karen Kuehlhorn
Sandra Kurczewski
James Kure
Mary Landry
Alison & Steve Lang
Cynthia Langton
Melanie LaPerriere
Lynn Larson
Candace Lee
Kristin Leedom
Michael Lehnert & Denise 
Peltonen
Jeanne Lewellen
Alyssa Lichon
Andra Liepa
Kirsten Lietz
Bonnie & Steve Lockwood
Ellen Lord
Gloria & John Lyon
Patricia Mack
Stewart MacLeod
Charity & Tim Madion
Kathy Magliochetti
Lillian Mahaney
Scott Mandel & Maureen Dyer

THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
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FRIENDS continued
Peter Marabell
Marco Marcantoni
Mark & Paula Lewison
Marilyn & James McCormick
James & Lou Ann McKimmy
Lynda McKinnon
Catherine McMahon
Cory McNitt
Mark & Catherine McPherson
Barbara Melichar
Catherine Meyer-Looze
Sara Michel
Susan Michener
Chris & Donna Miller
James & Mary Beth Milliken
Jamie Mills
Sarah Mills
Jill Miner
Marsha Mixer
Marcia Monks
Cindy & James Monroe
Alyson Montgomery
Gary Moore
Loretta Morris
Stephen Morrison
Margaret Morse
Briana Motley
Linda & Chuck Mueller
Karen Mulvahill
Greg Nachazel
Cathy Nelson
Timothy Nelson & Nancy 
Johnson
Laura & Edwin Ness
Tracy Niyo
Kay Nolen
Ann Norman
Mary Nykerk
Lisa Oberman
Timothy O'Brien
Melissa O'Connor
Suzy O'Hara
Megan Olsen
Joanne Park-Foley
Nancy Parshall
John & Susan Paul
Patricia Paveglio
Lorraine Peak
Sarah Peck
JoAnna Pepe
Emily Peterson

Katie Peugeot
Christine Pfennig
Doris Pierson
Ann & Chris Porter
Ann & Tom Post
Nancy Potter
Mary Puls & Lewis Schlanbusch
Mary Query
Margaret Quinn
Sarahbeth Ramsey
Joan Rasmussen & Morry Alter
Bill Rastetter & Cary Weed
Pat Raven
Bob & Kathryn Reidy
Kathleen & Michael Rhodes
Alice Rhyner
Paula Richardson
Julie Ridenour
Suzanne Riley
Bonny Risbridger
Bob Robbins
Karen Roberts
Michael Rodenberg
Barbara Ross
Katherine Roth & Greg Holmes
Leslie Schmid
Catherine Schmidt
Janie & Wes Schulz
Sharon Scranton
JR Seeger
Winnie Simpson
Charlotte Slater
Nancy Sloan
Dee Smith
William & Mary Smith
Shirley Smith Baker
Marilynn Smyth
Sally Somsel
Linda & Chad Spawr
Barbara Stark-Nemon
Jane Stauffer
Rick Stein
Jan Stephens
Dianne & Ross Stephenson
Melanie Stieber
Jaema Stilley
Scott Stoddard
Robbin & Bill Stott
Ruth & Bob Stow
Karen Strom
Jannifer Stromberg
Greg & Mary Jo Surma

Andrew Suszek
Ashley Suttmann
Kathy Swanson
Cindy Swift
Elizabeth Taylor
Roberta Teahen
Susan Thomas
Lynn Thompson
Carol Tompkins-Parker
Marcy Toney
Babe & Wayne Toteff
Richard Tourre
Judy Trenthman
Karen Trout
Stephen & Jennifer Trust
Sally Van Vleck
Anne Vawter
Norm Veliquette
Doug Verellen
Joseph Verschaeve
Barb & David Vinocur
Christine & Richard Walter
Janet Ward
Priscilla Ware
Mary & Bob Warner
Patricia Weber
Stephen Weller
Karen Wells
John & Diane Wemlinger
Roxanne Werly
Michele Westcott
Sara White
Larry & Patricia Widmayer
Joe & Glenda Wierzbicki
Ryan Wilkinson
David Willett
Mary Winowiecki
Jesse & Molly Wolff
Michele & Peter Worden
Wayne Workman
Pam Yee & Ron Gianola
Maria Young
John & Peggy Zachman
Colleen & Mick Zanotti
Ed Zeerip

FANS 
Under $50
Jean Aloia
Tom Amor
Dennis & Anne Arouca
Sara Baarstad

THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
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FANS continued
Linda Bannan
Nicole Battista
Linda & Mike Birtles
Lindsay Buchert
Camille Campbell
Martha Campbell
Elaine & Robert Chauvin
Lucinda Clement
Constance Cook
Anne Costello
Irene Cotter
Alyssa Cozad
Kim Cozzo
Christine Curtis
Kathy & John Daniels
Jacqueline Davidson
Denise Dechene
David Dempsey
Sandi Disante
Kristine Drake
Ruth Dudley
Melanie DuPont
Susan Dutmers
Barbara Edwards
Don Ehrenberger
Marcia Endo
Jeanne Esch
Jillian & Leroy Foerster
Nancy Gallagher
Peggy Garabelli
Merritt Golick
Janet Gould
Kay Gugala
Douglas Haberland
Victoria Haehl
Leslie Hamp
Eleanor Harger

Cathy Harrington
Marta Harris
Lisa Healy
Kathleen Hoffman
Cynthia & William Hollenbeck
Michael Hughes
James Hutchison
Beth Jacobson
David Joswick
Lauren Keinath
Sharon Kennedy
Sarah Kidd
Edith Kieffer
Gloria Klinger
Catherine Kowaleski
Amy Kust
Jo Anne Lafley
Suzanne Landes
Robert Laporte
Nancy Lassen
Judy Levin
Linda Lindquist-Bishop
Nicole Lopes
Sharon L'Oriel
Kathleen Maine
Barbara McBride
Brett McDonald
Pam McGraw
Mary Merriman
Kathy Miller
Linda Mogg
Suzanne Mueller
William & Cathleen Murgan
Christine Nelson
Lorin Olson
Deborah Outcalt
Deborah Pahssen
Frances Parry

Rob & Diane Parsons
Jennifer Pfannenstiel
Denise Plakmeyer
Nancy Postorino Reeves
Michael Radke
Joanne Rochow
Mary Rodewig
Jane Rodgers
Ann Rogers
Jeanine Rossbach
Susan & Bob Sandtveit
Veronica Sanitate
Ed & Amy Schindler
Stephanie Schmidt
Donald Seman
Susan Shimmons
Jacqueline Skinner
Barb Skurdall
Susan Smith
Shelley Smithson
Rob Smuck
Bonnie Spanier & Steve Brown
Mary Spencer
Mary Stanton
Mary Strong
Debby Suris
Gail Trill
Catherine Turnbull
Catherine Valovick
Bett Weston
Charlotte Wilks
Ken Winter
Ruth Winter & Tom Thibault
Marjorie Wood
Rachael Young
Ellen Zienert

THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

For the most up-to-date list of NWS SUPPORTERS please visit the NWS website:

NationalWritersSeries.org

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL!
The incredible support from our community is both amazing and  

humbling. We are able to continue these incredible conversations with  
world-renowned  authors, provide creative writing and poetry classes to  

area youth, award four annual college scholarships, in partnership with the 
Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation, and engage hundreds  

of students every year in Battle of the Books because of you!





www.NorthGuardGroup.com
Bill Unger, Owner & Consultant

Community Focused. 
Relationship Driven.

www.NorthGuardGroup.com
Bill Unger, Owner & Consultant

Providing exceptional IT services 
throughout Northern Michigan



INTERNATIONAL
F RUMAFFAIRS

WINTER / SPRING 2024 HIGHLIGHTS

30th SEASON

FEB. 15

MAY 16

231.995.1844     
IAF@NMC.EDU TCIAF.COM

IN-PERSON & ONLINE EVENTS | 7:00 PROGRAM | 6:00 RECEPTION 
@ DENNOS MUSEUM CENTER

CHINA: EMERGING TRENDS 

APRIL 18 FRESHWATER FOCUS

GRANT 
FUNDER

INDIGENOUS SOVEREIGNTY

SENIOR ASSOCIATE, CENTER FOR STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL 
STUDIES; AWARD-WINNING FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT, REUTERS, 
FINANCIAL TIMES; FELLOW 2020, HARVARD NIEMAN FOUNDATION 
FOR JOURNALISM  

LUCY 
HORNBY

DIRECTOR, MARY GRIGGS BURKE CENTER 
FOR FRESHWATER INNOVATION 
AUTHOR OF PURIFIED & 
THE GREAT LAKES 
WATER WARS

PETER 
ANNIN

PROFESSOR OF LAW, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
CHIEF JUSTICE, POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI INDIANS, THE 
POARCH BAND OF CREEK INDIANS, AND THE GRAND TRAVERSE 
BAND OF OTTAWA AND CHIPPEWA INDIANS

MATTHEW
FLETCHER, Ph.D.

EVENT PARTNER 

MARCH & JUNE EVENTS FORTHCOMING
SUBSCRIBE TO NEWSLETTER @ TCIAF.COM

FREE FOR STUDENTS


