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WELCOME • CELEBRATING 12 YEARS AND 200+ AUTHORS!

the trials that she suffered on her way 
up to stardom. It’s a glimpse of just how 
challenging it is to be a creative in our 
society, no matter if you write, draw, 
paint or sing. We’ve booked this event 
at the State Theatre. Guest host is Karl, 
our resident country music expert. 

This is going to be a night to remember. 
Check out Margo’s music! In case you’re 
curious, we opted for these two new 
venues as the City Opera House had 
already booked these dates. 

Next is David Sedaris. Need I say more? 
His event was sold out within days 
of going on sale to the public. (NWS 
Friends got first dibs. ) David visited 
us once before and the audience 
was rolling in the aisles with laughter, 
disbelief, and delight. This encore visit 
promises the same. 

For November, we’re pleased to 
introduce debut author Sofia Ali-Khan, 
who wrote A Good Country. Sofia’s 
parents emigrated from Pakistan to 
America, believing it would be a good 
country. Sofia chose a career in social 
justice, helping vulnerable communities. 
Having lived in 12 cities around the 
country, Sofia felt deeply American. But 
then came 9/11 and the 2016 election, 
when vitriolic attacks on Islam and 
Muslims intensified. In this book, she 
explores if the American dream had 
ever been a reality for families like her 
own. Poet, educator, and dancer Ari 
Mokdad, our new education director, 
whose parents emigrated to America, 
will be guest host. Welcome, Ari!

Our last event with author Alice Wong 
is guaranteed to open your mind. She 
is a disability rights activist, and has 
a lot to say. I opened her book, Year 

of the Tiger, and immediately loved 
Alice’s engaging voice and humor. Due 
to a medical emergency, she asked 
author Stephanie Foo to speak in her 
stead. Our guest host will be Susan 
Odgers, who writes a column for the 
Traverse City Record Eagle and is board 
president of the amazing Traverse Area  
District Library, a longtime Battle of the 
Books partner.

I haven’t talked a lot about our literacy 
programs, but they are going great 
guns. Thanks to grants and donations, 
we’ve been able to make them free. 
More than 300 students engaged 
in Battle of the Books (thank you to 
program coordinator Marcy Lindberg 
and our incredible volunteers). And, 
of course, we continue to award four 
annual scholarships to students in 
partnership with the Grand Traverse 
Regional Community Foundation.

Like a story, NWS is built on 
relationships. With you, first of all. 
With authors, with editors and 
publishers across the US. With  
Horizon Books!

THANK YOU to all of you who donate 
and make all of this possible and to our 
incredible board. It’s a truly humbling 
experience to see such interest in the kind 
of life-changing experiences that can be a 
night, a class, or an event with NWS.

Warm regards,

ANNE STANTON
Executive Director

WELCOME • CELEBRATING 12 YEARS AND 200+ AUTHORS!

An enthusiastic welcome to our 
fall season of 2022. Last summer, 

I returned to the role of executive 
director and am thrilled to be back. The 
NWS “small-but-mighty” team couldn’t 
be more amazing, and they’ve made my 
return nearly effortless. Thanks to you 
Cindy, Karl, Colleen, Jared, Jacque, and 
Ari for all you do. Go NWS!

As you know, we returned to in-person 
events and are also broadcasting our 
events virtually (except for the David 
Sedaris event at his request). So, the 
news is you can still catch the NWS 
Show on air, and it’s going to look 
even better this coming year. We are 
committed to making it easier for the 
virtual audience to talk with the author 
on stage. My thinking is this: if we could 
conduct an interview with a nonprofit 
leader sitting in Ukraine—like we did at 
the City Opera House—we should do it 
again! By the way, that event—held in 
partnership with the International Affairs 
Forum—garnered more than $125,000 
in gifts directly to Ukrainian nonprofits! 
Isn’t that fabulous?!

Our new season is hugely varied, 
beginning with Dr. Benjamin Gilmer. His 
story, The Other Dr. Gilmer, expands on 
one of the most popular podcasts ever 
aired on This American Life. Gilmer is 

a big-hearted doctor who takes a job 
at a rural clinic outside of Asheville, 
North Carolina. He soon learns that 
his predecessor, Dr. Vince Gilmer, a 
beloved doctor for decades, commits 
murder, seemingly out of the blue. Ben 
wonders if a medical malady was at the 
root of his dramatic behavior change, 
beginning a quest for justice. April Baer, 
the hugely popular host of Michigan 
Radio’s Stateside, will guest host.

Next up is Fredrik Backman, who has 
sold 5 million books, including A Man 
Called Ove and Anxious People (both 
made into movies). His new book, The 
Winner, is the third in the Beartown 
trilogy. It’s about a small town obsessed 
with hockey, but you don’t have to know 
anything about pucks or penalties to 
enjoy this engrossing story. His voice 
is unique, humane, and filled with 
sudden suspense. Fredrik is flying in 
from Sweden for his North American 
tour, and his book publicist bent over 
backwards to include us. NWS co-
founder and #1 New York Times best-
selling author Doug Stanton is guest 
hosting this one at Lars Hockstad.

Karl Klockars, our marketing director, was 
able to sign up Margo Price, a country 
singer whom he admires a lot. She wrote 
a memoir, Maybe We’ll Make It, about 
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COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL PARTNERSHIP

Downtown Traverse City is 
tremendously proud to host the 

National Writers Series, which has 
long been one of our most popular 
attractions in the arts and culture 
sphere. 

NWS brings truly exceptional authors 
and writers from around the world here 
to Traverse City, giving our residents 
and visitors the chance to interact with 
well-established and up-and-coming 
literary talents. 

In addition to the draw of regular 
speakers, we’re thrilled when the Battle 
of The Books every March brings up to 
400 middle schoolers (and their loved 
ones) to downtown. Not only does NWS 

support downtown 
year-round, but 
it also adds a 
wonderful layer 
of culture to 
our downtown 
environment. Our 
locals and visitors 
value more than just good places 
to shop and eat - they also come 
downtown to be entertained, enriched 
and educated. We look forward to 
working with NWS for years to come!

JEAN DERENZY
Chief Executive Officer, 
Traverse City Downtown 
Development Authority

The National Writers  
Series of Traverse City 

is a nonprofit  
organization dedicated 

to holding great 
conversations with 

today’s best authors  
and building the 

reading and writing 
skills of youth. 

OUR MISSION

INTERNATIONAL
F RUM

TRAVERSE CITY,MICHIGAN

AFFAIRS

DEMOCRACY VS. AUTOCRACY

Associate Professor, Political Science
Michigan State University

ERICA FRANTZ, Ph.D.

IMMIGRATION

DAVID AGUILAR

AMB. JOHN KORNBLUM

Managing Director 
Immigration and Cross-Border Policy 
Bipartisan Policy Center

THERESA CARDINAL BROWN

Former Acting Commissioner 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Fmr. Amb. to Germany, Career Diplomat
US-Euro Politics & Economics Expert

THE NEW WORLD ORDER:
AFTER UKRAINE NOV 8

SEPT 15

OCT 20
DEBATE

iaf@nmc.edu
231.995.1844TCIAF.com

IN-PERSON & VIRTUAL EVENTS 
MEMBERSHIP | SPONSORSHIP

TICKETS
2022
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RAISING WRITERS • SUPPORTING  READERS & WRITERS RAISING WRITERS • SUPPORTING  READERS & WRITERS

Since founding the National Writers 
Series in 2010, we’ve spread our wings 

to support young readers and writers in 
all kinds of ways. We hope that someday 
one of our young storytellers will return 
to the Opera House to talk about their 
newest bestselling book  and how 
their love of writing began right here in 
Traverse City.

Each year, the National Writers Series 
helps hundreds of students hone their 
writing and reading skills. We believe 
exceptional writing skills create a path 
forward to an amazing future.

FRONT STREET WRITERS

Since 2012, Front Street Writers has 
been a home for passionate student 

writers. These FREE classes and workshops 
draw students from a five-county area—
students who, in many cases, have no 
creative writing class in their home district. 
Aspiring writers in grades 7-12 can find 
monthly virtual Writing Workshops and 
special Author Masterclasses from visiting 
NWS authors, while high schoolers are 
eligible to apply for a spot in the semester-
long Creative Writing Intensive. 

Students also publish their work in the 
annual NWS Literary Journal and recite 
their work at author events. Upcoming 
FSW programs can be found at 
NationalWritersSeries.org.

CREATIVE WRITING CLASSES

In addition to our Front Street Writers 
classes, we offer one- or two-day work-

shops, including fan fiction, college essay 
writing, poetry, playwriting, and more.

Check out our Raising Writers section on 
our website.

ELEMENTARY POETRY 
WORKSHOPS

Each year, we host poetry workshops at 
Traverse Heights and Blair Elementary 

schools. We believe it’s important for 
children to learn how to creatively use their 
voices to express their feelings, and we’re 
so grateful to the Oleson Foundation for 
their support of this initiative!

NWS founder Doug Stanton attended 
Traverse Heights Elementary where he 
got his first start in writing. He created 
and wrote for the Traverse Heights  
Traveler, a school newspaper that was 
copied on a mimeograph machine. In 
that spirit, NWS began poetry workshops 
several years ago at Traverse Heights 

and Blair Elementary to give children 
an opportunity to express themselves. 
Their writing is collected in a “Poetry 
Book” that’s given to each child. 

MARGARET 
WORDEN
Senior, Interlochen  
Arts Academy
The River

ANNA SPERRY
Junior, TC West High 
School 
Recording and  
Remembering

LAUREN MAY
Senior, TC Central High 
School 
Robert Frost: Swinging 
the Golden Branch

Leslie Lee  
Nonfiction Award

Robert & Marcy  
Branski Poetry Award

William R. Montgomery  
Fiction Award 

Judith Lang  
Journalism Award

ELLA RINTALA
Senior, TC West High 
School 
happiness is cresting

We have awarded $60,000 in college scholarships—now up to four each year—to  
42 seniors and juniors who are passionate about writing. Scholarship applications 

are available through the Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation. 

Volunteer Meredith McComb helps fifth-
grader Lindsey Campeau create one of her 
first poems.

SUPPORT WHAT YOU LOVE!

2022 COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP AWARD WINNERS
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Based on one of the 
most popular 

This American Life 
stories of all time, 
The Other Dr. 
Gilmer is a powerful 
true story about a 
shocking crime and 
a mysterious illness 
that will forever change your 
notions of how we punish and how we 
heal. Soon to become a feature film, 
the book is equal parts true crime, 
medical mystery, heartbreaking saga of 
intergenerational abuse and a look at 
how a disease ravaged a family.

Fresh out of medical residency, Dr. 
Benjamin Gilmer joined a rural North 
Carolina clinic only to find that its 
previous doctor shared his last name. 
Dr. Vince Gilmer was loved and 
respected by the community— right up 
until he strangled his ailing father and 
then returned to the clinic for a regular 
week of work. Vince’s eventual arrest 
for murder shocked his patients.

How could their beloved doctor be 
capable of such violence? The deeper 
Benjamin looked into Vince’s case, 
the more he became obsessed with 

discovering what had pushed a good 
man toward darkness.

Fans of true-crime podcasts, medical 
mysteries, and compelling personal 
narratives will all want to be on hand 
when Dr. Gilmer takes the stage at the 
City Opera House on September 21st!

Guest Host APRIL BAER is the host of Michigan Radio’s Stateside 
talk show. Prior to her arrival in Michigan, April was the host 

of the weekly show State of Wonder on Oregon Public 
Broadcasting (OPB) for six years. Before that, she was
the Morning Edition host and a reporter at OPB, covering 
beats including government and legal affairs, changing 

demographics and the arts.

Dr. Gilmer and Mr. Hyde
A mesmerizing true story

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Event Underwriters:
ROBERT & ANNE TUCKER
Literary Sponsor: BAY BOOKS

SEPTEMBER 21, 7PM  •  CITY OPERA HOUSE

TRAVERSE CITY'S 
DOWNTOWN 

BISTRO!

Experience the local flavor, dedicated service 
and consistent reputation that has 

kept Amical a favorite for over 25 years.

fresh • seasonal 
creative

231.941.8888 • Amical.com
229 E. Front Street • Downtown Traverse City

BENJAMIN GILMER

CONGRATULATIONS…
To the National Writers Series for bringing all the 
interesting and successful authors we’ve been so
fortunate to hear!

~  ANNE and ROBERT TUCKER
    Proud sponsor of the Benjamin Gilmer event.



 September - December 2022  |  A Year-Round Book Festival  |  National Writers Series  |  13 

From the celebrated 
author of the 

international bestseller 
A Man Called Ove 
comes the long-
awaited conclusion 
to the beloved New 
York Times bestselling 
Beartown series. These 
books (which inspired an HBO series of 
the same name) follow the small hockey 
town’s residents as they grapple with 
change, pain, hope, and redemption.

Two years have passed since the events 
that no one wants to think about. 
Everyone has tried to move on, but 
there’s something about this place that 
prevents it. The residents continue to 
grapple with life’s big questions: What 
is a family? What is a community? And 
what, if anything, are we willing to 
sacrifice in order to protect them?

What are the residents of Beartown willing 
to sacrifice for their home?  Everything.

Fredrik Backman is the #1 New York 
Times bestselling author of A Man Called 
Ove, My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell 

You She’s Sorry, Britt-Marie Was Here, 
Beartown, Us Against You, and Anxious 
People, as well as two novellas and 
one work of nonfiction. His books are 
published in more than forty countries. 
He lives in Stockholm, Sweden, with his 
wife and two children.

SEPTEMBER 29, 7PM • LARS HOCKSTAD AUDITORIUM

Guest host DOUG STANTON is a #1 New York Times bestselling 
author and co-founder of the National Writers Series. Stanton is 

the author of In Harm’s Way, Horse Soldiers, and The Odyssey of 
Echo Company. His writing has appeared in Esquire,  
The New York Times, TIME, the Washington Post, and other 
national publications where he has been a contributing editor. 

Stanton attended Interlochen Arts Academy, Hampshire College, 
and received an MFA from the Writers’ Workshop at the University of 

Iowa. He lives in Traverse City with his wife, Anne. They have three children.

FREDRIK BACKMAN

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Event Underwriters:
SUSAN & AL COGSWELL
Literary Sponsor: BAY BOOKS

LOOKING FORWARD TO 
YEARS OF GREAT 

CONVERSATIONS! 

PROUD UNDERWRITERS OF THE 
FREDRIK BACKMAN AUTHOR EVENT 

SUSAN & AL COGSWELL

x

220 N Saint Joseph Street, Suttons Bay

To read or not to read?
We have the answer at Bay Books!

Open Monday-Friday, 10 am-6 pm. 
Saturday 10-5. Sunday, 11-4:30. 

Call us (231-944-6809), email us 
(baybooksmi@gmail.com) or check us 

out on Facebook or Instagram.
Online ordering available at

www.baybooksmi.com

220 N SAINT JOSEPH STREET, SUTTONS BAY

Open Monday-Friday, 10 am-6 pm 
Saturday 10-5 • Sunday, 11-4:30

Call us (231-944-6809), email us 
(baybooksmi@gmail.com) 

or check us out on Facebook or Instagram.

Online ordering available at www.baybooksmi.com

To read or not to read?
We have the answer 

at Bay Books!

A piercing examination 
of the human condition
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OCTOBER 20, 7 PM  •  THE STATE THEATER

Musician Margo 
Price has spent 

over a decade fighting 
her way to the top of  
the country and 
Americana music 
worlds. She’s performed 
for hundreds of 
thousands of fans, she’s 
the first (and only) woman to be elected 
to the board of Farm Aid alongside artists 
like Willie Nelson and Neil Young, and 
now she’s ready to tell her story in her 
new memoir Maybe We’ll Make It.

Join us on October 20th, when Price joins 
the National Writers Series to discuss 
her book from the stage of the historic 
State Theater in downtown Traverse City. 
Get your tickets now and be part of this 
special intimate evening where she’ll talk 
about her story of loss, motherhood, and 
the search for artistic freedom in the midst 
of the agony experienced by so many 
aspiring musicians.

From bad gigs and long tours to 
rejection and sexual harassment to too 
much drinking and not enough money 
to live on, this book tells the real story 
of what it takes to make it in Nashville. 
If you’ve ever found inspiration in the 

stories of artists like Dolly Parton and 
Loretta Lynn, you’ll want to be here when 
Margo takes the stage to share hers.

Margo Price is a Nashville-based singer-
songwriter. She has released three LPs, 
earned a Grammy nomination for Best 
New Artist, performed on Saturday Night 
Live, and is the first female musician to sit 
on the board of Farm Aid.

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Venue Sponsor: MIDWESTERN 
BROADCASTING/WTCM

From the Grand Ole Opry 
to TC’s State Theater

MARGO PRICE

Guest host KARL KLOCKARS is the National Writers Series 
Marketing Director, Farm Aid attendee, resident country music/
Americana fan and fellow author. Karl will lead our discussion with 
Margo. In addition to his work for the NWS, Karl is also a writer 
with a wide array of work in publications including the Northern 
Express and Traverse Ticker, as well as Chicago magazine, 

Vinepair, Time Out Chicago, Thrillist and PCMag.com.

PROUD MEDIA 
SPONSOR OF THE

NATIONAL WRITERS SERIES

Serving Northern Michigan 
for more than 80 years.

wtcmi.com

CHEERS TO VOLUNTEERS…
We couldn’t do it without them!
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With sardonic wit and 
incisive social 

critiques, David Sedaris 
has become one of 
America’s pre-eminent 
humor writers. Sedaris 
is a master of satire 
and one of the most 
observant writers addressing 
the human condition today.

He’ll be reading selections from his 
newest book, Happy-Go-Lucky, his first 
collection of personal essays since his 
award-winning book Calypso. As the book 
opens, he is learning to shoot guns with 
his sister, buying gummy worms to feed to 
ants, and telling his nonagenarian father 
wheelchair jokes.

But then the pandemic hits, and like so 
many others, he’s stuck in lockdown. To 
cope, he walks for miles through a nearly 
deserted city, smelling only his own breath. 

As the world gradually settles into a 
new reality, Sedaris too finds himself 
changed. Newly orphaned, he considers 
what it means, in his seventh decade, no 
longer to be someone’s son. And back 
on the road, he discovers a battle-scarred 
America: people weary, storefronts empty 
or festooned with Help Wanted signs, 
walls painted with graffiti reflecting the 
contradictory messages of our time.

In Happy-Go-Lucky, Sedaris once again 
captures what is most unexpected, 
hilarious, and poignant about these recent 
upheavals, personal and public, and 
expresses both the misanthropy and desire 

for connection that drive us all. 

David Sedaris is the bestselling author of 
the books Calypso, Theft By Finding, Let’s 
Explore Diabetes with Owls, Squirrel Seeks 
Chipmunk, When You Are Engulfed in 
Flames, Dress Your Family in Corduroy and 
Denim, Me Talk Pretty One Day, Holidays 
on Ice, Naked, and Barrel Fever. He is a 
regular contributor to The New Yorker and 
BBC Radio 4.

This event will not be live-streamed or 
recorded. No pictures or event recordings 
are to be taken during the event or during 
the book signing.

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Event Sponsor: NORTHGUARD 
TECHNOLOGY GROUP
Event Underwriters: MICHAEL & 
RHONDA ESTES

The Champion Storyteller 
Returns to Traverse City

DAVID SEDARIS
OCTOBER 30, 7 PM  •  CITY OPERA HOUSE

Jessie Williams fondly remembers her experience as a Front Street 
Writers student in 2017-18, when NWS partnered with the  

Career-Tech Center. In this partnership, NWS hired writing fellow  
Sam Collier, a playwright, to assist full-instructor Teresa Scollon in  
the classroom. NWS now offers Front Street Writers independently, 
while the Career-Tech Center created the North Ed Writers Studio,  
a professional writing class.

“I’ll forever be grateful for the FSW program, where I learned the writing skills  
necessary for my undergraduate, graduate and law school programs at the University 
of Michigan. As a student, journalist, and a public relations professional, I use a practical 
writing skill set from the FSW program every day — writing press releases, editing my 
own and others’ work, and giving feedback to those I work and study with.

Additionally, our ability to talk to NWS authors in the classroom was incomparable. I was 
able to meet some of my literary idols, including Adriana Trigiani and Nikki Giovanni, 
and to receive writing advice from them. These incredible experiences reflect NWS’s 
generosity and commitment to Traverse City youth.

I now write for the Grand Traverse Scene department of the Traverse City Record-Eagle, 
an opportunity coordinated by my Career-Tech instructor Teresa Scollon. I share stories 
about people who do amazing things, thanks to the foundation of FSW.”   
                             ~ Jessie Williams

info@northguardgroup.com 231-943-6505 www.northguardgroup.com

A FRONT STREET WRITERS SUCCESS STORY
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Guest host ARI MOKDAD is a Detroit-born choreographer, 
creative writer, and passionate educator. She received a Master 
of Arts in English from Wayne State University in 2017 and three 
Bachelor of Arts from Grand Valley State University in dance, 
English, and writing in 2014. Ari will receive a Master of Fine Arts 

in Creative Writing from Warren Wilson College and participate in 
the Centrum Artist Residency in 2022. She lives with her husband in 

Traverse City on the ancestral and unceded land of the Ojibwe, Odawa, 
and Pottawatomie people, The People of the Three Fires.

On a cloudless day in mid-August, 
high school students took a field 

trip to Tusen Takk, an artist retreat near 
Leland, where an artist-in-residence, for 
a month, works in solitude on his or her 
chosen project.

Students sat outside, listening to 
writer and artist-in-residence Marianne 
Shaneen of New York, (bottom right). She 
told them she’s shaping her sprawling 
500-page manuscript, Homing, with the 
help of an editor. Narrating her career, 
she said that readers need many “funny, 
quirky voices” like her own to help 
people see a world that might otherwise 
remain hidden to them. “That’s why we’re 
here,” she said.

Madeline “Maddy” Rowney, top left, a 
Traverse City Central High School senior, 
listens to Marianne’s talk. She recently 
took an NWS poetry class taught by intern 
Miracle Thornton of Bennington College.

Kristen May, top right, is also a Traverse 
City Central junior. She began, at an 
early age, taking nearly every class and 
writing program that NWS offered. Her 
work has been published frequently in 
the NWS Literary Journal.

Artists-in-residence at Tusen Takk 
are invited to take advantage of the 

relevant “tools” in various studios, 
including a printing press, a cathedral 
art studio, a woodworking studio and a 
photo darkroom. 

Founded by Geoffrey and Patricia 
Peckham, this exquisitely designed 
retreat is an expression of their 
thankfulness to God (Tusen Takk 
means a “thousand thanks.”)

Take a ride with us on a literary 
road trip through twelve 
American towns as a leading 
advocate for social justice 
excavates the history of 
forced migration in the 
places she’s called home. 
Equal parts memoir, history, 
and current events, A Good 
Country presents a vital portrait of our 
nation, its people, and the pathway to a 
better future.

Sofia Ali-Khan’s parents emigrated from 
Pakistan to America, believing it would 
be a good country. With a nerdy interest 
in American folk history and a devotion 
to the rule of law, Ali-Khan pursued a 
career in social justice, serving some of 
America’s most vulnerable communities. 
By the time she had children of her own—
having lived, worked, and worshipped in 
twelve different towns across the nation—
Ali-Khan felt deeply American, maybe 
even a little extra American for having 
seen so much of the country.

But in the wake of 9/11, and on the cusp 
of the 2016 election, Ali-Khan’s dream of a 
good life felt under constant threat. As the 
attacks on Islam and Muslims intensified, 
she wondered if the American dream had 

ever applied to families like her own.

Sofia Ali-Khan is a writer and an 
accomplished public-interest attorney. 
She was a founding board member and 
activist with the Philadelphia chapter of 
the Council on American-Islamic Relations 
(CAIR). An American, born and raised in 
the United States, Ali-Khan now lives in 
Ontario, Canada, with her family.

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Event Sponsor: 
A GENEROUS FRIEND OF NWS

The American Dream… is 
it a reality for everyone?

SOFIA ALI-KHAN
NOVEMBER 15, 7 PM  •  CITY OPERA HOUSETUSEN TAKK - A THOUSAND THANKS

FRONT STREET WRITERS VISIT TUSEN TAKK 

“The National Writers Series is a 
consistently fun, smart, and warm 
gathering for book lovers—whether 
they be readers or writers or both.  
It’s one of my favorites. ”  
~ Gillian Flynn, author of Gone Girl

KUDOS TO NWS!
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DECEMBER 8, 7PM  •  VIRTUAL EVENT

Our original intention was 
to host acclaimed writer 

and disability activist Alice 
Wong to discuss her new 
memoir. Unfortunately, 
due to a health emergency, 
she cannot participate in 
virtual interviews. So author 
and podcaster Stephanie Foo 
will be speaking on Alice’s behalf to 
celebrate the incisive wit, joy, rage, and 
“big cat energy” embodied by her new 
book, Year of the Tiger.

In Chinese culture, the tiger is deeply 
revered for its confidence, passion, 
ambition, and ferocity. That same 
fighting spirit resides in Alice Wong. Her 
groundbreaking memoir offers a glimpse 
into an activist’s journey to finding and 
cultivating community and the continued 
fight for disability justice.

As a self-described disabled oracle, 
Alice traces her origins, tells her story, 
and creates a space for disabled people 
to be in conversation with one another 
and the world. Filled with incisive wit, joy, 
and rage, Wong’s Year of the Tiger will 
galvanize readers.

Alice Wong is a disabled activist, writer, 
editor, media maker, and consultant. Alice 
is the founder and director of the Disability 
Visibility Project, an online community 

dedicated to creating, sharing, and 
amplifying disability media and culture. 

Currently, Alice is the editor of Disability 
Visibility: First-Person Stories from the 
Twenty-First Century, an anthology of 
essays by disabled people, and Disability 
Visibility: 17 First-Person Stories for Today, 
an adapted version for young adults. 
Year of the Tiger: An Activist’s Life will be 
available on September 6, 2022, from 
Vintage Books.

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Virtual Sponsor: 
KENNARD & JUDITH WEAVER  

A ferocious advocate  
for disability justice

ALICE WONG

Guest Host SUSAN ODGERS is past chair of the Keweenaw 
Storytelling Center in Calumet, and since 1989, she’s taught 
psychology at Northwestern MI College. Susan is on the boards of 
the TC Human Rights Commission, MI Writers, Traverse Area District 
Library, and others. A recipient of the Sara Hardy Humanitarian of 
the Year award, Susan was recognized as one of the 2021 Influential 

Women of Northern Michigan.
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CELEBRATING 12 YEARS OF GREAT CONVERSATIONS

1

3

6

8

10

4

7

9

11

5

2

1  Geraldine Brooks lit up the stage in 2012.
2  Harlan Coben with Mike Estes, former   
     Traverse City mayor, 2015.
3  Colum McCann makes a point, 2013.
4  Alice Waters talked food, 2017.   
5  David Ebershoff  2016. 
6  Doug Stanton with Mark Mitchell, a   
     “Horse Soldier” in 2009. 
7  Cynthia Canty & Anna Quindlen, 2018.
7  Diana Gabaldon was a crowd pleaser, 2014. 
9   Garth Stein entertained the audience, 2015.
     Ann Patchett and a furry friend in 2016.
     Tayari Jones reads from her bestseller, 2018.

LITERARY SUPERSTARS

10
11

Thank you to the
National Writers Series

for continuing to 
inspire hundreds of 

students through your 
Raising Writers Programs.

Proud to play a role in supporting the 
future of National Writers Series

MICHAEL & RHONDA ESTES
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22/23 Season Tickets Buy Today!

TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE
AUG 10, 2022 - 7:30PM 
AUG 11, 2022 - 7:30PM 

AUG 12, 2022 - 8PM
AUG 13, 2022 - 2PM & 8PM 

AUG 14, 2022 - 3PM

2B1 WORLD
SEPT 29, 2022 - 7:30PM

VOCA PEOPLE
OCT 6, 2022 - 7:30PM

INTERLOCHEN MUSICAL  
THEATRE SHOWCASE

OCT 20, 2022 - 7:30PM

THE LIGHTNING THIEF 
-TYA EDITION

OCT 29, 2022 - 11AM & 1:30PM

INTERLOCHEN JAZZ COMBO
NOV 11, 2022 - 8PM

PADDINGTON GETS IN A JAM
JAN 29, 2023 - 3PM

3RD ANNUAL INTERLOCHEN  
SINGER-SONGWRITERS

FEB 3, 2023 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND!  
JAGGED LITTLE PILL

FEB 4, 2023 - 2PM

BOSTON BRASS
FEB 21, 2023 - 7:30PM

NATALIE MACMASTER  
& DONNELL LEAHY 

MARCH 9, 2023 - 7:30PM

SHAUN JOHNSON’S  
BIG BAND EXPERIENCE

APRIL 21, 2023 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND!  
TINA-THE TINA  

TURNER MUSICAL
APRIL 22, 2023 - 2PM

INTERLOCHEN  
CONTEMPORARY DANCE

APRIL 28, 2023 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND! 
JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR 

JUNE 17, 2023 - 2PM

DID YOU KNOW?
• NWS broadcasts select author events on IPR, Traverse Area  
 Community Media (Channel 189), and YouTube, and makes  
 them  available to public radio stations around the country.

• More than 75,000 people have attended 200 + writer  
 events since we started in 2009.

• Awarded $60,000 in scholarships to 42 college-bound  
 students.  

• We’ve hosted more than 200 author events for onstage  
 conversations over the past 12 years.

• Our Front Street Writers program, a creative writing semester  
 program, is offered to students in the five-county area.  
 Students can also take focused workshops, such as poetry  
 and novel writing.

• 59 teams are engaged in a creative and fun Battle of the  
 Books. Over 300 fourth- and fifth-graders are reading and  
 being quizzed on nine books.

• Each year, we host poetry workshops at Traverse Heights  
 and Blair elementary schools.

•  Annually publish the student writing of Front Street Writers  
 and other creative writing workshops in the NWS Literary  
 Journal. We also publish the poems of Blair and   
 Traverse Heights students in a stand-alone booklet.

•  Co-founder Doug Stanton is the 2020 Stephen E. Ambrose  
 Oral History Award winner and past  Michiganian of the Year.

•  Traverse City has been a “Book City” since 2015. Kevin Fitton, Front Street Writer instruc-
tor with Delaney Cram.

Battle of the Books finalists having fun 
before facing off on stage.

Angeline Boulley.

Our summer authors: Daniel Bergner, Angie Morgan, and Paige St. John, guest host with Paul Holes.

RAISING THE LITERARY BAR SINCE 2009
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The most powerful way to thank our NWS authors for sharing their stories is to buy 
their book. The fact is, nearly all of our authors are on a national book tour, doing 

one or more book signing events per day for a week or even months. Publishers always 
choose to send their authors to a “reporting” bookstore—one that reports its sales to 
the New York Times Bestselling List. That’s exactly true of Horizon Books. No one knows 
just how many books it takes to get on the NYT Bestseller List, but we do know that 
Traverse City makes a vital difference to more than a dozen authors each year! 

Buy a book and make the author’s day!

SUPPORT OUR AMAZING AUTHORS

Fresh
The families of the Record-Eagle 
are proud to support the Writers Series. 
We are here with you every step 
of the way.
Bringing the very best in news 
coverage, 24 hours per day to 
Northwest Michigan families. 

EagleRecordTRAVERSE CITY

www.record-eagle.com

120 W. Front Street 
231-946-2187

BENJAMIN GILMER: The Other Dr. Gilmer  

FREDRIK BACKMAN: Winners - Available Sept. 27

MARGO PRICE: Maybe We’ll Make It - Available October 4

DAVID  SEDARIS: Happy-Go-Lucky  

SOFIA ALI-KHAN: A Good Country

ALICE WONG : Year of the Tiger - Paperback Available October 4

Applauding, connecting and promoting the
people, places and talents that bring arts,
culture and creativity to our communities.

bravo!

Join the audience.
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Official Bookstore of the National Writers Series

231-946-7290
Downtown Traverse City

Open 

7 Days
All Year

Northwest Lower 
Michigan’s 

independent, 
family-owned 

bookstore 
since 1961

2009
Elmore Leonard
Peter Leonard
Doug Stanton

2010
Amy Alkon
Rhoda Janzen
Tom Brokaw
Thomas Lynch
Mary Karr
Audrey Niffenegger
Mario Batali
James Bradley
Peter Matthiessen
Karl Marlantes 

2011
Janet Leahy /
Lisa Albert
Sara Brokaw
Mitch Albom
Paula McLain
Bonnie Jo Campbell/
Jack Driscoll/  
Michael Zadoorian
Roy Blount, Jr.
Sebastian Junger
Richard Ford
Elmore Leonard
Daniel Silva
Gretchen Holt Witt
Tom Perrotta
Jeffrey Eugenides
David Sedaris
Chuck Klosterman

2012
Vince Gilligan
Jodi Picoult
Geraldine Brooks
Michael Sandel
Anna Quindlen
Natalie Bakapoulos
Janet Evanovich

Lee Child
Maggie Stiefvater
Ayaan Hirsi Ali
Benjamin Busch
Michael Connelly

2013
Chip Johannessen
Buzz Bissinger
Blaine Harden
Gillian Flynn
Nathaniel Philbrick
Jason Matthews
Colum McCann
Temple Grandin
Mitch Albom
Benjamin Percy
Michael Paterniti
Jamie Ford
David Finkel
Nikki Giovanni
Sara Paretsky

2014
Kelly Corrigan
George Packer
Steve Luxenberg
Anchee Min
Emily Giffin
Daniel James Brown
Karin Slaughter
Greg Holmes/ 
Katherine Roth
Diana Gabaldon
A.J. Baime/ 
Bryce Hoffman
Nancy Horan
Sophie Kinsella
Rita Mae Brown
Brian Castner/
Brian Turner

2015
Tess Gerritsen
Garth Stein

Debbie Macomber
Jeff Shaara
Harlan Coben
Hampton Sides
Mardi Link
Vanessa Diffenbaugh
Ben Sidran
Bonnie Jo Campbell
Paula McLain
Sarah Chayes
Susan Casey
John U. Bacon

2016
James Rollins
James Tobin
Tui Sutherland
Laurie R. King
Brian Castner
David Ebershoff
Lucy Kalanithi
Jim & Lynn Kouf
Paola Gianturco
David Maraniss
Margaret Atwood
Ann Patchett
Jodi Picoult
Kyle Mills
Daniel Bergner

2017
John Donvan
Beth Macy
Gordon Korman
Greg Iles
Eric Fair
Elizabeth Strout
Andrea Petersen
Mary Roach
Julia Glass
W. Bruce Cameron
Sarah Shoemaker
Doug Stanton
Alice Waters
Terry McDonell

Dan Gerber
Murray Howe
Sebastian Junger/
Phil Caputo

2018
Doug Stanton
Peter Heller
Nikki Giovanni
Peter Brown
Anna Quindlen
Drew Philp
Eileen McNamara
Samantha Irby
David Grann
Richard Russo
Adriana Trigiani
Annie Spence
Beth Macy
Mona Hanna-Attisha
Joe Hill
Amy Goldstein
Tayari Jones
Alice Walker 
Richard Clarke
John U. Bacon

2019
Jen Sincero
Tommy Tomlinosn
Keith Gave
Grace Lin
Lisa Scottoline
Elizabeth Berg/
Elizabeth Letts/
Lynne Olson
Marie Benedict
Daniel Pink
Bryan Gruley
Steve Hamilton
Douglas Brinkley
Tanya Anne Crosby
Karl Marlantes
David Maraniss
Aarti Shahani

Randall Sullivan
Susan Orlean
Mitch Albom
Nelson & Alex 
Demille

202O
Nicholas Kristof/
Sheryl Wudunn
Steve Luxenberg
Peter Heller
Terry McMillan
Bob Giles
Scott Turow
Elaine Weiss
William Kent Krueger
David Blight
Miles Harvey
Brad Thor
Karen Dionne
Molly Wizenberg
Susan Goldberg
Chasten Buttigieg
Ruth Ware
Yaa Gyasi
Kate Walbert
Christopher Haugh & 
Jordan Blashek
Alice Hoffman
Larissa Fasthorse
Albert Woodfox

2021
Dwight Garner
Alan Lightman
Martha Teichner
Diane Rehm
Shelley Pearsall
Imbolo Mbue
Chris Bohjalian
Karla Cornejo  
Villavicencio
Rochelle Riley
Mary Doria Russell
Robin Wall Kimmerer

PAULA MCLAIN – 2015 JEN SINCERO  – 2019SARAH PARETSKY –  2013

LOOK WHO’S BEEN  HERE!
PETER HELLER – 2020

Emily Henry
Megan Miranda
Dax-Devlon Ross
Susie Yang
John U. Bacon
Pam Houston
Afghanistan Today
International Panel
Mary Roach
Anthony Doerr
Alex Michaelides
Joshua Prager
Jason Reynolds
Omar El Akkad
Angeline Boulley

2022
Daniel Lieberman
Michael Schur
Honorée Fanonne 
Jeffers
Vanessa Riley
Wanda M.Morris
Jack Cheng
Ellen Airgood
Brad Meltzer

Joy Harjo
George Saunders
Paul Holes
Daniel Bergner
Angie Morgan
Jerry Dennis
Dave Dempsey

GUEST HOSTS
Jenie Altruda
John U. Bacon
April Baer
Nancy Baker
Sarah Bearup-Neal
Holly T. Bird
Kate Botello
Jennifer Blakeslee
Geraldine Brooks
Fleda Brown
Benjamin Busch
Elizabeth Buzzelli
Elon Cameron
Cynthia Canty
Phil Caputo
Kendra Carr
Susan Casey

Jeremiah Chamberlin
Coco Champagne
Alan Cheuse
Rick Coates
Michael Delp
Tony Demin
Jerry Dennis
Michael Dow
Nick Edson
David Ebershoff
Loren Estleman
Rich Fahle
Christal Frost
Bob Giles
David Griffith
Bryan Gruley
Jeff Haas
Leigh Haber
Colin Harrison
Ed Helms
Ron Hogan
Laura Hohnhold
Rose Hollander
Jean Jennings
Ron Jolly
Bronwyn Jones

Walter Kirn
Shannon H. Kleiber
Elizabeth Kostova
Major General
Michael Lehnert
Deb Leonard
Mardi Link
Pat Livingston
Thomas Lynch
Paula McLain
Beth Milligan
Megan Miranda
Angie Morgan
Stefanie Murray
Cari Noga
Susan Odgers
Eric Patterson
Peter Payette 
Nate Payne
Leonard Pitts, jr.
Nargis Hakim Rahman
Megan Raphael
Troy Reimink
Rochelle Riley 
Neal Rubin
Lynn Rutan

Paul Saginaw
John Searles
Jack Segal
Arti Shahani
Morgan Springer
Anne Stanton
Doug Stanton
Paige St. John
Anne Strainchamps
Lisa Taylor
Lysley Tenorio
Ed Tracy
Jerome Vaughn
Colleen Wares
Courtney Wiggins
Peter Whorf
Lucas Wittmann
Kerrey Woughter
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CELEBRATING 12 YEARS AND 200+ AUTHORS!

BRUCE CAMERON – 2017

YOU WON'T 
BELIEVE 
WHO'S 

COMING NEXT!
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SUSTAINING SPONSOR

SEASON SPONSOR 

THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

ARTS BENEFACTOR SPONSOR

MARGO PRICEFREDRIK BACKMAN

SOFIA ALI-KHAN

ALICE WONG

Venue Sponsors:And Diana Milock

westshorebank.com

nwmiarts.org

MEDIA SPONSORS

AUTHOR EVENT SPONSORS

Literary Sponsor:

Event Underwriters:
Susan & Al Cogswell

Virtual Sponsor:
Kennard & Judith Weaver

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

TC’s Complete Printing Solution TeamTC’s Complete Printing Solution Team

Literary Sponsor:
A Generous Friend of NWSEvent Underwriters:Event Sponsor:

DAVID SEDARIS

BENJAMIN GILMER

Event Underwriters:
Robert & Anne Tucker

Virtual Literary Sponsor:

GRANTORS  DEVELOPMENT SPONSOR

This activity is supported by the MICHIGAN ARTS 
AND CULTURE COUNCIL and the 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS.

Midwestern Broadcasting
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THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
$10,000/year for 3 years
Brenda & Ross Biederman
Aubrey Adelle Bliss
Rota & David Bump
Dana & Casey Cowell
Susie & Bill Janis
Diana & Richard Milock
Jon & Marissa Wege

BESTSELLER LIST
$5,000 - $10,000
Leith & Gloria Butler
Dan & Marsha Edson
Mike & Rhonda Estes
Cameron & Dan Farley
Ward & Mary Gillett
Jon & Sue Kinne
Eleanor Luedtke
Anonymous
Janet Wolf

NATIONAL BOOK 
AWARD $1,000 - $4,999 
Lorraine & Mack Beers
Sara & Eric Bergsma
Arleta Bernson
Ross & Brenda Biederman
Richard & Susan Bingham
Bob & Marcy Branski
Clark & Karen Bunting
Kenneth Burger & Jean Ashby
Tom & Pam Caldwell
Dick & Sue Campbell
Bob & Suzy Cline
Susan & Al Cogswell
Camille Colatosti
Bill & Paula Cordes
Nancy Davy
Michael & Brenda Earl
Debra Edson
Renee & Don Fedrigon
Anonymous
Steve & Ann Fisher
Bob Giles
Carol & Bob Goff
C. Joanne Grabinski

Gail & Robert Hetler
Chip & Shirley Hoagland
Beth Holmes-Bozung &  
Kevin Bozung
Jim & Diana Huckle
Bill & Susie Janis
Carol & Paul La Porte
Rorie Lewis
Wayne & Terry Lobdell
Janice & Michael London
Kathy Magliochetti
Larry Mawby & Lois Bahle
John & Mary Melvin
Richard & Diana Milock
Anne Montgomery
Betsy Moore & Jay Wood
Dawn & Kean Oh
Linda & Max Proffitt
Peter Romeo & Chris Varner
Marc & Tracy Schwimmer
Jack Segal & Karen Puschel
Vicki Stanton
Sera & Rick Thompson
Stephen Tomlinson &  
Pam Fletcher
Herm Triezenberg
Robert & Anne Tucker
Magmus Tool & Die Co.
Kent & Nancy Walton
Alice Wolfe

PULITZER CLUB 
$250 - $999
Charlene Abernethy
Nathanael Adamson
Carol Adler
Bil & Vicki Anderson
Paul & Judy Arnold
Laura Asiala
Barbara & Joseph Backus
Marilyn & Walter Baird
Diana & Jeff Baribeau
Melissa Basil
Danielle Beauvais &  
Steve Baumgartner
Alfred & Joan Bonney
Linda Butka & Bryan Olshove

SPECIAL THANKS 
TO OUR 

SUMMER GALA 
HOSTS

2022
West Shore Bank
The Bump Family 

2021
West Shore Bank
Aurora Cellars

2020
Virtual gala with Susan 
Goldberg editor of  
National Geographic

2019
Mission Table Restaurant 
with Hosts Terry &  
Wayne Lobdell

2018
Olivia & Marty Lagina

2017
Dana & Casey Cowell

2016
Brenda & Ross Biederman
Susie & Bill Janis
Susie & Bob Kuras
Diana & Richard Milock

2015
Anne & Robert Tucker

THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

THANKS FOR CONTINUING THE CONVERSATION IN 2022! Jennifer & Stan Carroll
Molly & Steve Cline
Steve & Sheri Constantin
Jeanne Corey & Paul Vezina
James & Margaret Costello
Casey & Dana Cowell
Beverly Cuthbert
Rebecca D’Agostino &  
David Faling
Karen Edgley
Bob Eichenlaub &  
Becky Ewing
Richard & Lin Foa
Mike & Mary Forness
Phyllis Foster
Chris & Jen Gerling
Pat Green
David & Kara Gregory
John & Victoria Gudritz
Adam Hammer
Tom Hazelton &  
Cynthia Brzak
Marie & Doug Holem
Pam & Steve Horne
Bette Jackson
Lola Jackson &  
Dilys Tosteson Garcia
Michael & Joanie Jackson
Peg & Dan Jonkhoff
Joyce Kempton
Sharon & Jerry Knoppow
Kima Kraimer
Judith & Charles Kraus
Susie & Bob Kuras
Suzanne & Jim Lamond
Lynn Larson & Paul Christ
Harold & Pamela Lassers
Gladys & Tom Maguire
Terry Malone
Meredith McComb
Nancy McGuire
Jay & Sue Meldrum
George & Eleanor Miller
Richard & Jami Moore
Benson & Bette Munger
David Murphy &  
Suzanne Peters

Susan Nehra
Mark & Helen Neithercut
Teresa Olson
Mary Oosterhouse
Grant & Paulette Parsons
Geoffrey Peckham &  
Patricia Melzer
Tina Piotrowski
Beedy Ritchie & Bruce Neiner
Bruce & Joyce Rogers
Pug Rundio
Jennifer Schell
Christine Schneider
Heather Shaw
Gretchen & Bill Soutear
Bonnie Stanton
Karin & David Summers
June Thaden
Jodi Thompson
Ron & Liz Tousain
Doug Verellen
Jill & Tim Vollbrecht
Kent & Nancy Walton
Patricia & Ken Warner
Ben & Erin Whiting
Joe & Glenda Wierzbicki
Joan Williams
Bonnie Willings
Betsy & Richard Wilson
Ken Winter

QUILL DONORS
$125 - $249
David & Jacqueline Amos
Alison Arthur
Valerie Atkin
Christie & John Bacon
Polly Basile
Pat Bazley
Carole & Dennis Becker
Trish Brauninger
Martha Campbell
Vicki Carpenter & Phil Downs
Sandra & Bill Cartwright
Judith Case
Betty Cash
Jill & Richard Claybour

Bob & Cindy Clement
Sharon Cope
Barbara & Hugh Culton
Barb & John Dancer
Katherine DeGood
John DeSpelder
Diane Donley
Nancy Duke
Christine Esper
Gary Faria & Patricia Mallon
Linda Farrell
Jillian Foerster
Julia Freiburger
Tim Garvey
Lisa Genesen & David Tabolt
John Gordon
Christine & Michael Gravlin
Kathryn Gray
Tom & Victoria Gutowski
Teri Hedrich & Alfred Stachel
Joyce Hennessee
Karla Herbold
Debbie & Bill Hershey
Susan & Bruce Idema
Paul & Laura Jacobson
John & Kathleen Jahoda
Annelle Kaspor & Joseph 
Jonika
Diana Ketola
Karin Killian
Jane Kirschke
Leijhi Koval
Mary Kropp
Susan Labelle
Deb Lake
Mary Landry
Jack Lane
Gail Lanphear
Scott LaVictor
Candace Lee
Michael Lehnert & Denise Pelt
Jeanne Lewellen
Greg & Stephanie Luyt
Eleanor Lynn
Laurie & Paul Madison
Anne Magoun
Gladys & Tom Maguire
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THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

Scott Mandel & Maureen Dyer
Sue & Gregg McDonald
Jayne Mohr & Calvin Karr
Gloria Morkin
Mary Beth & Hugh Morrison
Margaret Murphy
Kevin Nagy & Debbie Lewis
Christine & Randy Nelson
Bonnie Nescot & Timothy Barr
Alan Newton &  
Constanza Hazelwood
Barbara Papazian
Cheryl Pavkovich
Mary Peters
Doris Pierson
Alice Rhyner
Deidre Scheidler
Sharon Scranton
JR Seeger
Laura Seymore
Susan Shimmons
Sarah Shoemaker
Bonnie Smith
Isiah & Marlene Smith
Gretchen & Bill Soutear
Kristen Staggs
Doug & Anne Stanton
Robbin & Bill Stott
Tom Streasick
Ryan & Jessica Sullivan
Susan Thomas
Maria Tucker
Juanita & Noel Watson
Doug & Cindy Weaver
Marsha Wheaton
Elizabeth Williams
Colleen & Mick Zanotti

FRIENDS
$50 - $125
G James Adams
Jeanne Adwani
Elaine Aldrete
Betsy Alles
Josephine Arrowood-Ross
Sharon Bacon
Stephen Bahlke

Judy & Bruce Balas
Kristine Balasz
Linda Barry
Deena Barshney
Patricia Bauer
Becky Beach
Wendy Becker
Katherine Belanger
Elizabeth & Richard  
Bellingham
Trine Bennett
Jean Boquist
Judith Bosma & James Olson
Jennifer Bowerman
Robin Brister
Arlene Brodsky
Jim & Candy Brody
Connie Bruski
Lynn Bryant
Michael Budros
Barbara Burkhardt
Bob Butz & Nancy Flowers
Madisen Byrne
Jordan Byron
Susan & Charles Cady
Susan Cahn
Sandra Callis
Anonymous
Anonymous
Ruth & Bob Campbell
Terry Carrithers
Karen Chase
Rita Cheyne
Valerie Church-McHugh
Jeri Cleverdon
Dorothy & Robert Clore
Corinne Cochran
Marylou & Don Coe
Diane & Dean Conners
Linda Coon
Susan Coppa
Ashlee Cowles
Enan Cox
Saundra & Jack Crandall
Elodie Crawford
Peter Damm
Kathy & John Daniels
Catherine Davidson
Catherine Davidson

Elizabeth DeLaRossa
Elizabeth Dell
David Dempsey
Mike & Tekla Dettmer
Tom & Audrey DeVault
Joan Dewey
Blondell Doughty
Gail Drayton
Linda Dunigan
Celia Ebert
Shelley Ehrenberger
Sally Eisele
Judy Ellis
Elizabeth Erdmann
Denise Evans
Margaret Fako & Michael 
Slawnik
Deb & Neal Fellows
Jill Fenton
Ellen Flegenheimer-Riggle
Sallie Foley
Susan Fritz
Rondi & Carlton Fry
Keith Gave
Andrew & Jo Anne Gerben
Dana & Pierce Getsinger
Deborah & Robert Gilbert
Richard Glosenger
Charla Gordon
Steve & Pam Grace
Sally Grady
Michael Greer
Joan Griner-Licht
John Gudritz
Kay Gugala
Jack & Debi Gurney
Victoria Haehl
Peter Handley
Sara Harding
Susan & John Harrison
Kelly Haug
Jeanne & Michael Haynes
Ann Hemming
Kristina Henke
Sharon & George Hermach
Lisa Hissong
Tracy Hobbs
Camille Hoisington
Rose Hollander

Katherine Homminga
Brian & Vicki Howard
Karen Howie
Cindy & LaVail Hull
Kay & David Ingraham
Karin Jacobson &  
Robert Seeman
Rene Jacobson
Sonia Jacobson
Jill & Jerome Jelinek
Karen Jennings
Kallie Jensen
Jennifer John
Deborah Johnson
Sue Jones
Sue & Charles Judson
Linda Kehr
Kathy & Clifford Kelto
Sue Kensington
Andrea Ketchum
David Kirby & Martha Topol
Valerie Kirn-Duensing
Sara & Karl Klockars
Deborah Knudstrup
Dinah Kretschmer
Mary Krieger
Barbara Kriigel
David Kronman
Sarah Kuhlman
Kathleen & Gene Lagerquist
Martha Lancaster
Alison & Steve Lang
Marge LaRose
Maryln & Gordon Lawrence
Steven Lee & Julie Tarr
Reba Leiding
Leslie Li
Andra Liepa
Susan Linden
Susan Lio
Laurie & Dan Lisuk
Laurie & Dan Lisuk
Stewart MacLeod
Charity Madion
Kathleen Maine
David McClary
Barbara Meredith
Jan & Dave Merrell
Judith Mesack

Susan Michener
Carolyn Micklatcher
Cindy Milock
Marcia Monks
Donna Moore
Kristin & Bruce Moore
Candace Morse
Margaret Morse
Linda & Chuck Mueller
Linda Muller
Philip Murphy
Greg Nachazel
Donna & Gary Nelson
Timothy Nelson &  
Nancy Johnson
Lisa Oleson
Betsy & Dave Olson
Carolyn & John Olson
Mary Oosterhouse
Stephen Palmer
Nancy Parshall
Rob & Diane Parsons
Judith & Bob Pelto
Kathleen Peterson
Lyn & Gary Petty
John Pfluecke
Paula Piscopo
Ann & Chris Porter
Nancy Potter
Mary Puls & Lewis  
Schlanbusch
Jane Purkis
Beth Raddatz
Bob Ransom
Bill Rastetter & Cary Weed
Judith Reich
Kathleen Rhodes
Yasmin Richmond &  
Ruth Hoppe
Ann Richmond Garrett
Julie Ridenour
Suzanne Riley
Bob Robbins
Aimee Robertson
Jon & Elizabeth Roth
Lynda Rothermel
Kristine Roy
Bernie & Donna Rubin
Bill & Madelyn Ryan

Yvonne Sage
Kathleen Schneider
Ann Schwandt
Sandy Seppala Gyr
Jackie & Seamus Shinners
Jacqueline Skinner
Charlotte Slater
Teresa Smallidge
Nicole & William Smethells
Abby Smith
Sue & Jon Snow
Barb Solomonson &  
Jan Doran
Lianne Somerville
Gordy & Julie Sovereign
Linda & Chad Spawr
Molly Stanifer
Jan Stephens
Scott Stoddard
Ruth & Bob Stow
Donna Stowe
Victoria Sutherland
Cindy Swift
David Taft
Louise Taylor
Roberta Teahen
William Thauvette
Mollie Thomas
Carol & Richard Thompson
Dorothy Thompson
Margaret Tipsword
Traverse Bay Children’s  
Advocacy
Mary Treadway
Shelly Tucker
Kathy Tuckerman
Lesley Tye
Bill Unger
Livia VandenBelt
Norm Veliquette
Pam Vredevoogd
Christine & Richard Walter
Sylvia Walworth
Janet Ward
Darrin Wassom
Martha Watts
Alicia Weir
Matthew Welch
Kathleen & James Weller
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THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

Dale & Tracey Westerman
Elizabeth Whelan
Victoria Willson
Melani Wilson
Ruth Winter &
Tom Thibault
Karin Wolfe
Jesse & Molly Wolff
Ian Woods
Chris Wrenn
Valerie Wright
Barb Zupin & Tom Gardner

FANS
Under $50
Jean Aloia
Amanda Amos
Sir or Madam
Catherine Anthony
Gary & Mimi Appel
Gina Aranki
Heather Asiala
Barbara & Thomas Auer
Loren Bach
Cheryl Bachman
Ellen & Thomas Baird
Carrie Baldwin
Arronda Barnes
Lindy Barnes
Michaeline Barnhart
Merrith Baughman
Melissa Baumann
Jeff & Terry Beamsley
Jane Becker
Lynn Belles
Mary Benedetto
Denise Bennett
Barb & Chuck Benson
Katie & Chad Benson
Julie Bernstein
Marilyn Berry
Tom Berry
Barb Beyer
Flora Biancalana & 
Robert Brown
Linda & Mike Birtles
Annette Block
Sue Bolde
Jessica Bonkoski

Nancy Bordine
Jennifer Borkovich
Karen Bouffard
Alison Bourque
Richard Bowdy
Gary & Sue Bowerman
Jayne Bowers
Ward & Janet Boyd
Stephanie Brock-Knoper
Wayne & Susan Brooks
Kathy & Hans Bruehl
Jennifer Brunson
Ann Marie Brzozowski
Suzanne Bucher
Amelia Bueche
Melissa Bullard
Patricia Burk
Kevin Cain
Diana Callaghan
Denise Carr
Laurie Carroll
Margaret Case
Peggy Casey
Diana Castro
Janice & Peter Chambers
Diane Charron
Julie Chesney
Emmy Lou Cholak
Beverly Christensen
Keith Clancy
Sandra Clark
Mary Clulo
Marilyn Cobb
Cindy Coble
Sarah Cohen
Kelly Collins
Diane Conrath
JoAnne Cook
Anne Cooper
Bridget Cooper
Lane Corbin
Anne Costello
Therese Cousins
Shelley Cowan
Christina Coyne
Charles Crawford
Mary Cullen-Ott
Kate Dahlstrom
Elsie Dakota

Martha Daniel
Carol & Peter Danly
Jacqueline Davidson
Portia Dean
Dreena Delevieluse
Nancy & Dave Denison
Jennifer Denzin
Kathryn DePauw
Maggie DeVries
Michael & Annie DeVries
Carole Dills
Linda Dinan
Kristi Dipzinski
Nadine Dolan
Nancy Donehower
Joy Donnellon
Jennifer Donner
Elissa Driker
Timothy & Patricia Duff
Mary Ann Dulcich
Sally & Donald Dunlop
Kathryn Durbin
Karen Eckhardt
Kimberly Edwards
Jill Egan
Pat Eggert
Rebecca Eldredge
Mark Elliott & 
Heather Kingham
Lee Ann Elston
Sharon Emery
Theresa Emig
Meg Emlaw
Mary Engelhardt
Dorothy Engelman
Barbara Eschner
Adrian Esquivel
Jackie Estes
Erin, Paul & Christina Evans
Alison Ewing
Diana Fairbanks
Richard & Barbara Faller
Brianne Farley
Marjorie & Walter Farrell
Mary Ferris
James Ferro
Amy Fisher
Barbara & Ted Fisher
Kathryn Fisher

Victoria Fitton
Richard & Barbara Foster
Rachael Franks Taylor
Lisa Franseen
Nancy Fraser
Ellen Fred
Melissa Fri
Constance Friedrich
Belinda Friis
Claudia Fry
Maria Galnares
Miracle Galston
Peggy Garabelli
Michelle Gardin
Renee & Gary Gardner
Janet Garvey
Melinda Geddes
Karla Gerds
Nancy Giffels
Bob & Joyce Gingras
Jana Goldman
Christina Gonzales
Rachel Goodstein
Amy Gordon
Janet Gould
Marilyn Grant
Aerin Graves
Gwendolyn Green
Nancy Griesinger
Gail Griffin
Sharon Griffin
Kathy Grinsteiner
Hal & Ann Gurian
Pat Haber
Douglas Haberland
Rick & Carol Hackbarth
Mary & Thomas Hagan
Nicole Hagood
Elizabeth Hakola
Valarie Handy
Perry Harmon & 
Kristen Elliott
John & Judith Harnish
Maryjo Harwood
Cynthia Hayes
Jane Hayes
Susan Hayes
Janet Hayter
Brooke Hazael-Massieux

Maureen Henderson
Marilyn Henry
Anne Herbert
Renee Herman & 
James Russell
Mike & Sharon Herron
Renae Hesselink
Julie Hill
Brooke Hodess
Daniel & Melissa Hogan
Mary & Samuel Holmes
Nancy Honchell
Beth Hoogland
Barbara Hopkins
Paul Horchler
Susan & Michael Hornby
Sam Hough
Wendy House
Terry & Christine Ibbotson
Michele Jacques
Rosalind Jaffe
Deyar Jamil
Joyce Jasinski
Ellen Jensen
Mike Johns
Betsy & Jay Johnson
Mary Jane Johnson
Sheryl Johnston
Bronwyn Jones
Gianetta Jones
Imani Joseph
Wanda Joseph
Larry Joy
Terri Kachadurian
Susan Kaltenbach
Gloria Katz
Marney Keenan
Jamie & Paula Jo Kemler
Linda Kemper
Kathy Kendall
Carol Kerns
Carey Kerr
Pat Kessel & Barb 
Gordon-Kessel
Susan & Jeff Kessler
Julie & Randall Kies
Sandra Kilmer
Ann Kincaid
Robert & Karen Kingon

Liz & Pete Kirkwood
Ruthanne Kladder
Karl Klockars & 
Nora Dunlop
Mary Ann Knowles
Louann Kohlbeck
Mary Kolonay
Jeanne Koss
Catherine Kowaleski
Judith & Robert Krasa
Mary Anna Kruch
Karen Kuehlhorn
James Kure
Amy Kust
Gail Lange
Nancy Lassen
Lorie Leak
Ruth Ann Leppala
Judy Levin
R. Levin
Janice Lewis
Matt & Amy Lewis
Richard Lewis
Suzanne Lewis
Mark Lewison
Kirsten Lietz
Melissa Linick
Lisa Lipinski
Carol Long
Nicole Lopes
Nancy Ludwa
Violet Lui-Frank
Lora Lynch
Lynne Lyons
Brigitte Maassen
Patricia Mack
Donald Malcolm
Rebecca Mang & 
Homer Nye
Linda Mann
Kim Manrique
Susan Manson
Martie Manty
Wade & Kristee Mariage
Mary Marshall
Marty Mater
Teresa Mathews
Susie Matyas
Clayton Maxwell
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THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

For an up-to-date list of NWS SUPPORTERS 
please visit the NWS website:

NationalWritersSeries.org

THANK YOU, WE ARE SO GRATEFUL!

The incredible support from our community is both amazing 
and humbling. We are able to continue these incredible conversations 
with amazing authors, provide creative writing and poetry classes to 

area youth, award four annual college scholarships, and engage  
hundreds of students every year in Battle of the Books because of you!

Kathryn & Phillip May
Judith Maynard
Peg McCarty
Cheryl McCurdy
Kristin McIlhagga
Jonie McIntire
Elaine McIntosh
Lynda McKinnon
Catherine McMahon
Cindy McMellen
Robert McQuilkin
Marcie Meditch
Sylvia Merz
Barbara Mick
Carla Miller
Clark Miller & 
Cathy Dodge-Miller
Collin Miller
Jarrod Miller
Katie Miller
Peggy Miller
Leanne Milliman
Jessie Mitchell
Carolyn Moats
Carolyn Moehle
Sharon Monteith
Thomas & Cathy 
Montgomery
Jennifer Moran
Elizabeth Morley
Dianne Morrison
Carol Mortensen
Elizabeth Mostrom
Suzanne Mueller
Nancy Muhlig
William & Cathleen 
Murgan
Christine & Douglas 
Muscott
Cheryl & Richard Naperala
Laura Nardon
Network for Good
Beth Newberg
Deborah Nickerson
Leah Noble
Marie O’Brien
Agnes Ochs

Sue Olcott
Donna Olendorf
Marta Olson
Teresa Olson
Sharon & Patrick Oriel
Cindy Oser
Carol Paine-McGovern
Marylee Pakieser
Linda Parker
Rebecca Parker
Sarah Parry
Maryellen Paull
Laura Pavelek
Linda Peckham
Kristina Pepelko
Linda Pepper
Lynne Perkins
Linda Perry
Ruth & Elmer Peterman
Nancy Peterson
David Petrove
Elizabeth Peyser
Jennifer Pfannenstiel
Erica Pfriem
Ann Pinsky
Dennis & Barbara Piskor
Angela Pohl
Ted Pryde
Kathleen Rabbers
Mary Randall
Megan Raphael
Joan Rasmussen & 
Morry Alter
Kris Rasmussen
Jan Reed
Pamela Reed
Jan Reelitz
Bob & Kathryn Reidy
Constance Reinhard
Phyllis Relyea
Shelby & Nathaniel Reynolds
Loraine Rhode
Evelyn Richardson
John Richardson
Paula Richardson
Philip & Joan Richardson
Kurt Rivard

Nora Robinson
Joanne Rochow
Michael Rodenberg
Mary Rodewig
Ellie Rodgers
Jane Rodgers
Brittany Roeper
Jacob Rowley
Jennifer Ruud
Rosalie Ruud
Kristen Ryder
Laura Sabo
Jean Sarasin
Sara Satkowiak
Shelley Schanfield
Chris Schatte
Katie & Matt Schlomer
Ty & Johanna Schmidt
Janet Schneider
John Scott
Elaine & Tony Semanik
Andrea Shafer
Sara Shambarger
Michael & Rose Anne S
hansky
Maureen Shaughnessy
Linda Shaw
Angela Sheets
Terry Shelton
Polly Sheppard
Kristen Shook
Nancy Shreve
Heather & Rick Shumaker
Steve Sieck
Robin Silva-Wilkinson
Ian Silverman
Amy Six-King
Barb Skurdall
Stephanie & Charlie 
Slawnik
Gregory Smith
Marsha Smith
Susan & Terry Smith
William & Mary Smith
Bonnie Spanier & 
Steve Brown
Ann Sprague

Cassandra Spratling
Virginia Stanley
Rita & William Stanton
Dianne & Ross Stephenson
Molly Stephenson
Diane Stevens
Jane Stewart
Mary Stiphany
Meagan Stockemer
Janet Stone
Ann Strand
Mary & Gary Street
Evelena Suber
Odile Sullivan-Tarazi
Greg & Mary Jo Surma
Ann Swaney
Patricia Swaney
Jodee Taylor & Joe Mielke
Terrie Taylor
Deborah Tenerelli
Becky Thatcher
Goran Thompson
Linda Thompson
Sara Thompson
Carol Tompkins-Parker
Erin Tonda

Amy Travis
Jocelyn Trepte
Mary Kay Trippe
Duke Trott
Ashley Troy
Stefanie Tschirhart-Baldwin
Kathryn Tulgestke
Judy & Michael Twigg
Gretchen Uhlinger
Catherine Upjohn
Margaret Valade
Elizabeth & Beau Vallance
Catherine Valovick
Howard & Trish Van Houten
Sally Van Vleck
Mary Vardigan
Ginger Vary
Karen Viskochil
Karen Voigts
Rhonda Voorheis
Mary Wagner
Mary Kay Walsh
Mary & Bob Warner
Jan Warren
Adam Weigand
Janet Welch

Rebecca Weliver
Cynthia & Cleon Wellington
Jen Westling
Katarina White
Larry & Patricia Widmayer
Cynthia Wilmers
Donna Wilson
Susan Wischman
Kristie Wodek
Brette Woessner
Ellen Wojtowicz
Nancy Wonch
Trish Wright
Nancy Yarbrough
Pam Yee & Ron Gianola
Olga Yiparaki
John & Peggy Zachman
Mary lou Zaloudek
Mary Anne Zang
Marilyn Zeitlin & 
Lawrence Van Egeren
Ellen Zienert
Sarah Zollweg
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It helps to have a team that can deliver on your dreams.

YOUR VISION. 
OUR DRIVE.

IT’S INCREDIBLE TO SEE WHAT HAPPENS when you assemble a team of 
experts that combines extensive knowledge with an entrepreneurial spirit 
focused on delivering dreams. The West Shore Bank Grand Traverse team 
has grown to nearly 20 and provides a level of service that is unmatched 
in the market.

Enjoy the stories of other adventures—and let West Shore Bank help you 
begin creating your own—at lifesgrandadventure.com.


