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WELCOME • CELEBRATING 12 YEARS AND 200 AUTHORS!

You come to a book, a painting, a story, 
a movie, music, to be moved, confused, 
mystified. You come to give up control. 
And that’s hard to do, especially in  
an age when how we communicate  
is often routinized by algorithms.  
 
The poet John Keats, at the age of  
21 in 1817, wrote a letter to his  
brother that today we call the  
“Negative Capability” letter. Keats 
writes, “I mean Negative Capability, 
that is, when a man is capable of being 
in uncertainties, mysteries, doubts, 
without any irritable reaching after fact 
and reason…”

He is describing the role of the artist 
and reader—to seek connections and 
oceans, not silos and deserts. A few 
years later, at age 25, Keats was dead,  
of tuberculosis. If we truly understood,  

if we could feel the passing of time, 
like a wind past our faces, we wouldn’t 
waste another minute with nonsense. 
We’d read, and dream, and we’d talk 
about we’ve seen. 

With your help, and together, that’s 
what we’re trying to do here.  

Doug Stanton
is a NWS co-founder, 
author, and a proud 
graduate of Traverse 
Heights Elementary 
School, grateful 
for the wonderful 
teachers there.

The National Writers  
Series of Traverse City 

is a nonprofit  
organization dedicated 

to holding great 
conversations with 

today’s best authors  
and building the 

reading and writing 
skills of youth. 

OUR MISSION

WELCOME • CELEBRATING 12 YEARS AND 200 AUTHORS!

Welcome. It’s been 10 years and 
counting since a group of folks 

started NWS around the kitchen table 
in our house on a cold January night. 

Well, 200 author events later, with 
21,500 books (and counting) sold, and 
75,000 tickets sold, and hundreds of 
hours of conversation under the lights 
of the City Opera House, and in the 
pixels of your Zoom screen, here we are 
with a new season. At a reflection point. 
What kind of stories have we been 
telling? Funny, sad, chilling, uplifting, 
page-turning, literary—it’s hard to say, 
exactly. To tell the truth, the nights 
onstage are one long sunset—filled 
with voices, laughter, surprise, a red 
sky alight. I‘m tempted to count down 
the greatest hits of the 200 shows, 
they come back in flashes—but I won’t. 
There are too many. And practically 
every night was a different kind of 
experience. I wish I had a dollar every 
time someone has said, “Tonight’s show 
was the best one yet.” I’d have at least 
200 dollars. 

That’s because of you. Our audiences.  
Our volunteers. Our donors. I’m not 
kidding. Our authors say you’re some 

of the best crowds they’ve bared 
their souls to. They mean it.  They 
consistently say NWS is their favorite 
and best stop on a national book tour. 
They rarely see this kind of community 
support for programs like NWS’s, 
striving to put a book in every hand on 
Main Street and the tools for success in 
the hearts of students.  

NWS has long been committed to 
offering a diverse lineup of authors, 
genres, and voices. We’re here to give 
a place for the untold story to be told. 
I ask our guests what “larger” story they 
might be telling in their books. There’s 
never been a definitive answer, but I 
imagine it’s an über-story, the collective 
actions and desires of a nation moving 
in one direction, then in another. What 
do you think that story is? I’m serious. 
I wish we were all together right now 
to answer that question—there’d be 
food and disagreement and laughter 
and more debate and perhaps more 
agreement. 

NWS was formed to be a troop, a 
community, a neighborhood— 
collaborative, creative. Art is hard. It 
doesn’t offer answers. It asks questions. 
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Each year, the National Writers Series 
helps hundreds of students hone 

their writing and reading skills. We 
believe exceptional writing skills create  
a path forward to an amazing future.

FRONT STREET WRITERS
Since 2012, Front Street Writers has 
been a home for passionate student 
writers. These FREE classes and 
workshops draw students from a five-
county area—students who, in many 
cases, have no creative writing class in 
their home district. Aspiring writers in 
grades 7-12 can find monthly virtual 
Writing Workshops and special Author 
Masterclasses from visiting NWS authors, 
while high schoolers are eligible to apply 
for a spot in the semester-long Creative 
Writing Intensive. Students also publish 
their work in the annual NWS Literary 
Journal and recite their work at author 
events. Upcoming FSW programs can be 
found at NationalWritersSeries.org.

ELEMENTARY POETRY 
WORKSHOPS
Each spring, we host poetry workshops 
at Traverse Heights and Blair Elementary 
schools. We believe it’s important for 
children to learn how to creatively use their 
voices to express their feelings, and we’re 
so grateful to the Oleson Foundation for 
their support of this initiative!

CREATIVE WRITING CLASSES
In addition 
to our Front 
Street Writers 
classes, we 
work with other 
organizations 
to put together 
creative writing 
workshops 
for students, 
often in 
partnership with 
Northwestern 
Michigan 
College and their College for Kids 
summer programs. The workshops are 
as fanciful as writing fan fiction and as 
serious as college essay writing.

RAISING WRITERS • SUPPORTING  READERS & WRITERS RAISING WRITERS • SUPPORTING  READERS & WRITERS

We have awarded $56,000 in college scholarships—now up to four each year—
to 38 seniors and juniors who are passionate about writing. Scholarship 

applications are available through the Grand Traverse Regional Community 
Foundation. 

The 2021 Bob and Marcy Branski Poetry winner, Kallie Crouch, wrote a stunning 
piece titled “Where the Trees and River Meet,” and we want to leave you with this 
thought from her:

The trees are old but still stand strong. 

She wants to be like them, she says, stretching chubby fingers to
the cloud-streaked sky. 

Time marches ever and ever on.

Find Kallie’s full poem, plus the work of our other scholarship winners, poetry 
workshop students, and more in the 2021 National Writers Series Literary Journal, 
available at Horizon Books or on our website at NationalWritersSeries.org.

SONJA DANIELS-
MOEHLE
Homeschool,  Junior
The Thrum

DEUCALION  
SHETLER
North Central Academy 
Front Street Writers, 
Senior
America Divided

BROOKE  
ESSENBERG
Ellsworth Community 
Schools, Senior
For the Love of All Things 
Good and Holy Girl, 
Don’t Squash the Squash

Leslie Lee  
Nonfiction Award

Robert & Marcy  
Branski Poetry Award

William R.   
Montgomery  
Fiction Award 

Judith Lang  
Journalism Award

KALLIE CROUCH
Mancelona High School 
/ Front Street Writers, 
Senior
Atlas Revisited

2021 SCHOLARSHIP AWARD WINNERS

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE WINNERS AND PARTICIPANTS

Front Street Writers’ 
Creative Writing  
Studio instructor
Kevin Fitton
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•	 NWS broadcasts select author events on IPR, Traverse Area 	
	 Community Media (Channel 189), and YouTube, and makes 	
	 them  available to public radio stations around the country.

•	 More than 75,000 people have attended 200 writer events 	
	 since we started in 2009.

•	 Awarded $56,000 in scholarships to 38 college-bound 	
	 students.  

•	 We’ve hosted 200 author events for onstage conversations 	
	 over the past 12 years.

•	 Our Front Street Writers program, in partnership with 		
	 Traverse Bay Area ISD and held at the Career-Tech Center, 	
	 draws students from a five-county area who love to learn 	
	 about writing.

•	 59 teams are engaged in a creative and fun Battle of the 	
	 Books. Over 300 fourth- and fifth-graders are reading and 	
	 being quizzed on nine books.

•	 Each spring, we host poetry workshops at Traverse Heights 	
	 and Blair elementary schools.

•	 NWS creates and promotes youth creative writing classes in 	
	 partnership with Northwestern Michigan College.

• 	 Annually publish student writing of Front Street Writers, 	
	 Blair and Traverse Heights poetry workshops, and NMC 	
	 creative writing classes in the annual NWS Literary Journal.  
	 You can find it at Horizon Books and on the NWS website.

• 	 Co-founder Doug Stanton is the 2020 Stephen E. Ambrose 	
	 Oral History Award winner and past  Michiganian of the Year.

• 	 Traverse City has been a “Book City” since 2015.

RAISING THE LITERARY BAR SINCE 2009

Applauding, connecting and promoting the
people, places and talents that bring arts,
culture and creativity to our communities.

bravo!

Join the audience.
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NWS is excited to 
partner with the 

Traverse City Track 
Club to bring the 
perfect book to 
help us all keep our 
New Year’s resolution 
fitness goals.

If exercise is healthy (so good for 
you!), why do many people dislike or 
avoid it? In this myth-busting book, 
Daniel Lieberman, professor of human 
evolutionary biology at Harvard 
University and a pioneering researcher 
on the evolution of human physical 
activity, tells the story of how we never 
evolved to exercise—to do voluntary 
physical activity for the sake of health.

The book’s engaging stories and 
explanations will revolutionize the 
way you think about exercising—not 
to mention sitting, sleeping, sprinting, 
weight lifting, playing, fighting, walking, 
jogging, and even dancing.

Drawing on insights from evolutionary 
biology and anthropology, Lieberman 
suggests how we can make exercise 
more enjoyable, rather than shaming 
and blaming people for avoiding it. He 
also tackles the question of whether 

you can exercise too much, even as he 
explains why exercise can reduce our 
vulnerability to the diseases most likely 
to make us sick and kill us.

Daniel E. Lieberman is Edwin M. Lerner 
Professor of Biological Sciences at 
Harvard University. He is the author of 
the national best seller The Story of the 
Human Body: Evolution, Health, and 
Disease and Exercised: Why Something 
We Never Evolved to Do Is Healthy and 
Rewarding.

DANIEL 
LIEBERMAN

Guest host LISA TAYLOR Is the Executive Director of the Traverse 
City Track Club (TCTC), the largest track club in the state of 
Michigan. She is a 35+ year veteran runner and a 25+ year 
coach. In 2021, she received the Michigan High School Athletic 

Coaches Association Coach for her achievements.

Start the New Year out right… 
embrace a healthy lifestyle

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Literary Sponsor: Traverse City  
Track Club

JANUARY 21, 7PM • VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENT

TRAVERSE CITY'S 
DOWNTOWN 

BISTRO!

Experience the local flavor, dedicated service 
and consistent reputation that has 

kept Amical a favorite for over 25 years.

fresh • seasonal 
creative

231.941.8888 • Amical.com
229 E. Front Street • Downtown Traverse City
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FEBRUARY 4, 7PM  •  VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENT

From the creator of 
The Good Place and 

the co-creator of Parks 
and Recreation, comes 
a hilarious, thought-
provoking guide to living 
an ethical life, drawing 
on 2,500 years of deep 
thinking from around the world.

Most people think of themselves as 
“good,” but it’s not always easy to 
determine what’s “good” or “bad”—
especially in a world filled with 
complicated choices and pitfalls and 
booby traps and bad advice. With bright 
wit and deep insight, How to Be Perfect 
explains concepts like deontology, 
utilitarianism, existentialism, ubuntu, and 
more so we can sound cool at parties 
and become better people.

Schur starts off with easy ethical questions 
like “Should I punch my friend in the face 
for no reason?” (No.) and works his way 
up to the most complex moral issues we 
all face. By the time the book is done, 
we’ll know exactly how to act in every 
conceivable situation, so as to produce a 
verifiably maximal amount of moral good. 
We will be perfect, and all our friends will 
be jealous. OK, not quite. Instead, we’ll 
gain fresh, funny, inspiring wisdom on the 
toughest issues we face every day.

Michael Schur is a television 
writer and producer who has worked on 
shows like The Office, Master of None, 
The Comeback, and Hacks, and created 
or co-created Parks and Recreation, 
Brooklyn 99, The Good Place, and 
Rutherford Falls. He lives in Los Angeles 
with his wife and their two kids.

A blueprint on how to 
live your best life  

Guest host ED HELMS is an actor, writer, producer, and comedian 
who had his start on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart and The 
Office. He also starred in The Hangover trilogy and has since 
launched his own production company with producer Mike 
Falbo called Pacific Electric Picture Company. Outside of 
entertainment, Helms is on the board for Represent Us and sits 

on the Oberlin College Board of Trustees. A lifelong musician, he 
plays a mean banjo in his bluegrass band, The Lonesome Trio.

MICHAEL SCHUR

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Event Sponsor:  
Boomerang Catapult LLC
Literary Sponsor:  Image 360 

231.995.1844
iaf@nmc.edu

TCIAF.com

CHINA: IS DÉTENTE POSSIBLE 

KENNETH JARRETT
Fmr. Director of Asian Affairs, 
National Security Council

FEB 17

CYBERSECURITY

JOSHUA LAROCCA
Fmr. Counterterrorism Section,
U.S. Department of Justice

MAY 19

THE RISE OF POPULISM

JEFF RATHKE
Fmr. Deputy Director of European Security 
& Political Affairs, U.S. State Department

MAR 17

CLIMATE CHANGE

ALICE C. HILL
Senior Fellow for Energy & Environment, 
Council on Foreign Relations

APR 21

FOREIGN POLICY MASHUP 

BILL CLIFFORD
President & CEO,
World Affairs Councils of America

JUNE 16

 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL
F RUM

TRAVERSE CITY.MICHIGAN

AFFAIRS

EVENTS  |  MEMBERSHIP  |  MORE

OUR 
200th 
EVENT!
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FEBRUARY 24, 7 PM  • VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENT FEBRUARY 24, 7 PM  •  VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENT

Join three bestselling and award-winning authors—Honorée Fanonne 
Jeffers, Wanda M. Morris, and Vanessa Riley—for a special Black History 

Month panel. Their three books—The Love Songs of W.E.B. Du Bois, All Her 
Little Secrets, and Island Queen—bridge generations of women’s stories 
across three different genres. Together, they will discuss the joys and 
struggles of their Black heroines from the 1800s to today, as well as dive 
into their writing processes, inspirations, and favorite stories.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH PANEL
Three authors. Two hundred years of history.  
One special evening.

HONORÉE 
FANONNE JEFFERS

Honorée Fanonne 
Jeffers is a 

poet, essayist, 
and novelist. She’s 
the author of five 
critically acclaimed 
books of poetry—
including The Age 
of Phillis, which 
won the NAACP Image Award for 
Outstanding Literary Work in Poetry–
and the bestselling novel The Love 
Songs of W.E.B. Du Bois. Her work has 
been longlisted for the National Book 
Award for Poetry and Fiction as well as 
the PEN/Voelcker Award.

Named one of the New York Times Best 
Books of 2021 and an Oprah Book 
Club selection, The Love Songs of 
W.E.B. DuBois was an instant bestseller.
It is an intimate yet sweeping novel 
with all the luminescence and force 

of Homegoing; Sing, Unburied, Sing; 
and The Water Dancer that chronicles 
the journey of one American family, 
from the centuries of the colonial slave 
trade through the Civil War to our own 
tumultuous era. 

VANESSA RILEY

Vanessa Riley is an 
award-winning 

author of historical 
fiction and historical 
romance, showcasing 
the hidden histories 
of women of color 
and emphasizing strong 
sisterhoods and dazzling 
multicultural communities.

Island Queen is a remarkable, historical 
novel based on the incredible true life 
story of Dorothy Kirwan Thomas, a free 
woman of color who rose from slavery 
to become one of the wealthiest and 
most powerful landowners in the colo-
nial West Indies. The New York Times 
hailed the book as “riveting and trans-
formative, evocative and immersive...a 
singular pleasure.”

A journey that is the story—
and the song—of America

A life worth telling—riveting
and inspiring

As a corporate 
attorney, Wanda  

M. Morris has 
worked in the legal 
departments of 
some of America’s 
top Fortune 100 
companies. She is an 
alumna of the Yale 
Writers Workshop and Robert McKee’s 
Story Seminar. Wanda is a member 
of Sisters in Crime, Mystery Writers of 
America and Crime Writers of Color.  All 
Her Little Secrets is her debut novel.

WANDA M. MORRIS
Everyone has something  
to hide...
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BATTLE 
of the 

BOOKS

Beautiful Smiles Build 
Amazing Confidence

231.935.1440 
545 S. Garfield Ave Ste. A, Traverse City

BergsmaOrthodontics.com

Proud to support Battle of the Books
and the lifelong love of reading

FOLLOW THE READER
The leaders of our future 
are the readers of today.

Morsels is proud to sponsor 
BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

The small things 
will always be  
the big things.

MorselsBakery.com

We Are Proud 
to be A PArt of

Battle 
of the 

Books

Sera & Richard 
Thompson

Promoting excellence in

reading and teamwork

Called “a brilliantly nuanced but pow-
erhouse exploration of race, the legal 
system, and the crushing pressure of 
keeping secrets” by bestselling author 
Karin Slaughter, the book is a fast-paced 
thriller about a Black lawyer who gets 
caught in a dangerous conspiracy after 
the sudden death of her boss. 

FEBRUARY 24, 7 PM  •  VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENT

Guest host ROCHELLE RILEY is the Director of Arts and 
Culture for the City of Detroit. She spent nearly 25 years as 
an award-winning Detroit Free Press columnist and is author 
of five books, including The Burden: African Americans and 
the Enduring Impact of Slavery and That They Lived: African 
Americans Who Changed the World. Rochelle Riley is also a 
past NWS author herself, a former NWS board member, and is 
one of our most requested guest hosts!

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY 
Literary Sponsors: 
Northern Michigan E3
Traverse Area District Library

New for the first time this year, 
Battle of the Books introduced 

the Faire Division. While the 
Tournament Division reads nine 
books, the Faire Division reads four 
and participates in fun activities by 
completing four quests:  

1. A quest for knowledge with 
quizzes based on the books  

2. A quest for identity by designing 
their own special Coat of Arms  

3. A quest for strategy through the 
creation of their very own board 
game  

4. A quest for ingenuity, a top-secret 
quest revealed at the Team Faire!

INVESTING 
IN THE FUTURE
It’s what we do best.

Proud to support 
BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

877.325.8031 • MyHonorBank.com

Honor Bank - Invested in the 
community for over 100 years. 

Battle of the Books
Faire Division

eFulf i l lment Service provides warehousing and 
order ful f i l lment services for onl ine sel lers.

We are extremely proud to support Battle of 
the Books and the National Writers Series!

www.eFulfi l lmentService.com

We’re honored to support the work of Battle of the Books  
and National Writers Series in helping readers dream.

Read, and inspire your dreams! 
At eFulfillment Service, we fulfill the dreams of entrepreneurs 

worldwide by storing and shipping their products.
 

eFulf i l lment Service provides warehousing and 
order ful f i l lment services for onl ine sel lers.

We are extremely proud to support Battle of 
the Books and the National Writers Series!

www.eFulfi l lmentService.com
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MARCH 13, 2PM • CITY OPERA HOUSE MARCH 13, 2PM • CITY OPERA HOUSE

LET THE GAMES BEGIN
Battle of the Books is back for 2022! 

Battle of the Books is a free book-based 
quiz competition for fourth and fifth 

graders in the Grand Traverse community. 
Kids read incredible stories together 
and then experience heart-pounding 
moments in competition.

The Battle of the Books “season” begins in 
the fall, when teams of four to six students 
are formed. Each has a coach (thank you!), 
usually a wonderful parent. 
 
In early winter, there’s the official Book 
Handout, which is really a fun party, 
generously hosted by the Traverse Area 
District Library, our official partner-in-
battle. At the Book Handout, teams reveal 
their names and take part in activities 
related to the booklist. The students find 
out that day what the 9 books are and 
each team goes home with a bag of 
books (provided by NWS free of charge).  
 
Then they read. And discuss. And 
comprehend. And memorize. 
There are mock battles, held at 
Northwestern Michigan College in 

February, so 
the readers 
can get an 
idea what’s 
in store for 
them. The 
first official 
battle takes 
place in 
early March 
and the top 
two teams 
then proceed to the championship. 
 
This year, the championship battle will 
take place at 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 13, 
at the City Opera House.

This is a huge undertaking that involves 
an amazing planning committee, and a 
dedicted group of volunteers, coaches, 
and parents. Thank you to our volunteer 
program coordinator Marcy Lindberg for 
expertly pulling it all together and to our 
partner, the Traverse Area District Library.

To learn more about Battle of the  
Books and to see all the amazing books  
on this year’s reading list, visit 
BattleOfTheBooksGT.com.  

MARCH 15, 2PM • CITY OPERA HOUSE

BATTLE 
of the 

BOOKS 
MAY YOUR JOURNEY BE EPIC

In partnership with the Traverse Area District Library

On the day of the 
Championship 

Battle and All-Team 
Finale, we will be 
joined by award-
winning author  
Jack Cheng. 

Jack is the author of See You in the 
Cosmos, the winner of the 2017 Golden 
Kite and Great Lakes, Great Reads 
awards for Best Middle Grade Fiction. 
This is Jack’s first novel for young 
readers and is about an eleven-year-old 
boy who’s trying to launch his iPod into 
space. But it’s also about road trips, 
families, and finding love and truth and 
courage in the universe. There’s also a 
dog named Carl Sagan.

The book was published jointly by 
Dial Books for Young Readers (US) 
and Puffin (UK). It’s available now 
in translation from other publishers 
in over thirty countries. There’s an 
audiobook, too, complete with sound 
design and an ensemble cast (it’s 
great).

At the Finale, Jack will help crown the 
2022 Champions and give an inspiring 
author talk to the young readers in 
attendance. 

Jack Cheng is a Shanghai-born, Detroit-
based author of critically acclaimed 
fiction for young readers. He has visited 
schools around the world speaking with 
students about finding their paths as 
writers and artists. He is a 2019 Kresge 
Artist Fellow.

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY 
SPONSORS: 
eFulfillment Service 
Hazelnut Kids
Honor Bank
Morsels
Safety Net
Dr. Sara Bergsma Orthodontics
Dawn & Kean Oh
Rick & Sera Thompson
Robert & Anne Tucker

GRANTORS: 
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation,
Michigan Council for Arts and 
Cultural Affairs, 
National Endowment for the Arts

JACK CHENG
A stellar read about hope,  
love, and family

Where the Wild Things Are 

Excited young readers 
pick up their Battle of the 
Books titles!
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Set against the wide open 
beauty of Michigan’s 

Upper Peninsula, this  wise, 
big hearted novel follows 
a young single mother and 
her ten-year-old daughter 
as they stand up to the trials 
of rural poverty and find the 
community they need in 
order to survive.

Laurel Hill and her precocious daughter 
Skye have always been each other’s 
everything. Though they live frugally, eking 
out a living with Laurel’s patchwork of jobs, 
their deep love for each other feels like 
it can warm them even on the coldest of 
nights. What more do they need?

One otherwise normal afternoon, their 
landlord decides to evict them in favor 
of a more profitable summer rental, and, 
without any warning, they are pushed 
farther to the margins. And when a 
dangerous incident threatens to separate 
them, Laurel and Skye must forever 
choose–will they leave the place they love 
and the hardscrabble life they’ve built, or 
risk everything to embrace the emptiness 
and wildness that has defined them?

What follows is an uplifting, profoundly 
moving story about a mother and 
daughter fighting for each other, 

against all odds, as they learn to build 
community and foster the resilience that 
will keep them alive.

Ellen Airgood runs a diner in Grand Marais, 
Michigan, where all kinds of people come 
from all kinds of places, and she gets to 
meet them and hear their stories. She is 
the author of South of Superior.

Guest Host  SUSAN ODGERS is past chair of the Keweenaw 
Storytelling Center in Calumet, and since 1989, she’s taught 
psychology at Northwestern MI College. Susan is on the boards 
of the TC Human Rights Commission, MI Writers, Traverse 
Area District Library, and others. A recipient of the Sara Hardy 
Humanitarian of the Year award, Susan was recognized as one of 

the 2021 Influential Women of Northern Michigan.

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY 
Literary Sponsors: 
Michigan Technological University
Michigan Writers

Follow your 
imagination 
with our natural, organic, 

and wooden toys.

Shop online at 
hazelnutkids.com

Proud to SuPPort

battle of the books
and the love of reading!

~  Anne and RobeRt tuckeR
     Sponsors of the Battle of the Books

MARCH 24, 7 PM • CITY OPERA HOUSE  + LIVESTREAMED

ELLEN AIRGOOD
A heartfelt bond between 
mother and daughter

proud to support readers 
and writers of all ages 

Dawn and Kean Oh
~ Battle of the Books Sponsors

Battle of the Books
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APRIL 7, 7PM  • VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENT

The reviews are in: 
The Lightning Rod 

is “a one-of-a-kind 
thrill ride” (James 
Patterson). In the 
hugely entertaining, 
highly anticipated 
follow-up to Brad 
Meltzer’s #1 New York 
Times bestselling thriller The Escape 
Artist, Zig and Nola are back. And if you 
haven’t met them yet,  A. J. Finn says 
“Nola is the most accomplished kicker 
of a** since Lisbeth Salander in The Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo.” 

Archie Mint has led a charmed life, but 
when he’s killed while trying to stop a 
robbery in his own home, his family is 
shattered—and then shocked when the 
other shoe drops. Mint’s charmed life, 
so perfect on the surface, held criminal 
secrets none of them could have 
imagined. 

While working on Mint’s body before 
his funeral, mortician “Zig” Zigarowski 
discovers something he was never 
meant to see. That telling detail leads 
him to Dover Air Force Base, where he 
uncovers Mint’s involvement in a top-
secret military unit and his connection 
to military artist and Sergeant First 
Class Nola Brown.  Two years ago, Nola 
saved Zig’s life—so he knows that she’s 
as volatile and dangerous as a bolt of 
lightning.

Zig teams up with Nola’s long missing 
brother, who’s just as combustible 
as she is to follow Nola’s trail. Along 
the way, they discover one of the U.S. 

government’s most intensely guarded 
secrets—an undisclosed military facility 
that dates back to the Cold War and 
holds the key to something far more 
sinister: a hidden group willing to 
compromise the very safety and security 
of America itself.

Brad Meltzer is the #1 New York 
Times bestselling author of The Inner 
Circle, The Book of Fate, and ten other 
bestselling thrillers. He is also the 
host of Brad Meltzer’s Lost History and 
Brad Meltzer’s Decoded on the History 
Channel. 

Guest Host to be announced.

BRAD MELTZER

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY 
Literary Sponsor:   
Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home
and Cremation Services

Trouble always finds her…
lightning strikes again!

50% OFF FOR 
1ST TIME ATTENDEES 

AND STUDENTS! 
 

CALL 231-947-7120 OR EMAIL
INFO@TRAVERSESYMPHONY.ORG

FOR DISCOUNT CODE

let's go!TSO
2021-2022 SEASON
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APRIL 19, 7PM  • CITY OPERA HOUSE + LIVESTREAMED

A  n American Sunrise is  
a stunning 

volume from the first 
Native American 
Poet Laureate of 
the United States, 
informed by her tribal 
history and connection 
to the land.

In the early 1800s, the Mvskoke people 
were forcibly removed from their 
original lands east of the Mississippi to 
Indian Territory, which is now part of 
Oklahoma. Two hundred years later, Joy 
Harjo returns to her family’s lands and 
opens a dialogue with history.  In An 
American Sunrise, Harjo finds blessings 
in the abundance of her homeland and 
confronts the site where her people, and 
other indigenous families, essentially 
disappeared. 

From her memory of her mother’s 
death, to her beginnings in the native 
rights movement, to the road with her 
beloved, Harjo’s personal life intertwines 
with tribal histories to create a space 
for renewed beginnings. Her poems 
sing of beauty and survival, illuminating 
a spirituality that connects her to her 
ancestors and thrums with the quiet 
anger of living in the ruins of injustice.

Joy Harjo is an internationally renowned 
performer and writer of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation. She is serving her 
second term as the 23rd Poet Laureate 
of the United States. The author of 
nine books of poetry, several plays and 
children’s books, and two memoirs, 
her many honors include the Ruth Lily 
Prize for Lifetime Achievement from 

the Poetry Foundation, the Academy 
of American Poets Wallace Stevens 
Award, two NEA fellowships, and a 
Guggenheim Fellowship.

This event is made possible, in part, 
through partnerships with the Traverse 
Area District Library, the Dennos Museum 
Center, and an NEA Big Read grant. NEA 
Big Read is a program of the National 
Endowment for the Arts in partnership 
with Arts Midwest.

Guest host to be announced.

JOY HARJO

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY 
Literary Sponsor:  
Grand Traverse Regional Commu-
nity Foundation
Presenting Partners:  
Traverse Area District Library and  
Dennos  Museum Center

A bestselling volume of 
wise and powerful poetry 

The Ojibwe Saga

 NEW!
  The prequel to 
Windigo Moon
from Bob Downes
  Readers say:
• “One of the best 
books I’ve ever read.”
• “I couldn’t stop 
reading...”
• “Didn’t want it to 
end!”

  “A simply brilliant 
work of historical 
fi ction.” - Midwest 
Book Review

  “One of the best 
books of 2017.” 
- Marquette Monthly,
& Petoskey News-
Review

Fresh
The families of the Record-Eagle 
are proud to support the Writers Series. 
We are here with you every step 
of the way.
Bringing the very best in news 
coverage, 24 hours per day to 
Northwest Michigan families. 

EagleRecordTRAVERSE CITY

www.record-eagle.com

120 W. Front Street 
231-946-2187

Michigan
WRITERS
WRITING TOGETHER SINCE 2001

MichWriters.org | FB.com/MichWriters
info@michwriters.org

We celebrate the National Writers Series for 
10 years of great literary conversations!

PUBLISHERS OF

Michigan Writers Cooperative Press
Dunes Review Literary Journal

We celebrate the National Writers Series for 
over 10 years of great literary conversations!
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From the Booker Prize–
winning author of 

Lincoln in the Bardo and 
Tenth of December 
comes a literary master 
class on what makes 
great stories work and 
what they can tell us about 
ourselves—and our world today.

For the last twenty years, George Saunders 
has been teaching a class on the Russian 
short story to his MFA students at Syracuse 
University. In A Swim in a Pond in the 
Rain, he shares a version of that class 
with us. Paired with iconic short stories by 
Chekhov, Turgenev, Tolstoy, and Gogol, 
the seven essays in this book are intended 
for anyone interested in how fiction works 
and why it’s more relevant than ever in 
these turbulent times.

A Swim in a Pond in the Rain is a deep 
exploration not just of how great writing 
works, but of how the mind itself works 
while reading, and of how the reading 
and writing of stories make genuine 
connection possible.

George Saunders is the #1 New York 
Times bestselling author of ten books, 
including Lincoln in the Bardo, which won 

the Man Booker Prize; Congratulations, by 
the way; Tenth of December, a finalist for 
the National Book Award; The Braindead 
Megaphone; and the critically acclaimed 
short story collections CivilWarLand in 
Bad Decline, Pastoralia, and In Persuasion 
Nation. He teaches in the creative writing 
program at Syracuse University.

THEATRE NAME HERE 
THEATREURL.COM

“TINA FEY’S MEAN GIRLS 
IS A MARVEL:

DAZZLING AND
HILARIOUS!”
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MONTH XX – MONTH XX

FRANC D’AMBROSIO  
BROADWAY: BEYOND  
THE CHANDELIER
Friday, October 15 | 8:00 PM

ASSISTED LIVING:  
THE MUSICAL
Friday, October 29 | 8:00 PM

HOT CLUB OF SAN  
FRANCISCO: COOL YULE
Friday, December 10 | 8:00 PM

BROADWAY BOUND:  
HADESTOWN
Saturday, December 11 | 2:00 PM

2ND ANNUAL INTERLOCHEN  
ARTS ACADEMY SINGER- 
SONGWRITERS
Thursday, February 3 | 7:30 PM

DINOSAUR WORLD LIVE
Friday, February 4 | 7:00 PM

AN EVENING WITH  
BRANFORD MARSALIS
Thursday, February 24 | 7:30 PM

ALICIA OLATUJA  
INTUITION: SONGS FROM  
THE MINDS OF WOMEN
Thursday, March 3 | 7:30 PM

BROADWAY BOUND:  
MEAN GIRLS
Saturday, March 5 | 2:00 PM

NATALIE MACMASTER  
& DONNELL LEAHY
Thursday, March 10 | 7:30 PM

THE MOTH MAINSTAGE
Friday, April 29 | 8:00 PM

BROADWAY BOUND:  
DEAR EVAN HANSEN
Saturday, May 21 | 2:00 PM

BROADWAY BOUND:  
AIN’T TOO PROUD
Saturday, June 11 | 2:00 PM

21/
22

Schedule

MAY 5, 7PM  • VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENT

GEORGE SAUNDERS
The secret to good writing 
and reading

Guest Host DOUG STANTON is a #1 New York Times bestselling author 
whose writing has appeared in the New York Times Book Review, 

Washington Post, TIME, Newsweek, and Esquire, where he’s been 
a contributing editor. He received an MFA from the Writers’ 
Workshop at the University of Iowa, graduating with coursework 
in fiction and poetry workshops. He’s worked as a creative writing 

teacher, a caretaker of Robert Frost’s house, and once took an acting 
lesson from Harrison Ford in a restaurant. His award-winning books have 

been named New York Times, Publisher’s Weekly, and Amazon Notable/Best books. His 
book Horse Soldiers was the basis for the Chris Hemsworth movie 12 Strong. 

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY 
Literary Sponsor: Mission Point Press
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The most powerful way to thank our NWS authors for sharing their stories is to buy 
their book. The fact is, nearly all of our authors are on a national book tour, doing 

one or more book signing events per day for a week or even months. Publishers always 
choose to send their authors to a “reporting” bookstore—one that reports its sales to the 
New York Times Bestselling List. That’s exactly true of Horizon Books. No one knows just 
how many books it takes to get on the NYT Bestseller List, but we do know that Traverse 
City makes a vital difference to more than a dozen authors each year! 
Buy a book and make the author’s day!

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR AMAZING AUTHORS!

Official Bookstore of the National Writers Series

231-946-7290
Downtown Traverse City

Open 

7 Days
All Year

Northwest Lower 
Michigan’s 

independent, 
family-owned 

bookstore 
since 1961

MAY 10, 7PM  • CITY OPERA HOUSE + LIVESTREAMED

PAUL HOLES  

For a decade, The 
Golden State Killer 

stalked and murdered 
Californians in the dead 
of night, leaving entire 
communities afraid 
to turn out the lights. 
In 1994, when cold case 
investigator Paul Holes came 
across the old file, he swore he would 
unmask the Golden State Killer and 
finally give these families some closure. 
Twenty four years later, Holes fulfilled 
that promise, identifying a 73-year-old 
former cop named Joseph J. DeAngelo. 
Headlines blasted from the U.S. to 
Europe: one of America’s most prolific 
serial killers was in custody.

That case launched Holes’s career into 
the stratosphere, turning him into an icon 
in the true crime world. In this memoir, 
Holes takes us through his memories of 
a storied career and provides an insider 
account of some of the most notorious 
cases in contemporary American history, 
including the hunt for the Golden State 
Killer, Laci Peterson’s murder and Jaycee 
Dugard’s kidnapping. This is a story about 
the gritty truth of crime solving when 
there are no flashbulbs and “case closed” 
headlines. It is the story of a man and his 
commitment to cases and people who 
might have otherwise been forgotten.

In 2018, Paul Holes retired as a cold case 

investigator after spending more than 
twenty-seven years working in Contra 
Costa County, in the San Francisco 
Bay Area. Paul specialized in cold case 
and serial predator crimes, lending his 
expertise to notable cases. Since the 
arrest of the Golden State Killer, Holes has 
been very involved on the media side, 
continuing to assist law enforcement and 
victims’ families with their unsolved cases 
through the television shows The DNA 
of Murder with Paul Holes and America’s 
Most Wanted and the podcast Jensen & 
Holes: The Murder Squad.

Guest host to be announced.

A fascinating look at the life 
of a cold case investigator 

“A great program, one of the best of its kind. The setting, 
the city, the interviews—but mostly, the audience—make it 
a wonderful stop.  Highly recommended.”

                       ~ Harlan Coben,  #1 New York Times bestseller	

DANIEL LEIBERMAN: Exercised  
MICHAEL SCHUR: How to be Perfect - Available January 25
HONORÉE FANNONE JEFFERS: The Love Songs of W.E.B. Du Bois
VANESSA RILEY: Island Queen  
WANDA M. MORRIS: All Her Litte Secrets
JACK CHENG: See You in the Cosmos
ELLEN AIRGOOD: Tin Camp Road
BRAD MELTZER: The Lightning Rod - Available March 8
JOY HARJO: An American Sunrise
GEORGE SAUNDERS: A Swim in a Pond in the Rain
PAUL HOLES: Unmasked - Available April 26
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SIMPLY THE BEST!  1. Horizon Books’ Juan & Christian team up with NWS volunteers to sell John U. Bacon’s books in 2021.
2.  Volunteer Mary Harmeson welcomes NWS attendees in 2019.  3.  Volunteers Debbie Pascoe & Judy Ellis greet guests.     
4. Volunteers prepare for the doors to open. 5. Community partner Grass River Natural Area display at Pam Houston’s event in 2021.

2009
Elmore Leonard
Peter Leonard
Doug Stanton

2010
Amy Alkon
Rhoda Janzen
Tom Brokaw
Thomas Lynch
Mary Karr
Audrey Niffenegger
Mario Batali
James Bradley
Peter Matthiessen
Karl Marlantes 

2011
Janet Leahy /
Lisa Albert
Sara Brokaw
Mitch Albom
Paula McLain
Bonnie Jo Campbell/
Jack Driscoll/  
Michael Zadoorian
Roy Blount, Jr.
Sebastian Junger
Richard Ford
Elmore Leonard
Daniel Silva
Gretchen Holt Witt
Tom Perrotta
Jeffrey Eugenides
David Sedaris
Chuck Klosterman

2012
Vince Gilligan
Jodi Picoult
Geraldine Brooks
Michael Sandel
Anna Quindlen
Natalie Bakapoulos
Janet Evanovich
Lee Child
Maggie Stiefvater

Ayaan Hirsi Ali
Benjamin Busch
Michael Connelly

2013
Chip Johannessen
Buzz Bissinger
Blaine Harden
Gillian Flynn
Nathaniel Philbrick
Jason Matthews
Colum McCann
Temple Grandin
Mitch Albom
Benjamin Percy
Michael Paterniti
Jamie Ford
David Finkel
Nikki Giovanni
Sara Paretsky

2014
Kelly Corrigan
George Packer
Steve Luxenberg
Anchee Min
Emily Giffin
Daniel James Brown
Karin Slaughter
Greg Holmes/ 
Katherine Roth
Diana Gabaldon
A.J. Baime/ 
Bryce Hoffman
Nancy Horan
Sophie Kinsella
Rita Mae Brown
Brian Castner/
Brian Turner

2015
Tess Gerritsen
Garth Stein
Debbie Macomber
Jeff Shaara
Harlan Coben
Hampton Sides
Mardi Link
Vanessa Diffenbaugh
Ben Sidran

Bonnie Jo Campbell
Paula McLain
Sarah Chayes
Susan Casey
John U. Bacon

2016
James Rollins
James Tobin
Tui Sutherland
Laurie R. King
Brian Castner
David Ebershoff
Lucy Kalanithi
Jim & Lynn Kouf
Paola Gianturco
David Maraniss
Margaret Atwood
Ann Patchett
Jodi Picoult
Kyle Mills
Daniel Bergner

2017
John Donvan
Beth Macy
Gordon Korman
Greg Iles
Eric Fair
Elizabeth Strout
Andrea Petersen
Mary Roach
Julia Glass
W. Bruce Cameron
Sarah Shoemaker
Doug Stanton
Alice Waters
Terry McDonell
Dan Gerber
Murray Howe
Sebastian Junger/
Phil Caputo

2018
Doug Stanton
Peter Heller
Nikki Giovanni
Peter Brown
Anna Quindlen
Drew Philp

Eileen McNamara
Samantha Irby
David Grann
Richard Russo
Adriana Trigiani
Annie Spence
Beth Macy
Mona Hanna-Attisha
Joe Hill
Amy Goldstein
Tayari Jones
Alice Walker 
Richard Clarke
John U. Bacon

2019
Jen Sincero
Tommy Tomlinosn
Keith Gave
Grace Lin
Lisa Scottoline
Elizabeth Berg/
Elizabeth Letts/
Lynne Olson
Marie Benedict
Daniel Pink
Bryan Gruley
Steve Hamilton
Douglas Brinkley
Tanya Anne Crosby
Karl Marlantes
David Maraniss
Aarti Shahani
Randall Sullivan
Susan Orlean
Mitch Albom
Nelson & Alex Demille

202O
Nicholas Kristof/
Sheryl Wudunn
Steve Luxenberg
Peter Heller
Terry McMillan
Bob Giles
Scott Turow
Elaine Weiss
William Kent Krueger
David Blight
Miles Harvey

Brad Thor
Karen Dionne
Molly Wizenberg
Susan Goldberg
Chasten Buttigieg
Ruth Ware
Yaa Gyasi
Kate Walbert
Christopher Haugh & 
Jordan Blashek
Alice Hoffman
Larissa Fasthorse
Albert Woodfox

2021
Dwight Garner
Alan Lightman
Martha Teichner
Diane Rehm
Shelley Pearsall
Imbolo Mbue
Chris Bohjalian
Karla Cornejo  
Villavicencio
Rochelle Riley
Mary Doria Russell
Robin Wall Kimmerer
Emily Henry
Megan Miranda
Dax-Devlon Ross
Susie Yang
John U. Bacon
Pam Houston
Afghanistan Today
International Panel
Mary Roach
Anthony Doerr
Alex Michaelides
Joshua Prager
Jason Reynolds
Omar El Akkad
Angeline Boulley

NIKKI GIOVANNI – 2013/18GARTH STEIN – 2015 ANTHONY DOERR – 2021YAA GYASI – 2020GILLIAN FLYNN – 2013

YOU WON'T  
BELIEVE 
WHO'S 

COMING NEXT!

LOOK WHO’S 
BEEN  HERE!

4 5

1137 S Garfield Ave
 Traverse City, MI

231-946-7330
GoldenFowler.com

@GoldenFowlerTC

Golden-Fowler
H O M E  F U R N I S H I N G S

Today’s

Furniture 
that
perf�ms
for your 
family.

1

CHEERS TO THE NWS VOLUNTEERS!

32
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Great writers regularly visit our house.
Do they visit yours?

www.CordiaTC.com
231-714-6554

When your home is Cordia, artful opportunities abound. 
We foster relationships with organizations like the National 
Writers Series so we can bring interesting people right to 
your living room. Authors, musicians, painters, and actors 
regularly grace our community with their talent and their 
vision. 

Tomorrow is full of possibility
Call Heidi today for a personal visit.

Are the arts part of your meaningful life?  Maybe Cordia 
should be, too.  Our approach to senior living could give 
you a whole new way of thinking about home.

GRANTORS  

SUSTAINING SPONSOR

This activity is supported  
in part by an award from the 

MICHIGAN COUNCIl FOR ARTS 
AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS, and 
the NATIONAL ENDOWMENT  

FOR THE ARTS.

SEASON SPONSOR 

THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

ARTS BENEFACTOR SPONSOR Literary Sponsor:
A GENEROUS FRIEND  

OF NWS

BLACK HISTORY MONTHMICHAEL SCHUR

BRAD MELTZER
PAUL HOLES

GEORGE SAUNDERS

JOY HARJO

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

Literary Sponsors:

MEDIA SPONSORS

EVENT & LITERARY SPONSORS

Event Sponsor:

Literary Sponsor:

Literary Sponsor:

Live Literary Sponsor:

Presenting Partners:

TC’s Complete Printing Solution TeamTC’s Complete Printing Solution Team

DAWN & KEAN OH

ANNE & ROBERT TUCKER

SERA & RICHARD THOMPSON

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

Event Sponsors:

Literary Sponsor:

Event Sponsor:

Literary Sponsor:

ELLEN AIRGOOD

DANIEL LIEBERMAN

Event Sponsor:

in honor of Susan Odgers
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THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
$10,000/year for 3 years
Brenda & Ross Biederman
Aubrey Adelle Bliss
Rota & David Bump
Dana & Casey Cowell
Susie & Bill Janis
Diana & Richard Milock
Jon & Marissa Wege

BESTSELLER LIST
$5,000 - $10,000
Leith & Gloria Butler
Dan Edson
Cameron & Dan Farley
Ward & Mary Gillett
Jon & Sue Kinne
Eleanor Luedtke

Anonymous
Robert & Anne Tucker
Janet Wolf

NATIONAL BOOK 
AWARD $1,000 - $4,999	
Sam Abood
Lorraine & Mack Beers
Sara & Eric Bergsma
Arleta Bernson
Ross & Brenda Biederman
Richard & Susan Bingham
Bob & Marcy Branski
Clark & Karen Bunting
Tom & Pam Caldwell
Dick & Sue Campbell
Martha Campbell
Susan & Al Cogswell
Bill & Paula Cordes
Debra Edson
Anonymous
Steve & Ann Fisher
Bob Giles
Carol & Bob Goff
C. Joanne Grabinski
Jeanne & Michael Haynes
Gail & Robert Hetler
Chip & Shirley Hoagland
Jim & Diana Huckle
Michael & Joanie Jackson
Paul & Carol La Porte
Rorie Lewis
Janice & Michael London
Kathy Magliochetti
Larry Mawby & Lois Bahle
John & Mary Melvin
Richard & Diana Milock
Anne Montgomery
Dawn & Kean Oh
Linda & Max Proffitt
Peter Romeo & Chris Varner
Marc & Tracy Schwimmer
Vicki Stanton
Barbara Stark-Nemon
Sera & Rick Thompson
Stephen Tomlinson &  
Pam Fletcher
Herm Triezenberg
Magmus Tool & Die Co.
Kent & Nancy Walton
In honor of  Helen Walton

West Shore Bank
Karen & Jack Williams
Angie & Ed Witkowski

PULITZER CLUB 
$250 - $999
Charlene Abernethy
Nathanael Adamson
Carol Adler
In honor of  Keith Adler
Paul & Judy Arnold
Alison Arthur
Jeanne Ascione
Laura Asiala
Stephen Bahlke
Diana & Jeff Baribeau
Alfred & Joan Bonney
Linda Butka &  
Bryan Olshove
Jennifer & Stan Carroll
Jill & Richard Claybour
Bob & Suzy Cline
Molly & Steve Cline
Camille Colatosti
Steve & Sheri Constantin
Jeanne Corey & Paul Vezina
James & Margaret Costello
Casey & Dana Cowell
Nancy Davy
Chris Dennos
Nancy Duke
Michael & Brenda Earl
Bob Eichenlaub & Becky Ewing
Gary Faria & Patricia Mallon
Renee & Don Fedrigon
Richard & Lin Foa
Dina Foster
Phyllis Foster
Chris & Jen Gerling
Steve & Pam Grace
Brad Graft
Pat Green
Adam Hammer
In honor of  David Bump
Sara Harding
Marie & Doug Holem
Pam & Steve Horne
Jean & William Howard
Bette Jackson
Lola Jackson &  
Dilys Tosteson Garcia

Special thanks to our 
Summer Gala Hosts

2021
West Shore Bank
Aurora Cellars

2020
Virtual gala with Susan 
Goldberg editor of  
National Geographic

2019
Mission Table Restaurant 
with Hosts Terry &  
Wayne Lobdell

2018
Olivia & Marty Lagina

2017
Dana & Casey Cowell

2016
Brenda & Ross Biederman
Susie & Bill Janis
Susie & Bob Kuras
Diana & Richard Milock

2015
Anne & Robert Tucker

THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

THANKS FOR CONTINUING THE CONVERSATION IN 2022! Paul & Laura Jacobson
Bill & Susie Janis
Jill & Jerome Jelinek
Ruthanne Kladder
Sharon & Jerry Knoppow
Judith & Charles Kraus
Suzanne & Jim Lamond
Mary Landry
Jack Lane
Harold & Pamela Lassers
Wayne & Terry Lobdell
Mark & Karen Lundmark
Gladys & Tom Maguire
Terry Malone
Meredith McComb
Nancy Mcguire
Jay & Sue Meldrum
George & Eleanor Miller
Betsy Moore & Jay Wood
Richard & Jami Moore
Benson & Bette Munger
David Murphy &  
Suzanne Peters
Susan Nehra
Teresa Olson
In honor of Gary Olson
Mary Oosterhouse
Grant & Paulette Parsons
Tina Piotrowski
Beedy Ritchie &  
Bruce Neiner
Bruce & Joyce Rogers
Pug Rundio
Christine Schneider
Jack Segal & Karen Puschel
Bill Smith & Donna Weitz
Jack Snow
Gretchen & Bill Soutear
Bonnie Stanton
Doug & Anne Stanton 
In honor of David Bump
David & Karin Summers
June Thaden
Susan Thomas
Ron & Liz Tousain
Dennis & Kathy Turner
Doug Verellen
Jill & Tim Vollbrecht
Patricia & Ken Warner
Ben & Erin Whiting
Larry & Patricia Widmayer
Joan Williams

Bonnie Willings
Betsy & Richard Wilson
Ken Winter
Alice Wolfe
Colleen & Mick Zanotti

QUILL DONORS
$125 - $249
David & Jacqueline Amos
Valerie Atkin
Marilyn & Walter Baird
Judy & Bruce Balas
Linda Barry
Polly Basile
Patricia Bauer
Pat Bazley
Carole & Dennis Becker
Trish Brauninger
Kenneth Burger & Jean Ashby
Susan & Charles Cady
Anonymous
Cheryl Cardelli
Sandra & Bill Cartwright
Judith Case
Betty Cash
Valerie Church-McHugh
Bob & Cindy Clement
Corine Cochran
Elodie Crawford
Barbara & Hugh Culton
Beverly Cuthbert
Barb & John Dancer
Catherine Davidson
John DeSpelder
Mike & Tekla Dettmer
Diane Donley
Gail Drayton
Sally & Donald Dunlop
Mark Elliott &  
Heather Kingham
Lee Ann Elston
Linda Farrell
Jillian Foerster
Julia Freiburger
Rondi & Carlton Fry
Tim Garvey
Lisa Genesen & David Tabolt
Deborah & Robert Gilbert
Michael Greer
Helen Grove &  
Theodore Wagenaar
Jep & Mary Gruman

Tom & Victoria Gutowski
Marcia & Jim Harris
Cynthia Hayes
Teri Hedrich & Alfred Stachel
Joyce Hennessee
Sharon & George Hermach
Debbie & Bill Hershey
Renae Hesselink
Michele & Scott Howard
Karen Howie
Cindy & LaVail Hull
John & Kathleen Jahoda
Deborah Johnson
Peg & Dan Jonkhoff
Annelle Kaspor &  
Joseph Jonika
Rosie & Tom Kern
Jane Kirschke
Sara & Karl Klockars
Mary Kropp
Karen Kuehlhorn
Amy Kust
Deb Lake
Lynn Larson & Paul Christ
Maryln & Gordon Lawrence
Michael Lehnert & Denise Pelt
Jeanne Lewellen
Laurie & Dan Lisuk
Greg & Stephanie Luyt
Eleanor Lynn
Patricia Mack
Laurie & Paul Madison
Anne Magoun
Sue & Gregg McDonald
Catherine McMahon
Susan Michener
Jayne Mohr & Calvin Karr
Cindy & James Monroe
Kristin & Bruce Moore
Mary Beth & Hugh Morrison
Bonnie Nescot & Timothy Barr
Alan Newton &  
Constanza Hazelwood
Betsy & Dave Olson
Sharon & Patrick Oriel
Barbara Papazian
Rob & Diane Parsons
Mary Peters
Doris Pierson
Nancy Potter
Anne Marie Raftshol &  
Michael Emery
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THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! THANK YOU! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
Megan Raphael
Bill Rastetter & Cary Weed
Bob & Kathryn Reidy
Paula Richardson
Bernard & Kathryn Riker
Michael Rodenberg
Jean Sarasin
Sharon Scranton
JR Seeger
Sandy Seppala Gyr
Heather Shaw
Susan Shimmons
Bonnie Smith
Isiah & Marlene Smith
Robbin & Bill Stott
Tom Streasick
Ryan & Jessica Sullivan
Sara & David Taft
Louise Taylor
Dorothy Thompson
Margaret Tipsword
Jocelyn Trepte
Kathy Tuckerman
Sandra Umstead
Karen Viskochil
Christine & Richard Walter
Jane & Price Watts
Cindy & Doug Weaver
Marsha Wheaton
Jan & Daniel Zolik

FRIENDS
$50 - $125
Glen Ackerman
Elaine Aldrete
Josephine Arrowood-Ross
Barbara & Joseph Backus
Christie & John Bacon
Sharon Bacon
Michaeline Barnhart
Deena Barshney
Judy Battle
Jan Bauer
Becky Beach
Jeff & Terry Beamsley
Jane Becker
Katherine Belanger
Trine Bennett
Marilyn Berry
Linda & Mike Birtles
Judith Bosma
Arlene Brodsky

Jim & Candy Brody
Irene Brown
Michael Brown
Michael Budros
Susan Burks
Kelly & Robert Busley
Bob Butz & Nancy Flowers
Vicki Carpenter &  
Phil Downs
Terry Carrithers 
In honor of Grant Carrithers
Terry Carrithers
Janice & Peter Chambers
Karen Chase
Rita Cheyne
Beverly Christensen
Dorothy & Robert Clore
Marilyn Cobb
Marylou & Don Coe
Pat Conzelman
Susan Coppa
Lane Corbin
Kathy Cornillie
Donald Dahlstrom
Martha Daniel
Kathy & John Daniels
Carol & Peter Danly
Katherine DeGood
Michael & Annie DeVries
Linda Diekman
Carole Dills
Deborah Disch
Linda Dunigan
Karen Eckhardt
Karen Edgley
Barbara Eschner
Margaret Fako &  
Michael Slawnik
Deb & Neal Fellows
James Ferro
Ellen Flegenheimer-Riggle
Sallie Foley
Nancy Fraser
Jerry & Sherri Freels
Beth Freeman
Susan Fritz
Jackie Fry
Charlie Gano
Martha Garber
Andrew & Jo Anne Gerben
In honor of Christopher Gerben
Juliana Gill

Richard Glosenger
Claudia Glynn
Sally Grady
Christine & Michael Gravlin
Kathryn Gray
Jack & Debi Gurney
Pat Haber
Douglas Haberland
Rick & Carol Hackbarth
Sondra Hardy
James Haslinger
Lisa Hawkins
Jane Hayes
Tom Hazelton &  
Cynthia Brzak
Jelan Heidelberg
Emunah Herzog
Lisa Hissong
Meegan Holland
Susan & Michael Hornby
Brian & Vicki Howard
Rebecca Howey
Susan & Bruce Idema
Kay & David Ingraham
Cynthia Ivy
Karin Jacobson &  
Robert Seeman
Rene Jacobson
Michele Jacques
Patricia Janizek
Joyce Jasinski
Karen Jennings
Betsy & Jay Johnson
Sue & Charles Judson
Jill Karp
Gloria Katz
Donna Kelly
Sue Kensington
Susan & Jeff Kessler
Andrea Ketchum
Karin Killian
David Kirby & Martha Topol
Valerie Kirn-Duensing
Missy Knebel
Leijhi Koval
David Kronman
Susan Labelle
Suzanne Landes
Gail Lange
Gail Lanphear
Nancy Lassen
Nancy Leas

Marcia Lee
Kirsten Lietz
Laurie & Dan Lisuk
In honor of Battle of the Books
Margaret Littin
Jean & Don Livingston
Cathy Look
Joanne Lucas-Lachney
Nancy Ludwa
Denny & Deb Malone
Kevin & Susan Malone
Scott Mandel
Karen Manthei
Marty Mater
Bonnie Mathias
Pat McGhan
Lynda McKinnon
Sherry McNamara
Ann McPhail
Kathy Mead
Carolyn Micklatcher
Peggy Miller
Marcia Monks
Donna Moore
Margaret Morse
Linda & Chuck Mueller
William & Cathleen Murgan
Kathrn Myers
Cheryl & Richard Naperala
Donna & Gary Nelson
Timothy Nelson &  
Nancy Johnson
Network for Good
Amy Newberg
Deborah Nickerson
Carolyn Nightingale
Ann Norman
Agnes Ochs
Cynthia & Scott Paradise
Michel Pasquier
Cheryl Pavkovich
Paypal
Judith & Bob Pelto
In honor of Marlowe Bonner
Judith & Bob Pelto
Kathleen Peterson
Nancy Peterson
Mary Pickett
Ellen Piligian
Ellen Pisor
Jane Purkis
Celeste Rabaut
Beth Raddatz

Etta Rajkovich
Jan Reed
Judith Reich
Constance Reinhard
Phyllis Relyea
Maria Reynolds
Alice Rhyner
Yasmin Richmond &  
Ruth Hoppe
Bob Robbins
Jon & Elizabeth Roth
Fred Sang
Sara Satkowiak
Jennifer Schell
Ed & Amy Schindler
Karen Schmidt
Ann Schwandt
Donald Seman
Elaine & Tony Semanik
Laura Seymore
Amy Six-King
Barb Skurdall
Charlotte Slater
William & Mary Smith
Linda Smith Bell
Sue & Jon Snow
Barb Solomonson &  
Jan Doran
Gordy & Julie Sovereign
Linda & Chad Spawr
Susan St. Pierre
Rita & William Stanton
Linda Stephan
Jill Stiltner
Ruth & Bob Stow
Donna Stowe
Deborah Strand
Mary Strong

Joan Sullivan
Evy Sussman
Sue Swain
Mike & Cindy Swift
Rachel Taylor
Roberta Teahen
Lisa Thauvette &  
Brian Thelen
William Thauvette
Joanne Thomas
Sara Thompson
Traverse Bay Children’s  
Advocacy
Lesley Tye
Margaret Valade
Elizabeth & Beau Vallance
Catherine Valovick
Kathy Vance
Roberta Vanderbreggen
Norm Veliquette
Pam Vredevoogd
Candice & Dick Wallace
Mary Kay Walsh
Kent & Nancy Walton
Janet Ward
Jan Warren
Jane Warriner
Carolyn Washburn
Kathleen Weller
Joe & Glenda Wierzbicki
Kathleen Wight
Elizabeth Williams
Ruth Winter & Tom Thibault
Don Wolman
Valerie Wright
Judith Wurges
Mary Lou Zaloudek
Ellen Zienert 

For a complete list of 
NWS SUPPORTERS 
please visit the NWS website:

NationalWritersSeries.org

THANK YOU 
WE ARE SO GRATEFUL!
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CELEBRATING 12 YEARS OF GREAT CONVERSATIONS

1

3

6

8

4

7

9

5

2

1       Jillian Manning introduces NWS's first live event of 2021
2       John U. Bacon lights up the stage 
3-4    Scenes from John U. Bacon's event and signing  
5-7    Scenes from the Afghanistan Panel 
8-9    Author Angeline Boulley and Holly T. Bird in conversation
10     Participants pick up their 2021-22 Battle of the Books titles

10

is about so much more
than low prices.

We invite you to come 
experience real value!
Today’s furniture the 
way YOU imagined it.


