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WELCOME TO THE NWS 2021 VIRTUAL AUTHOR SEASON

t's hard to believe it's been three
I months since | started here at
the National Writers Series.
The days have been a whirlwind
of authors and writing classes and
connecting with the incredible
literary community here in Traverse
City. I'm so happy to have immersed
myself with a group of people who
love books just as much as | do.
Thank you for helping me feel at

home in this new role.

It's even harder to believe more

than a year has passed since NWS
switched to virtual events in the face
of COVID-19. The love of great books
and great conversations brought our
community together over the past 14
months, and we're grateful not only
to the talented authors who have
shared their writing and wisdom with
us, but also to the people of Traverse
City and beyond who have shown
their support for our work.

Because of our incredible NWS
friends and sponsors, we were able to
hold a record-breaking Battle of the
Books via Zoom in March, continue
our poetry workshops, graduate a
new class of Front Street Writers, and
provide four $1,000 scholarships to
bright students headed to college to
pursue writing careers. And through
it all, we've hosted nearly 30 authors
on the virtual stage.

I'd also like to say a special thank-
you to the NWS staff and board.

Your dedication, hard work, and
creativity are true blessings to this
organization. And to our volunteers...
we can't wait to see you again!

We sincerely wish we were back at
our beloved City Opera House full

time this summer, and we are making
every effort to return safely for many
events this fall. When we booked our
summer authors, it was not yet time
to consider in-person events, though
those are now on the horizon. While
we miss seeing our NWS family in
person, we've also been loving our
virtual events...and it seems like you
have too!

Even when we're back in person,
we'll keep a virtual option available
for our audience. We want to
continue to make our events
accessible for folks all over the
country and sometimes even the
world. (Perhaps one day we'll be
the International Writers Series!)

| can't tell you how excited | am for
this summer line-up, which brings in
new voices, a few NWS alums, and an
array of books that speak to all kinds
of readers and writers. | hope you
enjoy the six events we have planned
for this summer, and we look forward
to seeing you on Zoom or in person
one day soon.

Cheers,

JILLIAN
MANNING

Executive
Director

National
Writers Series

29

AUTHORS HAVE
SPOKEN FROM
THE VIRTUAL STAGE

38

STATES WHERE
VIEWERS HAVE
TUNED IN FROM

NWS PODCAST
LISTENS
PER MONTH

+ REGISTRATIONS
PER NWS EVENT

OUR MISSION

The National Writers
Series of Traverse City
is a nonprofit
organization dedicated
to holding great
conversations with
today’s best authors
and building the
reading & writing
skills of youth.




WELCOME TO THE NWS 2021 VIRTUAL AUTHOR SEASON

Welcome to the story.

Which story? you ask. Your story, our
story, the stories guest authors bring
with them when they come to the
National Writers Series. Who are we?
Where are we? | think of Henry David
Thoreau’s 1848 essay “Ktaadn.”

The first time | read it, | felt, as Emily
Dickinson said one would feel in the
presence of a poem, that the top of the
head had been taken off, not of course
in any permanent way, so to speak,

but the way that Art can do —to stun,
amaze, change, delight, entertain.

Here's Thoreau:
"On the 31st of August, 1846, | left
Concord in Massachusetts for Bangor

and the backwoods of Maine, by way
of the railroad and steamboat... |
proposed to make excursions to
Mount Ktaadn, the second highest
mountain in New England..”

He goes on for several exhilarating
pages, passing through a “wild”
place of "wind, rocks & trees,” until
finally, he writes—and this is the part,
because it seems so surprising,
electric, inevitable—coming out of
nowhere:

"What is it to be admitted to a
museum, to see a myriad of particular
things, compared with being shown
some star's surface, some hard
matter in its home! | stand in awe of

my body, this matter to which | am

Leslie Lee Nonfiction Award

BROOKE ESSENBERG

bound has become so strange to me.
| fear not spirits, ghosts, of which |
am one,—that my body might,—but |
fear bodies, | tremble to meet them.
What is this Titan that has possession
of me? Talk of mysteries! Think of
our life in nature,—daily to be shown
matter, to come in contact with it,—
rocks, trees, wind on our cheeks!

the solid earth! the actual world! the
common sense! Contact! Contact!
Who are we? Where are we?"

These seem like good questions.

Questions that novels and nonfiction
books and young adult novels and
graphic novels and the conversations
we have onstage at NWS try to
answer. Journeys up and down the

X

mountain. As we gather and talk
about the story at hand.

We're so glad you're here. Thanks for
sticking with us through this past year.
We need each other. Need the stories,
the ones that say, Here we are.

DOUG

STANTON
Co-founder

National
Writers Series

Kudos to the 2021 NWS Scholarship Winners?

To read the winning entries, visit NationalWritersSeries.org

Robert & Marcy Branski Poetry Award
KALLIE CROUCH

g
Ellsworth Community Schools, Senior & .
For the Love of All Things Good and Holy Girl, Don’t
Squash the Squash L

b
L

Mancelona High School / Front Street Writers, Senior
Atlas Revisited

“My love for writing comes from the world around me,
and the beauty | see in the small details of the natural
world and the creatures that live within it.”

“Writing about the world, my thoughts, feelings and
experiences, just makes everything make more sense,
and I'm a fan of anything that makes life a little clearer.”

William R. Montgomery Fiction Award Judith Lang Journalism Award

SONJA DANIELS-MOEHLE

Homeschool, Junior

The Thrum

“To me, stories are an extraordinary part of our lives,
and finding and writing them down helps us under-
stand the world we all share.”

DEUCALION SHETLER

North Central Academy / Front Street Writers, Senior
America Divided

“I want to write stories that people can see themselves
in. | know | can show people that they are not alone
using my words.”

Thanks to all those who have so generously supported these scholarships! Heartfelt thanks, also, to our partner, the Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
and NWS Scholarship Coordinator Gina Thornbury of the Community Foundation. Thanks to those who gave so generously to our NWS college scholarship fund
awarded in partnership with the Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation: Leslie Lee, Marcy and Bob Branski, Anne Montgomery, and Judith Lang.



RAISING WRITERS

* GAAND TRAVERSE REGION

MAY YOUR JOURNEY BE EPIC

HONING THE SKILLS OF YOUNG,
PASSIONATE READERS AND WRITERS

The Writers Series uses proceeds from its author events
to help support its several Raising Writers programs

FRONT STREET WRITERS

ront Street Writers offers middle school and high school writers an award-
Fwinning program to hone their skills. From a semester-long creative
writing intensive to weekend workshops to free masterclasses with visiting
NWS authors, Front Street Writers encourages a lifelong love of writing for
northern Michigan students.

NWS LITERARY JOURNAL
ublished once a year, the NWS
Literary Journal highlights selected

student works from our creative writing

classes, poetry workshops, scholarship
competition, and more. Copies of the
journal are available in digital and print
format at NationalWritersSeries.org.

%@:’Q

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS

n partnership with the Grand Traverse =
Regional Community Foundation, '@ > @

NWS has awarded 38 students with = @

$56,000 in scholarship money.

The winning pieces are published in
the NWS Literary Journal each spring.

POETRY WORKSHOPS

Each year, we host poetry
workshops with Traverse Heights
and Blair elementary school fourth
and fifth graders. We believe in

the power of poetry to help young
people find their voices and express
themselves creatively.

Battle of the Books Champlonshlp Pre-Pandemic

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

aunched in 2016, Battle of the Books Grand Traverse is a free, book-based
I_trivia competition. Dozens of teams read books provided by NWS and then
compete before judges to show what they know. This program has become
wildly popular, filling up even in a virtual pandemic year with more than
350 students.

Battle of the Books is a huge endeavor, made possible with a partnership with
the Traverse Area District Library, dedicated volunteers, generous sponsors,
and the leadership of program coordinator Marcy Lindberg.

THE BATTLE
GOES ON!

hat a year for Battle of the

Books, Pandemic Edition!
More than 350 kids and 62
teams participated—a record
year!l—and it was so fun to see
all the costumes, cheers, and
secret hand signals the kids
had devised to make our Zoom
battles fun.

2021 broke another record
with our first ever Battle of
the Books co-champions:
Where the Wild Books Are
and Little Readers in the
Big Books! These two teams
achieved a tie score after
completing the Battle of the
Books finale and two rounds
of tie breaker questions. They
were amazing!

Extra cheers to the Battle of
the Books planning committee
and judges—Marcy Lindberg,
Megan Shapiro, Tracy Coe,
Judy Arnold, Dawn Oh, Sera
Thompson, Rorie Lewis, Martha Topol and Andy Schuck—who made all of this
possible, especially in this pandemic year. Here's to great books!

IT'S ATIE! The 2021 Battle of the Books champion-
ship teams are Where the Wild Books Are (top) &
Little Readers in the Big Books.



JUNE 10, 7PM e $12 VIRTUAL TICKETED EVENT

ROBIN WALL
KIMMERER

“| give daily thanks for Robin
Wall Kimmerer for being a font of
endless knowledge, both mental
and spiritual.”

~ Richard Powers, New York Times

s a botanist,

Robin Wall
Kimmerer
has been
trained to ask
questions of
nature with the
tools of science.
As a member of
the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, she
embraces the notion that plants and
animals are our oldest teachers. In
Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous
Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and
the Teachings of Plants, Kimmerer

Ahyma of fove o the warld

ELIZARETH GILRERT

BRAIDING

SWEETGRASS

Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge,

and the Teachings of Plants

ROBIN WALL KIMMERER

brings these two lenses of knowledge
together to take us on "“a journey that
is every bit as mythic as it is scientific,
as sacred as it is historical, as clever
as it is wise” (Elizabeth Gilbert).

JUNE 24, 7PM < FREE Virtual Event ($10 donation suggested)

EMILY HENRY

“Emily Henry's new book is the
perfect getaway: a heartfelt, funny,
tender escape that you wish could
last forever.”

~ Jodi Picoult, bestselling author

mily Henry,
New
York Times
bestselling
author
of Beach
Read, offers
a sparkling
new novel perfect
for summertime in Traverse City.
Named a Most Anticipated Book
of 2021 by Newsweek, Oprah
Magazine, Marie Claire, Parade, Good
Housekeeping, and more, People
We Meet on Vacation will leave you
with the warm, hazy afterglow usually
reserved for the best vacations.

EMILY HENRY

EOPLE \VE _-
M[[T ON
vAcAT ION

Poppy and Alex. Alex and Poppy.
They have nothing in common. She's
a wild child; he wears khakis. She
has insatiable wanderlust; he prefers
to stay home with a book. And
somehow, ever since a fateful

Braiding Sweetgrass weaves
together a central argument: that
the awakening of a wider ecological
consciousness requires the
acknowledgment and celebration
of our reciprocal relationship with
the rest of the living world.

This special ticketed event is pre-
sented in partnership with For Love
of Water (FLOW), a nonprofit
dedicated to protecting and
preserving the Great Lakes. Half of
the proceeds from our ticket sales will
go to FLOW to support their mission.

Welcome to Chairman David M.
Arroyo of the Grand Traverse Band of
Ottawa and Chippewa Indians for a
blessing at the beginning of our event,
and the Botanic Garden at Historic
Barns Park as a community partner.

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY

Event Sponsor:
GRAND TRAVERSE REGIONAL
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Guest Host
MATTHEW L.M.
FLETCHER

Fletcheris
Foundation
Professor of Law
at Michigan State
University College of

Law and Director of the Indigenous
Law and Policy Center.

He is a frequent instructor at the
Pre-Law Summer Institute for
American Indian students. He sits as
the Chief Justice of the Poarch Band
of Creek Indians Supreme Court and
also sits as an appellate judge for
nine other tribes. He is a member of
the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa
and Chippewa Indians.

Grantors: MICHIGAN HUMANITIES

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR
THE HUMANITIES

This event is made possible in part by a grant from the Michigan Humanities, an affiliate
of the National Endowment for the Humanities.

car share home from college many
years ago, they are the very best of
friends. For most of the year they live
far apart—she’s in New York City, and
he's in their small hometown—but
every summer, for a decade, they
have taken one glorious week of
vacation together.

Until two years ago, when they
ruined everything. They haven't
spoken since.

Poppy has everything she should
want, but she’s stuck in a rut. When
someone asks when she was last
truly happy, she knows, without a
doubt, it was on that ill-fated, final
trip with Alex. And so, she decides
to convince her best friend to take
one more vacation together—lay
everything on the table, make it all
right. Miraculously, he agrees. Now
she has a week to fix everything.

We are pleased to welcome
Creative Coast, an initiative
powered by Traverse Connect,
as the Community Partner.

Guest Host
BRITTANY
CAVALLARO

Cavallaro is the
New York Times
bestselling
author of the
Charlotte Holmes

novels and Muse. With Emily Henry,
she is the author of Hello Girls.

A recipient of a National Endowment
for the Arts fellowship, she received
her MFA in creative writing from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison

and her PhD in English literature
from the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. Currently, she teaches
creative writing at the Interlochen
Arts Academy in Michigan.

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Event Sponsor:
CHERRY REPUBLIC

Literary Sponsor:

SHAWN SCHMIDT SMITH -
Coldwell Banker Schmidt
Realtors



THROUGH THE YEARS: A LOOK BACK AT SOME MEMORABLE EVENTS
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National Writers Series e
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Jen Sincerc; & enthusiastic fans: 2018

Lisa Scottoline & Scholarship winners 2019

JULY 8, 7PM e FREE Virtual Event ($10 donation suggested)

DAX-DEVLON
ROSS

“(A) deeply intimate and often
searing account... It's a must read
coming-of-age story for our times.”

~ Elsa Walsh, journalist & bestselling author

ax-Devlon

Ross has led A%
a career as an
educator,
non-profit
executive,
equity consultant,
and journalist.
After receiving his J.D. from George
Washington University, he joined
New York City Teaching Fellows. He
is the founding Executive Director
of After-School All-Stars in New York
and New Jersey, and was the winner
of the National Association of Black
Journalists’ Investigative Reporting
Award. Currently he is a fellow at
Type Media Center.

In his latest book, Letters to My
White Male Friends, Ross speaks
directly to the millions of people
who are suddenly awakening to the
ways racism warps us all. Ross helps
readers understand what it meant to
be America’s first generation raised
after the civil rights era. He explains
how we were all educated with
colorblind narratives and symbols that
typically, albeit implicitly, privileged
whiteness and denigrated Blackness.
He provides the context and color of
his own experiences in white schools
so that readers can revisit moments
in their lives where racism was in the
room even when they didn't see it
enter. Ross shows how learning to
see the harm that racism did to him,
and forgiving himself, gave him the
empathy to see the harm it does to
white people as well.

Ultimately, Ross offers direction

so that we can take just action in
the workplace, community, family,
and, most importantly, in ourselves,

LETTERS
RC) VI
WHITE
MALE

FRIENDS

DAX-DEVLON ROSS

especially in the future when race is
no longer in the spotlight.

This event is presented in partnership
with Northern Michigan E3, an
antiracism taskforce that seeks to
educate, elevate, and engage.

Guest Host
COURTNEY
WIGGINS
Wiggins is a
community
organizer,
healer,

and founding
councilmember of Northern
Michigan E3: Educate, Elevate, and
Engage. They are actively working
to eradicate racism and build a
regional movement toward racial
justice and collective liberation
through education, elevation, and
engagement that is BIPOC-led and
BIPOC-centered. In addition to racial
justice work, Courtney is a certified
vibrational sound therapist, herbal
tea maker and parent to a wonderful
nearly ten-year-old. (BIPOC - Black,
Indigenous, and People of Color)

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Literary Sponsor:
RARE BIRD BREWPUB



JULY 22, 7PM e FREE Virtual Event ($10 donation suggested)

MEGAN
MIRANDA

“Agatha Christie fans will welcome
this 21st-century update on the
classic golden age village mystery.”

~ Publishers Weekly

M egan Miranda
is the New
York Times
bestselling

author of All

the Missing

Girls, The Perfect
Stranger, The Last
House Guest, a Reese

Witherspoon Book Club pick, and
The Girl from Widow Hills. Miranda
returns to the virtual stage with the
National Writers Series after hosting
our 2020 event with Ruth Ware.
Such a Quiet Place is her riveting
new suspense novel about a
mysterious murder in an idyllic and
close-knit neighborhood.

Hollow's Edge used to be a quiet
place. A private and peaceful
neighborhood where neighbors
dropped in on neighbors, celebrated
graduation and holiday parties
together, and looked out for one
another.

But then came the murder of
Brandon and Fiona Truett. A year
and a half later, Hollow's Edge

is simmering. The residents are
trapped, unable to sell their homes,
confronted daily by the empty Truett
house, and suffocated by their trial
testimonies that implicated one of
their own, Ruby Fletcher. And now,
Ruby’s back.

Pulsating with suspense and with
the shocking twists that are Megan
Miranda’s trademark, Such a Quiet
Place is her best novel yet—a twisty
locked-box thriller that will keep you
turning pages late into the night.

SUCH
AQUIET
PLAGE

MEGAN
MIRANDA

ITHOR OF THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

THE LAST HOUSE GUEST

Guest Host
RILEY SAGER
Sager is the
pseudonym

of a former
journalist,

editor, and
graphic designer.

Riley's first novel, Final Girls, was a
national and international bestseller
that has been published in more than
two dozen countries and won the
ITW Thriller Award for Best Hardcover
Novel. Sager's subsequent novels
The Last Time I Lied, Lock Every

Door, and Home Before Dark, which
received the Crimson Scribe Award
by Suspense Magazine, were New
York Times bestsellers. Survive the
Night (2021) is Riley's fifth thriller.

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY

Literary Sponsor:
CORNERSTONE ARCHITECTS

RAISING THE LITERARY BAR SINCE 2010

e NWS broadcasts author events e Sixty-two teams engaged

in a creative and fun Battle of
the Books this year. This year
355 students were quizzed on

on IPR, Community Access
Television, YouTube, and makes
them available to public radio

stations around the country. nine books.
The NWS virtual events are
available on our website. e Each spring, we've hosted

poetry workshops at Traverse
Heights and Blair Elementary
schools. This year, the poetry
workshops were held virtually.

® More than 69,000 people have
attended events since we started.

e Awarded $56,000 in scholar-

ships to 38 collegebound e NWS creates and promotes
youth creative writing classes
in partnership with Northwestern
Michigan College.

students.

e We've hosted more than 180
authors for onstage conversa-
tions over the past 10 years. e Each spring, we publish the

annual National Writers Series

Literary Journal, which includes

student writing from Front Street

Writers, poetry workshops, and

NMC creative writing classes.

¢ Our Raising Writers programs
offer creative writing oppor-
tunities that engage kids from
ages 9-18 throughout northern
Michigan.

KUDOS

"I had a most wonderful experience
speaking virtually at the NWS—this is
a passionate organization that cares

deeply about the arts. As a writer, |
couldn't be more grateful that the
NWS exists."

~ Imbolo Mbue, How Beautiful We Were

“Traverse City wrung my tired soul out.
| got a chance to spend some time with
the young writers of tomorrow, part of
the National Writers Series, and then

| read in the magnificent old Opera
House. All the ghosts of the past and
the voices of the future in one very
special place.”

~ Colum McCann, TransAtlantic



AUGUST 5, 7PM e FREE Virtual Event ($10 donation suggested)

SUSIE YANG

“Memorable... compelling... heart-
wrenching... a welcome addition to
the literature on immigration told by
an author who understands the issue

like few others.” ) .
~ Kirkus Reviews

N amed one
of the Best
Books of 2020
by USA Today
and longlisted
for the Center
for Fiction's First
Novel Prize, Susie
Yang's New York Times

bestselling novel and Read with Jenna
Today Show Book Club Pick, White
lvy, is filled with surprising twists and a
nuanced exploration of class and race.

lvy Lin is a thief and a liar—but you'd
never know it by looking at her. Ivy’s

"NEW YORK TIMES BESTS

immigrant grandmother relies on
lvy's mild appearance for cover as
she teaches her granddaughter how
to pilfer items from yard sales and
second-hand shops. Thieving allows
lvy to accumulate the trappings of a

AUGUST 26, 7PM < CITY OPERA HOUSE ¢ WE'RE BACK!

JOHN U.BACON

NWS Friends, we are so excited to have
this event be our first in-person event
back at the City Opera House. A livestream
option will also be available. Rest assured
that virtually or in person, you will get to
enjoy John U. Bacon’s amazing new book!

hen John

U. Bacon
played for the
Ann Arbor
Huron High
School River
Rats, he never
scored a goal.
Yet somehow, years
later he found himself leading his
alma mater’s downtrodden program.
How bad? The team hadn’t won a
game in over a year, making them
the nation’s worst squad—a fact they
celebrated. With almost everyone

LET
THE
LEAD

- UNEXPECTED LESSONS
e "IN LEADERSHIP
gﬂum AMERICA’S WORST

.
B!
[

expecting more failure, Bacon made
it special to play for Huron by making
it hard, which inspired the players to
excel. Then he defied conventional
wisdom again by putting the players
in charge of team discipline, goal-

, ,Hl wnuﬂmmcxgy mm

suburban teen—and, most importantly,
to attract the attention of Gideon
Speyer, the golden boy of a wealthy
political family. But when lvy's mother
discovers her trespasses, punishment
is swift and lvy is sent to China, and
her dream instantly evaporates.

Years later, lvy has grown into a
poised yet restless young woman,
haunted by her conflicting feelings
about her upbringing and her
family. Back in the U.S., when lvy
bumps into Sylvia Speyer, Gideon's
sister, a reconnection with Gideon is
inevitable. But just as Ivy is about to
have everything she's ever wanted,
a ghost from her past resurfaces,
threatening the nearly perfect life
she's worked so hard to build.

Susie Yang was born in China and
came to the United States as a child.
After receiving her doctorate of
pharmacy from Rutgers, she launched
a tech startup in San Francisco that
has taught 20,000 people how to
code. She has lived across the United
States, Europe, and Asia.

setting, and even decision-making-
and it worked. In just three seasons
the River Rats bypassed 95-percent
of the nation’s teams.

A true story filled with unforgettable
characters, stories, and lessons that
apply to organizations everywhere,
Let Them Lead includes the leader’s
mistakes and the reactions of the
players, who have since achieved
great success as leaders themselves.
Let Them Lead is a fast-paced, feel-
good book that leaders of all kinds can
embrace to motivate their teams to
work harder, work together, and take
responsibility for their own success.

John U. Bacon has written for Time,
the New York Times, and ESPN
Magazine, among other publications,
earning national honors. He is the
author of several books on sports
and business, including Bo’s Lasting
Lessons (with Bo Schembechler),

a New York Times and Wall Street
Journal business bestseller. Bacon
teaches at the University of Michigan
and is a popular public speaker.

We are pleased to welcome The Good
Bowl as our community partner.

Guest Host
AARTI SHAHANI
Shahani is an
award-winning
NPR journalist
and best-selling
author. She is
creator and host of Art of Power (a
co-production with WBEZ), a weekly
podcast featuring fascinating people
who've done big things. Aarti’s first
book, Here We Are (an NWS book!),
chronicles her unlikely journey from
undocumented kid in Queens, New
York to national voice on the frontlines
of the most powerful industry on
earth. An Amazon bestseller, the
memoir has garnered critical acclaim.

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Event Sponsor:
Interlochen Public Radio

Please welcome Centre Ice Arena as
the Community Partner.

Guest Host
DOUG STANTON

Doug Stanton is a

#1 New York Times
bestselling author
and cofounder of the
National Writers Series.

Stanton is the author of In Harm’s Way
and Horse Soldiers. His writing has
appeared in Esquire, The New York
Times, TIME, the Washington Post,
and other national publications where
he has been a contributing editor.
Stanton attended Interlochen Arts
Academy, Hampshire College, and
received an MFA from the Writers’
Workshop at the University of lowa.
He lives in Michigan with his wife,
Anne, and their children.

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY
Literary Sponsors:

Grand Traverse Resort and Spa
WholeWorks, LLC



THANK YOU! WE COULDN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU
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Michigan Council for Arts & Cultural Affairs, Michigan
Humanities Council, National Endowment for the
Humanities and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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THANK YOU! WE COULDN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU

Special Thanks to our
Summer Gala Hosts
2021
Aurora Cellars

2020

Virtual Gala with Susan
Goldberg editor
National Geographic

2019

Mission Table Restaurant
with Hosts Terry &
Wayne Lobdell

2018
Olivia & Marty Lagina

2017
Dana & Casey Cowell

2016

Brenda & Ross Biederman
Susie & Bill Janis

Susie & Bob Kuras

Diana & Richard Milock

2015
Anne & Robert Tucker

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
$10,000/year for 3 years
Brenda & Ross Biederman
Aubrey Adelle Bliss

Rota & David Bump
Dana & Casey Cowell
Cameron & Dan Farley
Susie & Bill Janis

Diana & Richard Milock
Jon & Marissa Wege

Gifts Donated in the Last
Twelve Months to May 4,
2021

BESTSELLER LIST
$5,000 - $10,000
Daniel Edson

‘Ward & Mary Gillett
Jon & Sue Kinne
Anne & Robert Tucker

NATIONAL BOOK
AWARD

$1,000 - $4,999

Sam Abood

Jeanne Ascione

Lorraine & Mack Beers
Richard & Susan Bingham
Alfred & Joan Bonney
Bob & Marcy Branski
Clark & Karen Bunting
Leith & Gloria Butler
Tom & Pam Caldwell
Martha Campbell

Bob & Suzy Cline

Susan & Al Cogswell

Bill & Paula Cordes
Thom & Becky Darga
Michael & Brenda Earl
Debra Edson

Renee & Don Fedrigon
Anonymous

Steve & Ann Fisher
Phyllis Foster

Bob & Nancy Giles

Carol & Bob Goff
Jeanne & Michael Haynes
Gail & Robert Hetler
Chip & Shirley Hoagland

James & Diana Huckle
Lola Jackson & Dilys
Tosteson Garcia

Bill & Susie Janis

Angie Judge

Jamie & Paula Kemler
Paul & Carol Laporte
Harold & Pamela Lassers
Wayne & Terry Lobdell
Janice & Michael London
Kathy Magliochetti

John & Mary Melvin
Anonymous

Richard & Diana Milock
Anne Montgomery
Shirley & Dick Murray
Dawn & Kean Oh
Grant & Paulette Parsons
Linda & Max Profhitt
Peter & Chris Romeo
Paul Schmuckal &
Catherine Radu

Marc & Tracy Schwimmer
Jeanne & Jack Snow
Bonnie Stanton

Vicki Stanton

Barbara Stark-Nemon
Sera & Rick Thompson
Stephen Tomlinson &
Pam Fletcher

Kent & Nancy Walton
Karen & Jack Williams
Janet Wolf

PULITZER
CAN-DEMIC DONORS
$250 - 3999

Charlene Abernethy

Keith & Carol Adler
David & Jacqueline Amos
Gary & Mimi Appel
Dennis & Anne Arouca
Alison Arthur

Laura Asiala

Barbara & Joseph Backus
Stephen Bahlke

Thomas Barnes

Pat Bazley

Arleta Bernson

Ross & Brenda Biederman
Eric Blackhurst

David & Rota Bump
Linda Butka & Bryan Olshove
Bruce & Mary Byl

Susan & Charles Cady
Dick & Sue Campbell
Jennifer & Stan Carroll
Elsa Clark

Bob & Cindy Clement
Camille Colatosti

Steve & Sheri Constantin
Jeanne Corey & Paul Vezina
James & Margaret Costello
Saundra & Jack Crandall
Elodie Crawford

Marcia Curran

Rebecca D'Agostino &
David Faling

Catherine Davidson
Nancy & William Davy
Chris Dennos

Mike & Tekla Dettmer
Gail Drayton

Nancy Duke

Bob Eichenlaub &

Becky Ewing

Lee Ann Elston

Richard & Lin Foa
Mike & Mary Forness
Dina Foster
Anonymous
Christopher & Jennifer
Gerling

Kathleen Glynn

Steve & Pam Grace
Brad Graft

Grand Traverse Pie
Company

Pat Green

Jerrold Gretzinger &
Meg Staley

Jep & Mary Gruman
Kim Hagerty &
Antonio Simao
Elizabeth Hakola
Sondra Hardy

Thomas Hazelton &
Cynthia Brzak

Joyce Hennessee

Marie & Doug Holem
Pam & Steve Horne
Jean & William Howard
Michele Howard

Bette Jackson

Michael & Joanie Jackson
Jill & Jerome Jelinek
Susan & Jeff Kessler
Jane Kirschke

Ruthanne Kladder
George Kleiber &
Diane Dabich

Sharon & Jerry Knoppow
Susie & Bob Kuras
Suzanne & Jim Lamond
Leslie Lee

Marcia Lee

Rorie Lewis

Val Lincoln

Susan Lio

Laurie & Dan Lisuk
Mark & Karen Lundmark
Laurie & Paul Madison
Anne Magoun

Gladys & Tom Maguire
Terence Malone
Meredith McComb
William & Joan McCool
Susan McGarry
Catherine McMahon
Ann McPhail

Kathy Mead

Paula Menees

Cindy & James Monroe
Betsy Moore & Jay Wood
John Moore

Richard Moore

Benson & Bette Munger
David Murphy &
Suzanne Peters

Susan Nehra

Alan Newton

Mary Oosterhouse
Robert & Diane Parsons
Cheri Pero

Mary Peters

Tina Piotrowski
Michael Rodenberg
Bruce & Joyce Rogers
Pug Rundio

Bill & Madelyn Ryan
Christine Schneider
Patricia Schroth

Jack Segal & Karen Puschel
Sandy Seppala Gyr
Patricia Sharpnack

Sarah Shoemaker

Anne Marie &

William Shuyler

Winnie Simpson

Alton & Kathy Smith

Bill Smith & Donna Weitz
Bonnie Smith

Gretchen & Bill Soutear
Doug & Anne Stanton
Kathleen Steeves

David & Karin Summers
Louise Taylor

Roberta Teahen

June Thaden

Susan Thomas

Mary Kay Trippe

Kathy Tuckerman

Dennis & Kathy Turner
Judy & Michael Twigg
Catherine Upjohn

Jill Vollbrecht

William & Toni Wagoner
Candice & Dick Wallace
Christine & Richard Walter
Patricia & Ken Warner
Juanita & Noel Watson
Marsha Wheaton

Larry & Patricia Widmayer
Joan Williams

Bonnie Willings

Betsy & Richard Wilson
Ken Winter

Colleen & Mick Zanotti

QUILL DONORS
$101 - $249

Joanie Abbott

Peter & Bernadette Albers
Elaine Aldrete

Cathy Alterio
Catherine Anthony
Gregg Armstrong

Paul & Judy Arnold
Julie Avery

Sharon Bacon

Ellen & Thomas Baird
Marilyn & Walter Baird
Karen Baker

Judy & Bruce Balas
Diana & Jeff Baribeau
Linda Barry

Deena Barshney

Polly Basile

Patricia Bauer

Mary Belmonte

Mary Benedetto

Linda & Mike Birtles
Judith Bosma
Margaret Bossenbery
Julie Botsford

Trish Brauninger

Eric & Julia Braverman
Paul & Amanda Brink
Irene Brown

Connie Bruski

Gerilyn Burden
Kenneth Burger & Jean Ashby
Susan Buxton

Susan Cahn
Anonymous

Cheryl Cardelli

Vicki Carpenter &

Phil Downs

Sandra & Bill Cartwright
Judith Case

Rita Cheyne

Luba Childs

Valerie Church-McHugh
Jill & Richard Claybour
Dan & Linda Cline
Marilyn Cobb

Corine Cochran

Barbara & Thomas Cole
Lane Corbin

Karen Courson

Therese Cousins

Tanya Crosby

Barbara & Hugh Culton
Beverly Cuthbert
Donald Dahlstrom
Barbara Dancer

Kathy & John Daniels
Shannon DeBruyn

John DeSpelder

Dan & Lindy Dingeman
Diane Donley

Stephen & Carola Drosdeck
Sally & Donald Dunlop
Mary Jo Durivage

Sally & John Ellinger
Mark Elliott & Heather
Kingham

Barbara Eschner
Christine Esper

Mary Fairgrieve

Gary Faria & Patricia
Mallon

Linda Farrell

Deb & Neal Fellows
James Ferro

Ellen Flegenheimer-Riggle
Jillian Foerster

Sallie Foley

Barbara Franke

Susan Fritz

Martha Garber

Tim Garvey

Andrew & Jo Anne Gerben
Judy & Don Goodrich
Kathryn Gray

Richard Grout

Helen Grove &
Theodore Wagenaar
John & Victoria Gudritz
Janet Guidos

Harry & Joan Gurthet
Tom & Victoria Gutowski
Douglas Haberland
Carolyn Hahne

Michael & Mary Haley
Marietta Hamady

Perry Harmon &
Kristen Elliott

Marcia & Jim Harris
Carol & Keith Hartwell
Agnes Hayden

Cynthia Hayes

Jane Hayes

Teri Hedrich &

Alfred Stachel

Ann Hemming

Sharon & George Hermach
Mike & Sharon Herron
Debra & William Hershey
Renae Hesselink

Susan & Michael Hornby
Karen Howie

Cindy Hull

Lisa Huschke

Susan & Bruce Idema
Paul & Laura Jacobson
Deborah Johnson

Gloria Johnson

Sue & Charles Judson
Ed & Ann Kalat

Gloria Katz

Rosie & Tom Kern
Andrea Ketchum

Diana Ketola

Sandra Kilmer

David Kirby & Martha
Topol

Margaret Kirkby

Missy Knebel

Kathleen Kovas

Judith & Charles Kraus
Karen Kuehlhorn

Susan Labelle

Kathleen Lagerquist
Suzanne Landes

Mary Landry

Jack Lane

Maryln & Gordon
Lawrence

Candace Lee

Michael Lehnert &
Denise Pelt

Judy Levin

Jeanne Lewellen

Dency Lippert

Margaret Littin

Jean & Don Livingston
Eleanor Lynn

Lynne Lyons

Patricia Mack

Pamela Macpherson
Rebecca Mang &
Homer Nye

Theda Marinelli

Marty Mater

Sue & Gregg McDonald
Sherry McNamara
Kathy Meinschein
Lizbeth Messing

Susan Michener

Barbara Mick

Jayne Mohr & Calvin Karr
Scott & Kathy Monteith
Donna Moore

Candace Morse
Margaret Morse
Elizabeth Mostrom
Linda & Chuck Mueller
Michael & Terri Mulcahy
Karen Mulvahill
William & Cathleen
Murgan

Cheryl & Richard Naperala

Bonnie Nescot &
Timothy Barr

Susan Nichols

Kip & Janice Nickel
Wendy Nienhouse &
Steve Niergarth
Carolyn Nightingale
Betsy Olson

Sharon & Patrick Oriel
Linda Pannuto
Barbara Papazian
Nancy Parshall

Nancy Potter

Richard Prichs
Margaret Quinn
Celeste Rabaut

Beth Raddatz

Anne Marie Raftshol &
Michael Emery

Etta Rajkovich

Megan Raphael

Joan Rasmussen &
Morry Alter

Judith Reich

Bob & Kathryn Reidy
Don Reinhard

Phyllis Relyea

Maria Reynolds

Alice Rhyner

Paula Richardson
Yasmin Richmond &
Ruth Hoppe

Bernard & Kathryn Riker
Nora Robinson

Sheree Robinson

Mary Rodewig

Jon & Elizabeth Roth
Laura Sabo

Stephen Sanders

Jean Sarasin

Jennifer Schell

Ed & Amy Schindler
Donald Seman

Jackie & Seamus Shinners
Barbara Smith

Isiah & Marlene Smith
Sue & Jon Snow

Barb Solomonson &
Jan Doran

Kristen Staggs

Pegy Stanek

Robbin & Bill Stott
Terrie Taylor

The 40 year Old

Book Club

Joanne Thomas
Dorothy Thompson
Sara Thompson

Sarah Thompson

Ron & Liz Tousain
Jocelyn Trepte
Elizabeth & Beau Vallance
Catherine Valovick
Kathy Vance

Roberta Vanderbreggen
Liz VerSchure

Karen Viskochil

Pam Vredevoogd

Mary Kay Walsh



THANK YOU! WE COULDN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU

Janet Ward

Jan Warren

Jane Warriner

Cindy & Doug Weaver
Judith & Kennard Weaver
Dale & Tracey Westerman
Tonya Wildfong

Ruth Winter & Tom
Thibault

Carolyn Wolf

Gary & Jean Wolf

Alice Wolfe

Jesse & Molly Wolff
Jeffrey & Michelle
‘Wonacott

Valerie Wright

Judith Wurges

Ellen Zienert

Jan & Daniel Zolik

Barb Zupin

FRIENDS

$50 - $125

Glen Ackerman
Nathanael Adamson
Lil Adler Ostendorf
Mary Allender

Julie Alton

Peggy Anderson &

Ed Hargis

Joan Antle

Josephine Arrowood-Ross
Emilia Askari

Christie & John Bacon
Mary Bader

Diane & Michael Bair
Josephine Ballenger
Micha Bancroft
Michaeline Barnhart
Jan Bauer

Steven Baumgartner
Becky Beach

Jeff & Terry Beamsley
Danielle Beauvais
Carole & Dennis Becker
Jane Becker

Katherine Belanger
Trine Bennett

Alan Bersin

Tom Beukema

Marika BeVier

Ulrich & Janice Binkert
Ann Bird

Julie Blaney

Brooke Borgeson-Gray
Bette Bos

Marge Bossenbery
Ann Bowman

Kerry Boyd

Nicole Bradshaw
Ralph & Lori Brickman
Arlene Brodsky

Jim & Candy Brody
Debbie Brosten

Dick & Sue Brovont
Susan Brown

Kathy & Hans Bruehl
Susan Burks

Rhonda Busch

Kelly & Robert Busley
Bob Butz & Nancy
Flowers

Peggy Byland

Kevin Cain

Grant & Terry Carrithers
Lorraine Cash

Janice & Peter Chambers
Ross Childs

Beverly Christensen
Courtnee Clark

Kim Clarke

Jill & Richard Claybour
Jeri Cleverdon

Dorothy & Robert Clore
Marylou & Don Coe
Cathy Colburn

Beth Colton

Joseph & Deborah Conklin
Elizabeth Connelly
Diane & Dean Conners
Pat Conzelman

Judy Cooper

Susan Coppa

Nancy Cotcamp

Daniel Cotter

Michelle Courval &
George Kinney

Mary Crawford

Peter Damm

Carol Danly

Sonia daSilva

Jacqueline Davidson
Caroline DeGraaf
Kathryn Den Houter
Nancy & Dave Denison
Tom & Audrey DeVault
Michael & Annie DeVries
Joan Dewey

Maureen & Doug DeYoung
Linda Diekman
Deborah Disch

Tara Donahue

Connie Donovan

Sallie Donovan

Mary Ann Dulcich
Linda Dunigan

Barbara Duvall

Keira Duvernoy

Celia Ebert

Karen Eckhardt

Ronda Edwards-Barth
Marcia Endo

Elizabeth Erdmann
Jeanne Esch

Margaret Fako & Michael
Slawnik

Mary Jo Fifarek

Laura Fisher

Robin Fisher

Kevin Fitton

Joan Fitzgibbon

Ellen Fivenson
Maureen Fletcher

Susan & Dick Ford
George Foster &

Susan Gugel

Linda Frank

Nancy Fraser

Janis Frazee

Catherine Frazer

Beth Freeman

Julia Freiburger

Jean Frentz

Belinda Friis

Jackie Fry

Rondi & Carlton Fry
Carol Galvin-Flood
Charlie Gano

Bob Garvey

Janet Garvey

Lezlie Garvin

Lynn Geiger

Lisa Genesen

Roger Gerstle & Marjorie
Rich

Deborah & Robert Gilbert
David Giles

Juliana Gill

Amy Gillard

David & Leslie Ginsberg
Sharon Glenn

Richard Glosenger
Claudia Glynn

Lois Golightly

Rachel Goodstein
Joanne Grabinski
Pamela & David Grath
Christine & Michael Gravlin
Jill Greenfield

Michael Greer

Kathy Grinsteiner

Kay Gugala

Mark Gustafson
Kathleen Guy

Pat Haber

Juliet Hafford

Matt Hagen

Gloria Halligan

Diane Hamilton
Valarie Handy

Alice Hansen

Roger Hardnock

Mary & Phillip Harmeson
Judith Harnish

Susan & John Harrison
Alan Hartwick

Peggy Hasan

James Haslinger

Lisa Hawkins

Neil Hawkins

James Heffner

Jelan Heidelberg
Kristina Henke
Marguerite Hickman
Karen Hildebrandt
Walter Hoegy

John Hoffmann
Meegan Holland

Brian & Vicki Howard
Rebecca Howey
Barbara Hunter
Barbara Ide

Kay & David Ingraham
Cynthia Ivy

Katy Jackson

Karin Jacobson &
Robert Seeman
Michele Jacques

John & Kathleen Jahoda
Deyar Jamil

Patricia Janizek

Joyce Jasinski

Margo Jeanchild

Karen Jennings

Kallie Jensen

Mike Johns

Judy Jones

Margaret Jones

Susan Jones

Virginia Judge

Gail & Kevin Juett
Elisa Julien

Jill Karp

Annelle Kaspor &
Joseph Jonika

Deborah Kearns

Tim Keenan

Deborah Keller-Cohen
Katie Kellogg

Anne Kelly

Donna Kelly

Kathy & Clifford Kelto
Linda Kemper

John & Connie Kerns
Pat Kessel & Barb
Gordon-Kessel

Robert & Karen Kingon
Valerie Kirn-Duensing
Chris Kitzman

Brenda & Bob Knaack
Linda Koebert & Mike
Vickery

Elizabeth & Mike Kolarevic
Leijhi Koval

Ann Krantz

Barbara Kriigel
Gretchen Kronk

David Kronman

Mary Kropp

Connie Krusniak

John & Mary Lou Kuchn
Deb Kuhn

Amy Kust

Deb Lake

Cristine Lammers
Alison & Steve Lang
Carla Lange

Gail Lange

Lynn Larson & Paul Christ
Nancy Leas

Marty & Dave
Leavenworth

Colleen Lepper

Marcy & Jordan Lindberg
Anita Look

Cathy Look

Bill Lorne

Christopher Loud
Joanne Lucas-Lachney
Nancy Ludwa

Eleanor Luedtke
Stewart MacLeod

Kara Madion

Kathleen Maine
Denny & Debra Malone
Kevin & Susan Malone
Scott Mandel

Jillian & Craig Manning
Karen Manthei

Lucas Marquette
Natalie Martin

Teresa Mathews

Bonnie Mathias

Larry Mawby

Jan Maxbauer

Debbie May

Kathryn & Phillip May
Barbara McBride

Pat McGhan

Nancy Mcguire

Lynda McKinnon

Mark & Catherine
McPherson

Millie Mellgren

Jan & Dave Merrell
Judith Mesack
Catherine Meyer-Looze
Carolyn Micklatcher
Phillip Mikesell

Alice & Frank Miller
Chris & Donna Miller
Jim Milligan

Megan Miranda

Emily Mitchell

Marsha Mixer

Guy Molnar &

Matt McCormick
Malisa Monson

Jami Moore

Kristin Moore

Kay Moreau

Gloria Morkin

Karen Mountz

Tom Mountz

Nancy Muhlig
Margaret Murphy
Kathrn Myers

Sarah Naperala
Christine & Randy Nelson
Donna & Gary Nelson
Timothy Nelson & Nancy
Johnson

Kay Nemschoff
Network for Good
Amy Newberg

Robert Nichols
Kathleen Oconnell

Sue Olcott

Donna Olendorf

Lisa Oleson

Marjorie Oliver

Sarah Olson-Rosenbaum
Anne Marie & David
Oomen

Jared Oosterhart
Cynthia & Scott Paradise
Michel Pasquier
Maryellen Paull

Peter & Sarah Payette
Nate Payne

Judith & Bob Pelto
Huel Perkins

Linda Perry

Lyn & Gary Petty

John Pfluecke

Mary Pickett

Doris Pierson

Ellen Piligian

Dennis & Barbara Piskor
Ellen Pisor

Ann & Tom Post
Nancy Postorino Reeves
Julie Povolo

Jane Purkis

Kristen Rabe

Jo Radant

Mary Randall

Amy & William Ranger
Bill Rastetter & Cary Weed
Jan Reed

Pamela Reed

Constance Reinhard
Amanda Remai

Patricia Rice

Philip & Joan Richardson
Helene Rimer

Sue Ring

Bob Robbins

Michael & Libby Robold
Joanne Rochow

Jane Rodgers

Ellen Rosewall
Katherine Roth
Deborah Rough
Kathleen Rowley

Craig Ryan

Fred Sang

Sara Satkowiak

Susan Sawyer

Chris Schatte

Lucy Schoener

Janice Schuler

Ann Schwandt

Sharon Scranton

JR Seeger

Elaine & Tony Semanik
Laura Seymore
Heather Shaw

Angela Sheets

Karla Sherman

Susan Shimmons
Heather & Rick Shumaker
Peg Siciliano

Arjun Singh

Charlotte Slater

Laura Slaughter

Nancy Sloan

Ann & Mark Smith

Ed Smith & Mary Raz
Smith

Michelle Smith
Richard Smith

Susan & Terry Smith
William & Mary Smith
Linda Smith Bell

Ann Snyder

Kathleen Solotkin
Susan St. Pierre
Barbara Stamiris

Rita & William Stanton
Paul & Leslie
Starsoneck

Jane Stauffer

Patricia Stearns

Donna Stein

Ann Stephens

Lynn Stephenson

Jill Stiltner

Ruth & Bob Stow
Donna Stowe
Deborah Strand
Tom Streasick

Karen Strom

Joan Sullivan

Ryan Sullivan

Sue Swain

Ann Swaney

Mike & Cindy Swift
Sara & David Taft
Jim Tambling
Michael & Terry Tarnow
Rachel Taylor
Katherine Telma
Deborah Temperly
Barbara & Jim Tessmer
Lisa Thauvette &
Brian Thelen
William Thauvette
Margaret Tipsword
Geraldine Torno
Richard Tourre
Mary Treadway

Gail Trill

Mary & John Tris
Bethany Uhl

Sandra Umstead
Howard & Trish Van
Houten

Sid Van Slyke

Norm Veliquette
Doug Verellen

Steve & Linda Wade
Sylvia Walworth
Paula Ward

Carolyn Washburn
David Watt

Jane & Price Watts
Patricia Weber

Rose Wehrman
Karen Wells

John & Diane Wemlinger
Joanne Westphal
Norman & Mimi Wheeler
Richard & Rajkumari
Wiener

Steven & Margot
Wynkoop

Pam Yee

Olga Yiparaki

Mary lou Zaloudek

A complete list of NWS SUPPORTERS
can be found on the NWS website:

NationalWritersSeries.org

THANK YOU!
WE ARE SO
GRATEFUL!



P L R e

A few of the NWS authors on Zoom from the spring season. Clockwise from top left are Diane Rehm,
Alan Lightman, Imbolo Mbue, Chris Bohjalian, Rochelle Riley, and Mary Doria Russell. You can watch them -
and more - on our YouTube Channel. Subscribe while you're there so you don't miss another one!
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NATIONAL WRITERS SERIES

NationalWritersSeries.org

For more information about National Writers Series author events,
sponsorship opportunities, and partnerships please contact:

Jillian Manning, Executive Director
director@nwstc.org



