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NATIONAL WRITERS SERIES ANNOUNCES NEW SEASON OF GREAT 
STORIES AND GREAT CONVERSATIONS 
 
Seven-time #1 best-selling author HARLAN COBEN headlines new season.  
 
Four other major best-selling fiction authors complete a dramatic, humorous and thought-
provoking lineup that packs a literary punch. 
 
Stay tuned: A surprise sixth author appearance will be announced later this winter. 
 
Having hosted more than 70 nationally recognized and critically acclaimed authors, the NWS is known nationwide among 
readers, publishers and editors as one of America’s premier author event forums. New York Times Magazine columnist and 
author Chuck Klosterman said, “The National Writers Series is the best venue I’ve ever spoken at.”  Mega best-selling 
author Gillian Flynn said, “It’s one of my favorites.” And Nathaniel Philbrick, Pulitzer Prize-winner and best-selling author 
of In the Heart of the Sea (which will be released as a Ron Howard-directed motion picture thriller this spring) said, “The 
NWS at Traverse City has already become a remarkable institution. Not only do the organizers attract big crowds and sell a 
lot of books, as an author you’ll have an immense amount of fun.” 
 
Since it began in 2009, tens of thousands of readers from around the U.S. have attended NWS events. The acclaimed book 
festival’s sixth season features literary fiction, romance, page-turning thrillers, and historical fiction at its absolute best. It 
also features an exclusive offer to the NWS audience at one of the author’s events, and it is another author’s first stop on a 
major nationwide book tour.  
 
The season kicks off with a bang — with international best-selling medical thriller writer Tess Gerritsen on Jan. 20 — and 
a new way to buy tickets for the entire lineup. Ticket holders to the Jan. 20 event will have a chance to purchase up to two 
tickets to each event in the National Writers Series Winter/Spring and Summer seasons in advance of the general public. 
Tickets for the new season will be available for sale at the box office before and after Gerritsen’s appearance to ticket 
holders that evening only. 
 
Literary sensation Garth Stein will make a National Writers Series appearance on April 21. Stein’s The Art of Racing in 
the Rain spent more than three years on the New York Times best-seller list. His new book, A Sudden Light, is the work of a 
master storyteller at the height of his power. 

Debbie Macomber is scheduled to appear on May 7. Macomber writes about love, romance and relationships. Her novels 
have spent over 750 weeks on the New York Times best-seller list and have been made into Hallmark movies as well as the 
popular Cedar Cove TV series.  

Jeff Shaara, the critically acclaimed New York Times best-selling author of several historical fiction novels, will begin his 
national book tour in Traverse City and premiere his new novel, The Fateful Lightning, on June 2. This is the very first 
chance that any of Shaara’s millions of fans will get to see him in person this year on tour. 
  
Harlan Coben’s last seven novels have all debuted at #1 on the New York Times best-seller list. This master of suspense 
will make a National Writers Series appearance on July 9, during the 2015 National Cherry Festival, for his new book The 
Stranger. His 2001 novel Tell No One was made into the hit movie of the same name.   
 
Complete details about all of these authors and their National Writers Series events follow: 
 



Tuesday, Jan. 20 at 7 p.m. 
An Evening in Conversation with TESS GERRITSEN  
With guest host Kerrey Woughter, TCAPS educator and Front Street Writers codirector. 
 
EXCLUSIVE OFFER TO EVENT TICKET HOLDERS: Ticket holders to “An Evening in Conversation with Tess 
Gerritsen” will have a chance to purchase tickets to all events in the National Writers Series Winter/Spring and 
Summer seasons in advance of the general public. 

 
This previously announced event kicks off the National Writers Series Winter/Spring season. Ticket holders to “An 
Evening in Conversation with Tess Gerritsen” can purchase up to two tickets to each author appearance in the 
Winter/Spring and Summer seasons. It is an exclusive opportunity to purchase tickets for the new season in advance of the 
general public. 
  
Suspense writing royalty Stephen King says, "Gerritsen is an automatic must-read in my house; what Anne Rice is to 
vampires, Gerritsen is to the tale of medical suspense. She is better than Palmer, better than Cook... yes, even better than 
Crichton. If you've never read Gerritsen, figure in the price of electricity when you buy your first novel by her 'cause baby, 
you are going to be up all night." 

Gerritsen’s award-winning books have been Top 3 bestsellers in the United States and No. 1 bestsellers abroad, earning her 
acclaim from critics, book lovers, and fellow authors. Her first medical thriller, Harvest, debuted on the New York 
Times best-seller list. Her series of novels featuring homicide detective Jane Rizzoli and medical examiner Maura Isles 
inspired the TNT television series Rizzoli and Isles starring Angie Harmon and Sasha Alexander. 

Tuesday, April 21 at 7 p.m.  
An Evening in Conversation with GARTH STEIN 
With guest host to be announced 
 
Garth Stein is a best-selling author and Academy Award-winning filmmaker whose novel The Art of Racing in the 
Rain sold more than 4 million copies and spent more than three years on the New York Times best-seller list. He won 
an Academy Award in 1990 for his live action short film The Lunch Date.  
 
Before turning to writing full time, Garth Stein was a documentary filmmaker, directing, editing, and/or producing several 
award-winning films, including The Last Party, starring Robert Downey, Jr., in 1993 as well as The Lunch Date. 

Garth is cofounder of Seattle7Writers, a nonprofit organization dedicated to “energizing readers and writers and their 
communities by providing funding, programming, donations of free books to those in need, and generally inspiring 
enthusiasm for reading.”  

Stein is the author of the blockbuster bestseller, The Art of Racing in the Rain, which spent more than three years on the 
New York Times best-seller list. His new novel, A Sudden Light, is spellbinding and atmospheric.  Rich with 
unconventional characters, scenes of transcendent natural beauty, and unforgettable moments of emotional truth, A Sudden 
Light reflects Stein’s outsized capacity for empathy and keen understanding of human motivation. It is a triumphant work 
of a master storyteller at the height of his power. 

Thursday, May 7 at 7 p.m.  
An Evening in Conversation with DEBBIE MACOMBER 
With guest host Ron Hogan, acquiring editor for the Regan Arts publishing house and founder of Beatrice.com 
 
SHE SPINS “A GOOD YARN”: Macomber’s novels have spent over 750 weeks on the New York Times best-seller 
list and have been made into Hallmark Channel movies and a popular TV series. An avid knitter, Macomber owns 
a yarn store aptly named A Good Yarn Shop. 
 
Debbie Macomber is a #1 New York Times best-selling author and one of today’s most popular writers; there are  more 
than 170 million copies of her books in print worldwide. Macomber's novels have spent over 750 weeks on the New York 
Times best-seller list.  Eight have hit the No. 1 spot. 

In addition to fiction, Macomber has also published two best-selling cookbooks, numerous inspirational and nonfiction 
works, and two acclaimed children’s books. 



Macomber's beloved and best-selling Cedar Cove series became Hallmark Channel’s first dramatic scripted television 
series. Debbie Macomber's Cedar Cove was ranked as the top program on cable when it debuted in summer 2013. 
Macomber’s Christmas novel, Mr. Miracle, was made into an original movie, which premiered on Hallmark Channel in the 
fall of 2014. Three of Macomber's other best-selling Christmas novels -- Mrs. Miracle, Call Me Mrs. Miracle and Trading 
Christma -- also were made into successful Hallmark Channel movies. 

Macomber owns her own tea room, Victorian Rose Tea Room, and a yarn store, A Good Yarn Shop, named after the shop 
featured in her popular Blossom Street novels. She and her husband, Wayne, serve on the Guideposts National Advisory 
Cabinet, and she is World Vision’s international spokesperson for their Knit for Kids charity initiative. 
 
Tuesday, June 2 at 7 p.m.  
An Evening in Conversation with JEFF SHAARA  
With special guest host Ed Tracy, CEO of Roxbury Road Creative and former CEO of the Pritzker Military Library 
 
FIRST STOP ON MAJOR NATIONAL TOUR: New York Times best-selling author Jeff Shaara will launch a 
lengthy national book tour on the publication date of his book, The Fateful Lightning, in Traverse City.  
 
Jeff Shaara is the critically acclaimed New York Times best-selling author of several historical fiction novels including 
Gods and Generals and The Last Full Measure – two novels that complete the Civil War trilogy that began with his father 
Michael Shaara’s Pulitzer Prize-winning classic The Killer Angels.  
 
The June 2nd National Writers Series appearance by Jeff Shaara is significant for several reasons:  
 

1. It takes place on the 150th anniversary of the end of the Civil War (http://www.history.com/this-day-in-
history/american-civil-war-ends).  

2. It will serve as the kickoff event for what will be a lengthy national book tour to promote his new book. 
3. It is an outstanding opportunity to meet a writer who changed the way we read historical fiction.  

 
The Fateful Lightning is the concluding novel of Shaara’s epic Civil War tetralogy, which tells the dramatic story of the 
final eight months of battle from multiple perspectives: the commanders in their tents making plans for total victory as well 
as the ordinary foot soldiers and cavalrymen who carried out their orders until the last alarm sounded.  
 
Thursday, July 9 at 7 p.m.  
An Evening in Conversation with HARLAN COBEN 
Presented in partnership with the National Cherry Festival 
With guest host to be announced 
 
SEVEN-TIME #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR COMES TO TRAVERSE CITY: Two years in 
the making, mega best-selling author Harlan Coben’s National Writers Series appearance comes during the 
National Cherry Festival. 
 
The #1 New York Times best-selling master of suspense will make a National Writers Series appearance during the 2015 
National Cherry Festival for his new book The Stranger. A stand-alone thriller, The Stranger is his most shocking yet, 
proving that a well-placed lie can help build a wonderful life-- and that a secret has the same explosive power to destroy it. 
 
This visit by Harlan Coben has been two years in the making; Coben is one of the world’s most popular writers and is in 
massive demand with his audiences. But NWS and Coben’s publicity team have finally secured an evening with this 
critically acclaimed author. 
  
With over 60 million books in print worldwide, Harlan Coben’s last seven consecutive novels all debuted at #1 on the New 
York Times best-seller list. Winners of the Edgar, Shamus, and Anthony awards, Coben’s critically acclaimed novels have 
been called “ingenious” (New York Times), “poignant and insightful” (Los Angeles Times), “consistently entertaining” 
(Houston Chronicle), “superb” (Chicago Tribune), and “must reading” (Philadelphia Inquirer). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TICKET INFORMATION FOR ALL EVENTS 
 
Tess Gerritsen:  
Tickets are on sale NOW for “An Evening in Conversation with Tess Gerritsen” on Jan. 20, 2015. 
 
Garth Stein, Debbie Macomber, Jeff Shaara, and Harlan Coben 
Individuals attending the Jan. 20 National Writers Series event with international best-selling thriller author Tess Gerritsen 
can purchase up to two tickets to each event in the 2015 Winter/Spring & Summer seasons that evening. This is an 
exclusive opportunity to purchase tickets before they go on sale to Friends of NWS or to the general public. This special 
offer will be honored that evening only -- otherwise general on sale date rules apply. 
 
Tickets go on sale to Friends of NWS at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2015 (box office only). Friends’ memberships are 
available for purchase at the City Opera House box office or online at www.nationalwritersseries.org.  
 
Tickets go on sale to the general public at 10 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 2, 2015. 
 
Tickets can be purchased at the City Opera House box office, by phone at 231-941-8082, and online at 
www.cityoperahouse.org. 
 
Ticket Prices for all events (except Harlan Coben): 
Premium Reserved Seating: $35, Reserved Seating: $25. General Admission: $15, Educator (General Admission only): 
$10, Student (General Admission only): $5 
 
Ticket Prices for Harlan Coben: 
Premium Reserved Seating: $50, Reserved Seating: $35. General Admission: $20, Educator (General Admission only): 
$15, Student (General Admission only): $10 
 
All events offer the choice of a seating-only ticket (premium reserved, reserved or general admission) or a “Whatta Book 
Deal!” package. “Whatta Book Deal!” pricing varies by event and includes a ticket and a pre-signed copy of the author’s 
book (the entire package is value priced to reflect a savings of 40% or more).  
 
All events take place at the historic Traverse City Opera House located at 106 E. Front St. in downtown Traverse City. 
Events begin at 7 p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
 
All NWS events this season will feature live musical performances from 6 to 7 p.m. during which time attendees can enjoy 
a complimentary dessert from Morsels and a cash bar reception as well as purchase books and NWS merchandise. The 
evenings will also include an audience Q&A, and most events will include a post-event book signing. 
 
ABOUT THE NATIONAL WRITERS SERIES 
The National Writers Series, founded in 2009, is a year-round book festival bringing award-winning authors, journalists 
and storytellers together with thousands of fans in downtown Traverse City. The National Writers Series was founded by 
New York Times best-selling author Doug Stanton, Traverse City attorney Grant Parsons and award-winning journalist, 
editor, and ghostwriter Anne Stanton. 
 
Net proceeds from NWS events support the Writers Series of Traverse City scholarship fund, which benefits college-bound 
students attending Grand Traverse regional high schools. NWS, in partnership with Traverse City Area Public Schools 
(TCAPS), also directs the Front Street Writers Program, a one-of-a-kind creative writing workshop for high school 
students. Proceeds from NWS events also support the Front Street Writers program.  
 
The National Writers Series is, in part, made possible by our sponsors, including our sustaining sponsors FIM Group and 
by major sponsors Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge and Cherry Capital Airport.  Additional sponsors include Traverse City 
Eye, Horizon Books, Leelanau Peninsula Vintners Association (LPVA), Amical, Morsels, Copy Queenz, Cherry Capital 
Subaru, Oryana, and the Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation.    
 
For more information on the National Writers Series, visit www.nationalwritersseries.org, contact NWS executive director 
Jill Tewsley at jtewsley@nwstc.org, or call the National Writers Series at (231) 577-6971. 
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