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Writers Series of Traverse City

GREAT STORIES * GREAT CONVERSATIONS



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

Jill Tewsley - 734-474-8826 or jtewsley@att.net  
Susan Wilcox Olson (231) 590-5930 susan@cherryfestival.org
CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED NOVELIST MAGGIE STIEFVATER TO MAKE MULTIPLE APPEARANCES IN TRAVERSE CITY AND WILL ALSO GIVE AWAY A “SHARPIE GUITAR.”
Traverse City, Mich. – August 29, 2012

Wildly popular with teens and families, Maggie Stiefvater, author of The Raven Boys, will make a first-ever appearance in downtown Traverse City on Thursday, September 27, 2012, as a special guest of the National Writers Series. During her stay, Steifvater has agreed to be one of the first authors to visit the newly-launched Front Street Writers (an accredited, tuition-free creative writing program) to talk with students. That evening, Stiefvater will be in conversation on stage at the City Opera House with well-known book reviewer and blogger Lynn Rutan. Rutan, a retired middle-school librarian, along with her friend and fellow librarian Cindy Dobrez, launched and writes for Bookends, a highly popular and influential blog on booklist online. The evening will include a Q&A, during which the audience will have an up close and personal chance to ask Maggie and Lynn about all things books, writing, and the ever-growing and popular world of young adult literature. 

Prior to her arrival, Stiefvater will create a “Sharpie Guitar” which she will bring with her to Traverse City and give away at the National Writers Series event.  In 2010, Stiefvater noted on her blog (http://m-stiefvater.livejournal.com), “Two nights ago, I had a new package of Sharpies and my guitar and then I had an idea.” That idea resulted in a one-of-a-kind 6-string piece of art. Since then, Steifvater has produced a limited number of “Sharpie Guitars” (see attached or watch the following YouTube video: http://youtu.be/TOvM_1gwQFI). Details about the “Sharpie Guitar” giveaway will be announced in early September. This special gift from Stiefvater to her fans at NWS is just one of two guitars she is creating for this national book tour. 

Steifvater's books have premiered to overwhelming critical and commercial success, and garnered special attention from the movie industry hoping to replicate the box office triumphs of The Hunger Games and the Twilight franchise. Warner Brothers is currently producing an earlier book by Stiefvater, The Scorpio Races --a thrilling adventure story that follows a young woman who enters her first horse race on the tiny island of Thisby. The twist? The heroine’s big challenge is to finish the race alive. Booklist hailed this utterly original novel as a “YA (young adult) blockbuster.”

Warner Brothers has also optioned Stiefvater’s best-selling Wolves of Mercy Falls trilogy, which includes Shiver, Linger and Forever. The trilogy is a darkly compelling Romeo & Juliet love story between a young girl and a boy hiding a terrible secret.

All three books debuted as New York Times bestsellers and were named as Best Books for Young Adults by the American Library Association.
The Raven Boys (published September 18, 2012), is a supernatural romance about a boy on the hunt for a vanished Welsh king.
Tickets for the event can purchased at the City Opera House box office, online (http://www.cityoperahouse.org/shows/info.php?id=127), or by phone at 231-941-8082.

$5 (student)

$10 (educator)

$15 (adult)

$28 (includes ticket and a book)

The National Writers Series, now in its third year, is a year-round book festival bringing the best of award-winning authors, journalists and storytellers together with thousands of fans in downtown Traverse City. Founded by New York Times best-selling author Doug Stanton, Traverse City attorney Grant Parsons and investigative reporter Anne Stanton, the National Writers Series aims to raise $50,000 in five years for aspiring young writers to pursue writing in college. Series organizers are partnering with area schools, libraries, bookstores, and businesses to host the events and fund the scholarships.

See what nationally published authors are saying about Traverse City and the National Writers Series:
“This program is fantastic. What you're supporting here is the future of our children, and it's important work.” - Mitch Albom, Tuesdays with Morrie
“NWS is a one-of-a-kind literary event, and an innovative, fun way for writers to meet their readers. I'd come back anytime.” - Mary Karr, Liar's Club
“The National Writers Series has become an important stop for writers on book tour because it's a literate, intelligent audience that loves books. Writing and reading are what enlarge our lives. That ability to live inside someone else's skin enlarges the world for each of us.” - Anna Quindlen, Lots of Candles, Plenty of Cake
From Poets & Writers, entitled “Author Tour Revolution”  by Jeremy Chamberlain

“ The National Writers Series has become one of the preeminent authors’ series in the country... 

“There’s something that Stanton and his cofounders have struck upon that’s making these must-attend evenings: the promise of an analog experience in a digital cultural landscape. Stanton realized that audiences no longer 

want to hear authors simply read... They’re looking for a conversation. 

“[Stanton’s] vision for the Series is that of a great dinner party – stimulating, provocative, entertaining, and communal – in an evocative space, Traverse City’s historic opera house... The series is a place where art – and being passionate about art – matters. 
From Publishing Perspectives, by Anna Clark


“... One of the nation’s leading literary series...” 

“‘As an NWS author,’ said Pultizer Prize winner Richard Ford, ‘you get t feel useful in a way writers rarely get to feel useful. It humanizes writers to the reading public. And there’s a very rich reading public in Traverse City.’ 

“Marlena Bittner, publicity director at Little, Brown, sent David Sedaris to NWS (‘he adored it’). Bittner said NWS is revealing a market that publishers haven’t been connecting to... ‘It feels like a joyous movement (inTraverseCity),it’s exciting.’ Bittner says know NWS offering a new possibility for readers, writers, and publishers to intersect, it’s doing so in a big way. ‘They’re thinking in a bigger way.’” 
For more information on the National Writers Series, visit www.nationalwritersseries.org Contact NWS executive director Jill Tewsley at jtewsley@att.net or 734-474-8826.
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