[image: image1.jpg]|yl 006" .
National Writers Series 9
Writers Series of Traverse City

GREAT STORIES * GREAT CONVERSATIONS



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

Jill Tewsley - 734-474-8826 or jtewsley@att.net  
Susan Wilcox Olson (231) 590-5930 susan@cherryfestival.org
FRONT STREET WRITERS LAUNCHES INAUGURAL YEAR ON SEPTEMBER 4, 2012 WITH FIRST-EVER STUDENTS. FICTION WRITER LEIGH GALLAGHER HIRED AS FIRST WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE. AND NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR LEE CHILD WILL BE FIRST NATIONAL WRITERS SERIES AUTHOR TO LEAD A MASTER CLASS.
Traverse City, Mich. – August 30, 2012

Thirty eleventh and twelfth grade pupils from Traverse City Central and West High Schools will make history on September 4, 2012 when they become the first students to attend the Front Street Writers program in its new studio space in Traverse City, Michigan.  In partnership with Traverse City Area Public Schools, the National Writers Series created and operates the Front Street Writers studio, located at 123 W. Front Street, a for-credit, tuition-free, and rigorous creative writing program led by publishing writers-in-residence and NWS's main stage authors who lead master classes with the students. 

Leigh Gallagher, a highly accomplished author and teacher, was recently hired as the program's first writer-in-residence.  Gallagher earned her MFA in Creative Writing (Prose) from the University of Michigan and her BA from San Francisco State University. She has earned many awards and scholarships including: 
The Zell Postgraduate Award, University of Michigan, 2011

The Avery Hopwood Award in Short-Fiction, Winter 2010

Farrar Playwriting Grant, University of Michigan, 2010


MFA Thesis Travel Grant (Netherlands) University of Michigan, 2010 


Finalist in Narrative Magazine’s 30 Below Contest, 2008


San Francisco State Presidential Scholar, 2002-2006 

Jeff Krosnoff California Essay Contest Winner, 2002
Her published works include:

“The Drought,” American Short Fiction, Winter 2010


 “What I Know About a Man,” Big Bell, Fall 2008


“The Fall of the Horse Girls,” Transfer 90, Winter 2005
“Half Life” Instant City, Issue 2, Fall 2005
New York Times bestselling author Lee Child will visit the Front Street writers studio on September 18 to teach the first-ever master class for the Front Street Writers Program. Child will be in downtown Traverse City as part of the National Writers Series. After teaching the class, he will be in conversation onstage at the City Opera House with New York Times bestselling author and host Doug Stanton for a fascinating discussion on his life and work, including the eagerly anticipated new novel, A Wanted Man (published September 2012). 
Child has become an international sensation and regular fixture atop the New York Times bestsellers list. He is published in ninety-five countries and in forty languages, with more than thirteen million books in print in the United States.

His hero, Jack Reacher, finds himself in all kinds of interesting jams, which Reacher handles with a wary eye, dry humor and good manners. Lee’s spare, musical prose is unstoppable – once you start a Reacher novel, you finish that night. Called “the best thriller writer in the business” by The Boston Globe, Lee is looking forward to none other than Tom Cruise depicting Jack Reacher in the Paramount film series, launching 2012.
Tickets for the event can purchased at the City Opera House box office, online (http://www.cityoperahouse.org/shows/info.php?id=127), or by phone at 231-941-8082.
$5 (student)

$10 (educator)

$25 (adult)

$38 (includes ticket and a book)

The National Writers Series, now in its third year, is a year-round book festival bringing the best of award-winning authors, journalists and storytellers together with thousands of fans in downtown Traverse City. Founded by New York Times best-selling author Doug Stanton, Traverse City attorney Grant Parsons and investigative reporter Anne Stanton, the National Writers Series aims to raise $50,000 in five years for aspiring young writers to pursue writing in college. Series organizers are partnering with area schools, libraries, bookstores, and businesses to host the events and fund the scholarships.

See what nationally published authors are saying about Traverse City and the National Writers Series:
“This program is fantastic. What you're supporting here is the future of our children, and it's important work.” - Mitch Albom, Tuesdays with Morrie
“NWS is a one-of-a-kind literary event, and an innovative, fun way for writers to meet their readers. I'd come back anytime.” - Mary Karr, Liar's Club
“The National Writers Series has become an important stop for writers on book tour because it's a literate, intelligent audience that loves books. Writing and reading are what enlarge our lives. That ability to live inside someone else's skin enlarges the world for each of us.” - Anna Quindlen, Lots of Candles, Plenty of Cake
From Poets & Writers, entitled “Author Tour Revolution”  by Jeremy Chamberlain

“ The National Writers Series has become one of the preeminent authors’ series in the country... 

“There’s something that Stanton and his cofounders have struck upon that’s making these must-attend evenings: the promise of an analog experience in a digital cultural landscape. Stanton realized that audiences no longer 

want to hear authors simply read... They’re looking for a conversation. 

“[Stanton’s] vision for the Series is that of a great dinner party – stimulating, provocative, entertaining, and communal – in an evocative space, Traverse City’s historic opera house... The series is a place where art – and being passionate about art – matters. 
From Publishing Perspectives, by Anna Clark

“... One of the nation’s leading literary series...” 

“‘As an NWS author,’ said Pultizer Prize winner Richard Ford, ‘you get t feel useful in a way writers rarely get to feel useful. It humanizes writers to the reading public. And there’s a very rich reading public in Traverse City.’ 

“Marlena Bittner, publicity director at Little, Brown, sent David Sedaris to NWS (‘he adored it’). Bittner said NWS is revealing a market that publishers haven’t been connecting to... ‘It feels like a joyous movement (inTraverseCity),it’s exciting.’ Bittner says know NWS offering a new possibility for readers, writers, and publishers to intersect, it’s doing so in a big way. ‘They’re thinking in a bigger way.’” 
For more information on the National Writers Series, visit www.nationalwritersseries.org Contact NWS executive director Jill Tewsley at jtewsley@att.net or 734-474-8826.
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