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BECOME A PART OF THE ACCLAIMED NATIONAL WRITERS SERIES

THE NATIONAL WRITERS SERIES IS A NEW KIND OF BOOK EVENT designed to engage today’s best
writers with large, enthusiastic book-buying audiences. Doug Stanton, New York Times bestselling author of Horse Soldiers
and In Harms Way, and whose writing has appeared in the New York Times Book Review, The Washington Post, TIME, and
Men’s Journal, founded this year-round book festival in 2009. He hosts the events in a grand 19th century opera house near the
shore of Lake Michigan in the resort town of Traverse City, Michigan.

4 ) ANEW WAY TO MEET READERS
(44 You seemed to have The challenges facing the book industry require fresh, innovative approaches in supporting and
turned the whole community promoting books and authors on tour. These events are extremely well-produced and hand-sold

to an eager public in love with great writing and story-telling. Our industry-driven mission is to
create entertaining moments for audiences and our guest writers; to promote these authors on
tour; and to sell large amounts of books to various New York Times-reporting bookstores. Our

back toward reading and
books. It’s quite an accom-

plishment. Congratulations!” guests have told us that we have created the book tour event that authors dream about when
they’re on the road. NWS produces over a dozen author events yearly, featuring lively conver-

PETER MATTHIESSEN sations on-stage with Doug Stanton or a guest interviewer (often another writer, who could be
Shadow Country chosen by the guest) about the author’s work and life. The evenings are designed to resemble

great dinner parties, where the talk is engaging, provocative, and above all, fun.

AUTHOR PROMOTION & BOOK SALES

NWS is supported by private and corporate sponsors, in cooperation with students,
families, book lovers, individuals, local private and public educational institutions;
a thriving library system boasting an annual million checkouts of material; and nu-
merous media organizations providing links to local, Midwest, and national media
sources. In collaboration, and with the approval of the author and publisher, a NWS
publicist plans and coordinates the event, media interviews, stock signings at book-
stores, travel and lodging, and complimentary transfer, pickups, and tour escorts for
authors while in Traverse City. Before the event, authors and publishers receive a
complete, detailed itinerary from NWS describing these activities.
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NWS markets directly to an enthusiastic book-buying demographic, book clubs, librar- Doug Stanton and Tm&aw
ies, a thriving resident author community, businesses, and high school and college students throughout
Michigan and the Midwest. Pre-event stock signing, coupled with after-glow book signings in the Opera House,
are managed by bookstores reporting to the New York Times.

NWS SOCIAL MISSION

James Bradley was recently the NWS’ 2010 special host for the inauguration of the NWS Scholarship program honoring high school
students who wish to study writing in college. As Doug Stanton notes, “I was helped by a similar grant when I was a teenager, and
being in proximity of great writers made it seem possible that I could make a life, as well as a living, with words. This is our social
mission: to provide fascinating experiences with nationally prominent authors in conversation about their life and work to encourage
aspiring writers.”

The Traverse City National Writers Series supports high school students pursuing writing careers by bringing to life great conversa-
tions with today’s best-selling authors. Net proceeds from each event are donated to a dedicated scholarship fund with the Grand
Traverse Regional Community Foundation.

www.nationalwritersseries.org




FACTS & FIGURES OF THE NWS PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGNS

 Authors tell us these NWS evenings have been one of their most successful stops on
their book tours in terms of robust book sales to a NYT reporting book store,
energetic audience engagement, and huge media outreach and capture of the event
on audio and broadcast video.

* Generates media attention within a hub/reach of approximately 7.0 million readers,
viewers and listeners

* Extensive event promotion and author interviews with NPR, radio (AM & FM); TV affiliates
NBC, ABC, CBS, Fox, including a weekly NBC affiliate segment produced by NWS; and
in-studio cable TV interviews on “National Writers Series On The Air”

* NPR affiliate records the events for re-broadcast on the air and posted as a
podcast online

e Cable TV affiliate records the event in three-camera HD for web and television broadcast

* Daily and regional author/book focused print and online features (three to four) in
advance of author programming reaching a premium book-buying demographic.

* Ongoing and targeted event and author promotion via social media campaigns

* Pre-event detailed author event itinerary shared with publisher

e Post event re-cap of media and sales information and media shared with publisher

\

6 6 This foundation is fantastic.
What you're supporting here
is the future of our children,
and it’s important work.”
-Mitch Albom, Tuesdays with Morrie
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NWS LOCALE & MARKET IDENTITY

The Series takes place in the resort town of Traverse City, Michigan, a regional media

center, and a book-rich, writer-rich, book-club abundant community. Traverse City is the
year-round destination for tens of thousands of visitors and tourists from around the country and
world. The region boasts a healthy economy and is proud of its quality of life that blends native
wine growers and outdoor enthusiasts with urban refugees engaged in medicine, information
technology, marketing and design. The area is home to world-class golf, hiking, sailing, fly-
fishing, and high-end arts and entertainment, including Interlochen Center for the Arts, Traverse
City Film Festival, Epicurean Classic, an internationally-recognized equestrian event called
Horse Shows by the Bay, and the National Cherry Festival (one of America’s Top 10 festivals,
drawing more than 500,000 visitors annually). Midwest Living magazine recently placed
Traverse City second on its list of best “food towns” in the Midwest. Traverse City possesses

an “up north” identity that is a nationally-recognized brand.
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www.nationalwritersseries.org

AUTHORS FEATURED IN 2010
Tom Brokaw, Mario Batali, Mary Karr,
Peter Matthiessen, EImore Leonard,
Peter Leonard, Rhoda Janzen, Audrey
Niffenegger, Walter Kirn, Thomas Lynch,
James Bradley, Karl Marlantes, Phil
Caputo, and Amy Alkon.

AUTHORS FEATURED IN 2011
David Sedaris, Daniel Silva, Richard
Ford, Jeffrey Eugenides, Paula McClain,
Tom Perrotta, Janet Leahy and Lisa
Albert (producers and TV writers for
“Mad Men”), Sarah Brokaw, Mitch
Albom, Roy Blount, Sebastian Junger,
Michael Zadorian, Bonnie Jo Campbell,
Michael Delp, EImore Leonard, Gretchen
Witt, Chuck Klosterman. “
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Mary Karr signing books after NWS event

OUR MISSION

To connect communities with
nationally renowned authors
to encourage appreciation of
the written word, and to spark
students’ writing excellence.

Between the incredible charm of Traverse City, the great hospitality of Doug Stanton and the
‘ enthusiasm of the community, the experience as a guest of the National Writers Series was the
‘ highlight of my book tour. | would go back there in a heartbeat if they came calling.”

- Sehastian Junger, War



o 'éhoda Janzen

N

~
‘ ‘ What a joy to be part of the National
Writers Series! This is an organization that
brings eclectic writers into conversation with
the best sort of readers—open, inquiring

and intellectually alert. And | was delighted to
learn that NWS demonstrates its commitment
to the larger writing community by providing
scholarships for young writers.”

Rhoda Janzen, Mennonite in a Little Black Dress

There’s no place like Northern
Michigan, and there’s no other
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book event like the National Writers

Series. It’s fun! And it puts great

authors in front of huge audiences,
who love and buy books, in one of the
most beautiful places in the world.”

Mario Batali, Molto Gusto

ABOUT YOUR VISIT

OUR MOTTO IS Great Stories, Great
Conversations. NWS provides an enriching,
entertaining experience for visiting writers.
From event planning details with agents and
publicists, to travel arrangements, meals and
housing — you’ll find that our team ensures an
amazing visit. Each writer’s special requests
are facilitated. NWS guests are housed in
complimentary private condominiums located
in a beautifully redeveloped 19th century
estate in downtown Traverse City surrounded
by lovely old trees, boutiques, wine tasting
rooms, and exquisite dining.

Private condo for authors

I To get out and and meet an audience is a thrilling
‘ ‘ Doug Stanton and the NWS “ thing for me. Doug is doing a great job at making
Team have done the nation a favor this happen for us [w_nters]. .
with the creation of the National | th'”k Fre3|d?nt Obama’ should
Writers Series, where interesting appoint him as .BOOk Czar’ and
authors and great audiences come he can mf‘ke this happen all over
together.” America.
— James Bradley, Flags of Our Fathers — Man Cheuse
" James Bradley - ) Novelist, and National Public Radio’s
Jame longtime “voice of books”
MR W * Traverse Canada
- City
Milwaukee Traverse City is an easy
. Michigan i i i
NY 50-minute flight from Detroit,
. Chicago and Minneapolis,
Detroit
Chicago o ¢ 1.5 hours from New York City.
IL IN OH PA

www.nationalwritersseries.org




Contributing to the international brand awareness are accolades
from Bon Appetit to USA Today. The world can’t say enough great
things about Traverse City!
e Traverse City is one of America’s Five Top Foodie Towns, Bon Appétit
¢ Traverse City is one of the Top 10 Places to Enjoy Local Wines, USA Today
e Traverse City is #8 in a list of America’s Top Ten Beach Towns and a

Top 10 “Coolest towns in the States,” AOL Travel News
* Top Ten list of Surprising Foodie Towns, Livability.com

¢ Traverse City is one of Midwest’s Five Top Food Towns, Midwest Living

e Traverse City is one of America’s Top Adventure Towns,

NationalGeographic.com e ; THE M T s
* And... Just minutes away... The Sleeping Bear Dunes! Voted “Most — oS J
Beautiful Place in America” by Good Morning America viewers BEAUTIFUL PLACE

IN AMERICA
The Sleeping Bear Dunes

‘ My few days in Traverse City and the National
Writers Series were among the most stimulating
and fun days I've spent in my life. The National
Writers Series is the American equivalent of the
19t century intellectual salons of Paris—with
national media coverage and outreach.”

Being in the National
Writers Series is one of
the best experiences I've
ever had as an author.”

— Karl Marlantes, Matterhorn

Elmore Leonard, Road Dogs

NPR BROADCASTS

Brokaw - http://ipr.interlochen.org/national-writers-series-interlochen-public-radio/episode/8422

Batali - http://ipr.interlochen.org/national-writers-series-interlochen-public-radio/episode/9514
Matthiessen - http://ipr.interlochen.org/national-writers-series-interlochen-public-radio/episode/10870
Albom - http://ipr.interlochen.org/files/media/mediafile/Mitch_Albom.mp3

Junger - http://ipr.interlochen.org/national-writers-series-public-radio/episode/14166

McLain - http://ipr.interlochen.org/national-writers-series-interlochen-public-radio/episode/13578

(NWS Author Proposals:

Proposals to have your authors appear
at an NWS event should be directed to:

Anne Stanton

AnneStanton@chartermi.net
231-631-1551

ARCs can be sent to:

livability.com named
Traverse City, Michigan in its Anne Stanton

TOP 10 CITIES FOR 124 Madison Street

BOOK ¥ ) Graverse City, MI 49684 D
Beautiful Lake Michigan shoreline. LOVE Rs

www.nationalwritersseries.org
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